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Psalm 51 – The Miserere: Prayer of Repentance 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/51 
 

1  For the leader. A psalm of David,  

2  when Nathan the prophet came to him after he had 

gone in to Bathsheba.  
 

I  
 

3  Have mercy on me, God, in accord with your merciful 

love; 

in your abundant compassion blot out my transgressions. 

4  Thoroughly wash away my guilt; 

and from my sin cleanse me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5  For I know my transgressions; 

my sin is always before me.  

6  Against you, you alone have I sinned; 

I have done what is evil in your eyes 

So that you are just in your word, 

and without reproach in your judgment.  

7  Behold, I was born in guilt, 

in sin my mother conceived me.  

8  Behold, you desire true sincerity; 

and secretly you teach me wisdom. 

9  Cleanse me with hyssop, that I may be pure; 

wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  

10  You will let me hear gladness and joy; 

the bones you have crushed will rejoice. 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 51: 3-6, 12-14, and 17 
A Common Responsorial Psalm for Lent 

and A Psalm of Mercy  

 

 
 

Steve Musgrave, Keeping the Seasons LENT 2016, Liturgy 

Training Publications.  Reprinted with permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Psalm 51: 3-6, 12-14, and 17 
A Common Responsorial Psalm for Lent 

and A Psalm of Mercy  

 

Have mercy on me, God, in accord with your 

merciful love; 

in your abundant compassion blot out my 

transgressions. 

Thoroughly wash away my guilt; 

and from my sin cleanse me. 
 

For I know my transgressions; 

my sin is always before me.  

Against you, you alone have I sinned; 

I have done what is evil in your eyes.  
 

A clean heart create for me, God; 

renew within me a steadfast spirit.  

Do not drive me from before your face, 

nor take from me your holy spirit.  
 

Restore to me the gladness of your salvation; 

uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Lord, you will open my lips; 

and my mouth will proclaim your praise. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  
 

The New American Bible, Revised Edition (NABRE).   



I I  
 

11  Turn away your face from my sins; 

blot out all my iniquities. 

12  A clean heart create for me, God; 

renew within me a steadfast spirit.  

13  Do not drive me from before your face, 

nor take from me your holy spirit.  

14  Restore to me the gladness of your salvation; 

uphold me with a willing spirit. 

15  I will teach the wicked your ways, 

that sinners may return to you. 

16  Rescue me from violent bloodshed, God, my saving 

God, 

and my tongue will sing joyfully of your justice.  

17  Lord, you will open my lips; 

and my mouth will proclaim your praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 18  For you do not desire sacrifice or I would give it; 

a burnt offering you would not accept.  

19  My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; 

a contrite, humbled heart, O God, you will not scorn. 
 

I II  
 

20  Treat Zion kindly according to your good will; 

build up the walls of Jerusalem.  

21  Then you will desire the sacrifices of the just, 

burnt offering and whole offerings; 

then they will offer up young bulls on your altar. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

“. . . mercy is real:  it is the 

first attribute of God.”   
 

Pope Francis.  

The Name of God is Mercy, page 62.  

New York:  Random House, 2016.  

ISBN:  978-0-399-58863-1.  

ebook ISBN:  978-0-399-58864-8. 

 

 

 

 
Excerpt from Give Us This Day, February 2016, pages 88-89.  

 

Praying Heart to Heart:  Psalm 51 in Lent 

 

. . . Praying Psalm 51 means, first of all, 

acknowledging our involvement in every kind of 

human failing: from “offense” (a willful rebellion 

against the divine order) to “guilt” (an insidious 

distortion of right existence) and “sin” (a 

deviation from one’s proper goal in life).  These 

are not simply evil actions that belong to the past.  

They are instead a present reality that is “before 

us always,” graphically described here as both a 

filth that needs to be trod out in a forceful 

washing process and a leprosy that must be 

ritually cleansed (cf. Leviticus 14). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Unlike some other psalms, Psalm 51 allows no 

protests of innocence or claims of extenuating 

circumstances.  This is rather a passionate appeal 

to God’s mercy, goodness (more precisely, 

steadfast love or covenant loyalty), and 

compassion (cf. Exod 34:6).  Indeed, while our 

violations of God’s commands often involve 

crimes against our neighbors, it is the way they 

disrupt our relationship with God that makes them 

truly “sinful” (cf. Lev 5:21).  As a result, our only 

hope is to acknowledge our offenses and plead 

with God to wipe them out. 

 

One should not underestimate the radical nature of 

this request.  Psalm 51 does not simply seek a 

return to a time before some particular misdeed on 

our part.  Psalm 51:7 explicitly rules out the 

possibility of such a time, tracing our guilt back 

even to our conception.  Instead, this psalm asks 

for a new act of creation, which in Hebrew usage 

is something that God alone can do.  Only if God 

creates in us a clean heart will we be able to live in 

God’s presence and in communion with God’s 

Spirit, the source of joy and salvation.  Rather than 

the past, Psalm 51 looks to the future, in a way that 

echoes the new heart and spirit prophecies of 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel (cf. Jer 24:7; 31:33; 32:39-

40; Ezek 36:26-28; 37:14). . . . 

 
 


