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Communion Chant or Song  
• When does the Communion Song begin?   

• How long does it last; when does it end?   

• Why only one song?   

• What is suitable music for this song?   

• When and how do music ministers share in Communion?   

• Why is all of this so?   

• Ways to make this work?   

Acknowledgements 
GIRM for RM, 3

rd
 (2010)  Introduction to the Order of Mass (2003)  Sing to the Lord (2007) 

General Instruction of the Roman Missal including 

Norms for the Distribution and Reception of Holy 

Communion under Both Kinds in the Dioceses of the 

United States of America and Universal Norms on 

the Liturgical Year and the General Roman 

Calendar.  Washington: USCCB, 2011.  ISBN: 978-

1-60137-176-8.   

 

© 2010, International Committee on English in the 

Liturgy Corporation.  

Particular adaptations for the Dioceses of the United 

States of America © 2010, United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC.  

All rights reserved. 

 

 Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy, United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, Introduction to the 

Order of Mass: A Pastoral Resource of the Bishops’ 

Committee on the Liturgy.  Washington: USCCB 

Publishing, 2003.  ISBN 10:1-57455-544-8.   

 

Foreword © 2003, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops; text © 2003, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.  All rights 

reserved.   

 

 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Sing 

to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship.  Washington: 

USCCB Publishing, 2007.  ISBN 13:978-1-60137-

022-8.   

 

© 2007, United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, Inc.  All rights reserved. 

 

SACRAMENTARY = Roman Missal, second typical edition (1985)  ROMAN MISSAL, Third Edition (2010) 

The Sacramentary, revised according to the Roman Missal, second typical 

edition, 1 March 1985, approved for use in the Dioceses of the United States of 

America.   

 

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal, second typical 

edition © 1985, 1975, 1973, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, 

Inc.  All rights reserved.  NOTE:  the following are part of this complete ritual 

book.  English translation of Glory to God, Nicene Creed, Apostles’ Creed, 

Preface Dialogue, Holy, and Lamb of God by the International Consultation of 

English Text (ICET).  All rights reserved.   

 The Roman Missal, Third Edition.  English translation according to the third 

typical edition for use in the Dioceses of the United States of America. 2011.   

 

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  All rights 

reserved.   

 

 



 

GIRM for RM, 3
rd

 (USA, 2003)  Introduction to the Order of Mass (2003)  Sing to the Lord (2007) 

Communion 

84. The Priest prepares himself by a prayer, 

said quietly, so that he may 

fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ. 

The faithful do the same, praying silently. 

 Then the Priest shows the faithful the 

Eucharistic Bread, holding it over the paten or 

over the chalice, and invites them to the 

banquet of Christ; and along with the faithful, 

he then makes an act of humility, using the 

prescribed words from the Gospels. 

 

85. It is most desirable that the faithful, just as 

the Priest himself is bound to do, receive the 

Lord’s Body from hosts consecrated at the 

same Mass and that, in the cases where this is 

foreseen, they partake of the chalice (cf. no. 

283), so that even by means of the signs 

Communion may stand out more clearly as a 

participation in the sacrifice actually being 

celebrated. 
72

  

 

86. While the Priest is receiving the Sacrament, 

the Communion Chant is begun, its purpose 

being to express the spiritual union of the 

communicants by means of the unity of their 

voices, to show gladness of heart, and to bring 

out more clearly the “communitarian” character 

of the procession to receive the Eucharist. The 

singing is prolonged for as long as the Sacra-

ment is being administered to the faithful. 
73

 

However, if there is to be a hymn after 

Communion, the Communion Chant should be 

ended in a timely manner. 

 Care should be taken that singers, too, 

can receive Communion with ease. 

 

87. In the Dioceses of the United States of 

America, there are four options for singing at 

Communion: (1) the antiphon from the Missal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion   

. . . . 
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

133.  The consecrated elements are raised up and 

shown to the people using the words that express the 

confidence of the baptized and to which they 

respond with the humility of the centurion (see Mt 

8:9). . . . 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

134.  Faithful to the Lord’s command to his 

disciples to “take and eat” and “ take and drink,”  

the congregation completes the Eucharistic action 

by eating and drinking together the Body and Blood 

of Christ consecrated during the celebration.  For 

this reason, the faithful should not ordinarily be 

given Holy Communion from the tabernacle.  Also 

for this reason, for the faithful to share the chalice is 

most desirable. . . .  

 

136.  A sufficient number of ministers should assist 

in the distribution of Holy communion. . . .  

 
COMMUNION SONG 

137.  The Communion of priest and people is 

traditionally accompanied by the singing of a psalm 

with a simple congregational refrain.  Any psalm or 

other hymn is appropriate if it expresses the spiritual 

unity of the communicants, shows the joy of all, and 

makes the communion procession an act of union of 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  In its structure and its 

simplicity, the song should encourage the 

participation of all present.
 204

    
● The communion song begins while the priest is 

receiving Holy Communion.
 205

 . . . .  

● Some traditional Eucharistic hymns that were 

composed for Benediction. . . .may not be 

appropriate as communion songs.   

__________  
204  See GIRM, no. 87. 
205  See GIRM, no. 86.   

 The Communion Chant or Song  
189.  “While the priest is receiving the Sacrament, 

the Communion chant [or song] is begun. Its 

purpose is to express the communicants’ union in 

spirit by means of the unity of their voices, to show 

joy of heart, and to highlight more clearly the 

‘communitarian’ nature of the procession to receive 

Communion.” 
158

 The singing begins immediately 

and continues “for as long as the Sacrament is being 

administered to the faithful.” 
159

 The Communion 

chant or song may be sung by the people with choir 

or cantor, or by the choir alone. Because the 

Communion chant expresses the unity of those 

processing and receiving the Holy Sacrament, 

communal singing is commendable. The singing of 

the people should be preeminent.  

. . . .  

191.  In selecting a Communion song suitable for 

the Eucharistic banquet in which God’s blessings 

are bestowed so abundantly, one should look for 

texts that have themes of joy, wonder, unity, 

gratitude, and praise. Following ancient Roman 

liturgical tradition, the Communion song might 

reflect themes of the Gospel reading of the day. It is 

also appropriate to select a Communion 

processional song that reflects the liturgical action, 

i.e., eating and drinking the Body and Blood of 

Christ.  

. . . .  

195.  Care should be taken to ensure that the 

musicians (singers and instrumentalists), too, “can 

receive Communion with ease.” 
164

 Since the 

Communion song begins while the priest is 

receiving the Sacrament, the singers and other 

musicians may receive Communion at or near the 

end of the procession.  

___________  
158  GIRM, no. 86.   
159  GIRM, no. 86.   
164   GIRM, no. 86.  . 



or the antiphon with its Psalm from the 

Graduale Romanum, as set to music there or in 

another musical setting; (2) the antiphon with 

Psalm from the Graduale Simplex of the 

liturgical time; (3) a chant from another 

collection of Psalms and antiphons, approved 

by the Conference of Bishops or the Diocesan 

Bishop, including Psalms arranged in 

responsorial or metrical forms; (4) some other 

suitable liturgical chant (cf. no. 86) approved 

by the Conference of Bishops or the Diocesan 

Bishop. This is sung either by the choir alone 

or by the choir or a cantor with the people. 

 However, if there is no singing, the 

antiphon given in the Missal may be recited 

either by the faithful, or by some of them, or by 

a reader; otherwise, it is recited by the Priest 

himself after he has received Communion and 

before he distributes Communion to the 

faithful. 
__________  
72

  Cf. CR, Instruction Eucharisticum mysterium, 25 May 

1967, nos. 31, 32: AAS 59 (1969), pp. 558-559; CDS, 

Instruction Immensae caritatis, 29 January 1973, no. 2: 

AAS 65 (1973), pp. 267-268.   
73

  Cf. CDWDS, Instruction Inaestimabile donum, 3 April 

1980, no. 17: AAS 72 (1980), p. 338. 



 

SACRAMENTARY = Roman Missal, second typical edition (1985)  ROMAN MISSAL, Third Edition (2010) 

COMMUNION  
The priest genuflects.  Taking the host, he raises it slightly over the 

paten and, facing the people, says aloud:   

This is the Lamb of God  

who takes away the sins of the world.   

Happy are those who are called to his supper.   

He adds, once only, with the people:   

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word and I shall be healed.   

Facing the altar, the priest says inaudibly:   

May the body of Christ bring me to everlasting life.   

He reverently consumes the body of Christ.  Then he takes the 

chalice and says inaudibly:   

May the blood of Christ bring me to everlasting life.   

He reverently drinks the blood of Christ.   
 

After this he takes the paten or other vessel and goes to the 

communicants.  He takes a host for each one, raises it a little, and 

shows it, saying:   

The body of Christ.   

The communicant answers:   

Amen. 

and receives communion. . . . 
 

The sign of communion is more complete when given under both 

kinds, since the sign of the eucharistic meal appears more clearly.  

The intention of Christ that the new and eternal covenant be ratified 

in his blood is better expressed, as is the relation of the eucharistic 

banquet to the heavenly banquet. 1 

If any are receiving in both kinds, the rite described elsewhere is 

followed. . . . 

COMMUNION SONG 
While the priest receives the body of Christ, the communion song is 

begun.   
_______________  
1  General Instruction, no. 240.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

132. The Priest genuflects, takes the host and, holding it slightly 

raised above the paten or above the chalice, while facing the 

people, says aloud:   

Behold the Lamb of God,  

behold him who takes away the sins of the world.   

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.   

 And together with the people he adds once:   

Lord, I am not worthy  

that you should enter under my roof,  

but only say the word  

and my soul shall be healed.   
 

133. The Priest, facing the altar, says quietly:   

May the Body of Christ  

keep me safe for eternal life.   

 And he reverently consumes the Body of Christ.   

 Then he takes the chalice and says quietly:   

May the Blood of Christ  

keep me safe for eternal life.   

 And he reverently consumes the Blood of Christ.   
 

134. After this, he takes the paten or ciborium and approaches the 

communicants.  The Priest raises a host slightly and shows it 

to each of the communicants, saying:   

The Body of Christ.   

 The communicant replies:   

Amen.   

 And receives Holy Communion.  

 If a Deacon also distributes Holy Communion, he does so in 

 the same manner.    
 

135. If any are present who are to receive Holy Communion under 

both kinds, the rite as described in the proper place is to be 

followed.   
 

136. While the Priest is receiving the Body of Christ, the 

Communion Chant begins.   
 


