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From the publisher website:   

This creative exploration of Advent guides readers to rediscover the power of the events leading 
up to the birth of Christ.  The four questions of Luke chapter 1, as posed by Zechariah, Mary, Elizabeth, 
and the people in the Temple, spur readers to personal reflection on disappointment, inadequacy, 
openness, and trust.   

In Exploring Advent with Luke: Four Questions for Spiritual Growth, Timothy Clayton deftly 
shows how Luke composed this first chapter of his gospel to deepen understanding of the birth of Jesus 
and how meditation on the four questions posed by its main characters can help resolve issues that hinder 
the joy of Christmas.  Designed to be used on a weekly basis through Advent and during the Twelve Days 
of Christmas, this reflective guide is ideal for individual and small-group use. Clayton’s insight is 
reminiscent of Henri Nouwen or Thomas Merton and brings the story of Christ’s birth to life anew.   

Contents: Introduction – Engaging the Story of This Great Season  
First Week of Advent – Do I Dare to Open Myself to God?  
Second Week of Advent – Is There Room in My Life for God?  
Third Week of Advent – Does God Really Want Me?  
Fourth Week of Advent – Where Is God Leading Me?  
Christmas Day – Rejoice in the Romance  
The Twelve Days of Christmas – Keeping the Story Alive  
Conclusion – Going Ahead with Courage and in Joy  

 
Office for Worship and the Catechumenate Recommendation:   
 Author uses story from his life to prompt thinking about your own.  Do not read too fast.   
 Because each chapter is short (about 24 pages) and for the whole week, family members or 

friends at work could share one book.   
 The questions and responses are in the language of deeply intense presence (pg. 39).  
 Sit with his story each week and let your own story well up.  Then ask the question and 

ponder it all week.   
 Those who pray daily the Gospel Canticles will appreciate the exposes of the Canticle of 

Mary (pp. 61-67), the Canticle of Zechariah (pp. 85-96) and the Canticle of Simeon (pp. 128 
ff.)  

 Correction to page 140:  Christmas Time ends not on Epiphany but on Baptism of the Lord.   
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