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Praying in Easter Time  
♦  By God’s Great Mercy, New Birth and Living Hope  ♦ 

 

SONG    That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright  
 

 
 

Text:  Claro paschali gaudio; Latin, 5th c., tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
Tune:  PUER NOBIS, 88 88; Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621. 

 
 
SIGN OF THE CROSS AND INTRODUCTION  
 

    Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
   Holy Spirit.   
    All:  Amen.   
 

    Leader: Let us open wide the thresholds of our hearts  
  to let Christ flood us with his grace and mercy.   
  Blessed be God for ever. 
    All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
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♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

See Luke 6:36: 
Be merciful, just 

as [also] your 
Father is merciful 

[NAB].   
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
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OPENING PRAYER  
 

    Leader:   Let us pray.   
 

God of life,  
source of all faith,  
through the waters of baptism  
you have raised us up in Jesus  
and given us life that endures.   
 

Day by day refine our faith,  
that we who have not seen the Christ  
may truly confess him as our Lord and God,  
and share the blessedness of those who believe.   
 

Grant this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God for ever and ever.   
 

    All:  Amen.  
 
READING    1 Peter 1:3-9  
 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter   
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope  
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,  
kept in heaven for you  
who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith,  
to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time.  

In this you rejoice, although now for a little while  
you may have to suffer through various trials,  
so that the genuineness of your faith,  
more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire,  
may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor  
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.   

Although you have not seen him you love him;  
even though you do not see him now yet believe in him,  
you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,  
as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

God has given 
us new birth  

to a living hope  
through the 
resurrection  

of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 

 
 
When 
Scripture is 
read aloud in 
the assembly, 
Christ is 
speaking 
directly to us 
today.   
 

 

The word of the Lord.   
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM    118: 2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
 
R.  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
 his love is everlasting.   
 

Let Israel say: 
his mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
his mercy endures forever. 
Let those who fear the LORD say,  
his mercy endures forever. 

 

R.  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
 his love is everlasting.   
 

I was hard pressed and falling, 
but the LORD came to my help.  
The LORD, my strength and might,  
has become my savior.  
The joyful shout of deliverance  
is heard in the tents of the righteous: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R.  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
 his love is everlasting.   
 

The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone.  
By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. 
This is the day the LORD has made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad.  

 

R.  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
 his love is everlasting.   
 

 
SILENCE & REFLECTION  
 

1. How is my Christian life being renewed this Easter?   
 

2. How is God’s grace and mercy grasping my heart these holy days?   
 

3. How is my community (my family) manifesting the radiant presence of the dead and 
risen Christ?   

 
FAITH SHARING    
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CLOSING PRAYER 
 

    Leader:   Let us pray.   
 
    All:  God of everlasting mercy,  

who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast  
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own,  
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,  
that all may grasp and rightly understand  
in what font they have been washed,  
by whose Spirit they have been reborn,  
by whose Blood they have been redeemed.   
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.   
  
Amen.   

 
DISMISSAL  
 

    Leader:   May the Lord bless us,  
protect us from all evil  
and bring us to everlasting life.   

    All:  Amen.   
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