
 
 

Extraordinary 

Jubilee of Mercy 
 

Open on 

8 December 2015, 

Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception 
 

Close on 

20 November 2016, 

Solemnity of 

Christ the King 
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

See Luke 6:36: 

Be merciful, just as [also] 

your Father is merciful 

[NAB].   
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

Lectionary for Mass,  

Year C – the year  

for reading the  

Gospel of Luke 
 

Sunday Prayer  

Shaping Life and Belief  

in the  

JUBILEE OF MERCY 
 

♦  Advent in Year C  ♦ 
 
The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy can be a new year for the Sundays 
and big Feastdays to enrich our lives.  The Lectionary for Mass Year C 
presents us with the Gospel of Luke and the good news of mercy.  Week 
by week and season by season, the Church will unfold – by means of 
readings, prayers, and liturgical music – the great mystery of Christ.  Use 
these seasonal booklets as preparation for preaching and catechesis, as 
inspiration for prayer and reflection, as help for thinking of and doing 
mercy works.   

 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

Eliot Kapitan 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois  

Office for Worship and the Catechumenate  
1615 West Washington Street – Springfield IL 62702-4757  
(217) 698-8500 – worship@dio.org – www.dio.org/worship  

 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

 
Journey of Protection, Steve Erspamer.   
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Document Key  
 

BB = Book of Blessings  

CCC = Catechism of the Catholic Church  

CDWDS = Congregation for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments  
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Commissions 

HD = CDWDS, Homiletic Directory  

LM = Lectionary for Mass  
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Year and the General Roman Calendar  
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Bishops  
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Concerning the Liturgical Time Blessings, Customs, Traditions, etc. 

 

♦  Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  
 

102.   …Within the cycle of a year, moreover, the 
Church unfolds the whole mystery of Christ … 
Recalling thus the mysteries of redemption, the 
Church opens to the faithful the riches of the 
Lord’s powers and merits, so that these are in 
some way made present in every age in order that 
the faithful may lay hold on them and be filled 
with grace.   
 

♦  Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and 

the General Roman Calendar 
 

II.  The Cycle of the Year  

17.  Over the course of the year the Church 
celebrates the whole mystery of Christ, from the 
Incarnation to Pentecost Day and the days of 
waiting for the Advent of the Lord. 
 
Advent 

39.  Advent has a twofold character, for it is a 
time of preparation for the Solemnities of 
Christmas, in which the First Coming of the Son of 
God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a 
time when, by remembrance of this, minds and 
hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second 
Coming at the end of time.  For these two reasons, 
Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight. 
 

♦  Lectionary for Mass, Introduction 
 

I. Advent 
a) THE SUNDAYS 
93.  Each Gospel reading has a distinctive 
theme: the Lord’s coming at the end of time (First 
Sunday of Advent), John the Baptist (Second and 
Third Sundays), and the events that prepared 
immediately for the Lord’s birth (Fourth Sunday). 
 The Old Testament readings are prophecies 
about the Messiah and the Messianic age, 
especially from the Book of Isaiah. 
 The readings from an Apostle contain 
exhortations and proclamations, in keeping with 
the different themes of Advent. 
 

 
Advent Wreath – in the church building 

Book of Blessings, Chapter 47, nos. 1509-1540 – 
Order for the Blessing of an Advent Wreath.   

  
Advent Wreath – in the home or school 

The Shorter Rite for the Blessing of an Advent 
Wreath, BB, nos. 1537-1540, may be used in the 
home, school, etc.    

A similar rite is found in Catholic Household 

Blessings & Prayers, revised edition 
(Washington:  USCCB, 2007), pages 73-75.  

 
Jesse Tree is a very old Advent tradition that 

started in medieval times.  It is used to help tell 
the story of the Bible from creation to 
Christmas.  The name comes from Jesse who 
was the Father of the great Jewish King David.  

Download free Jesse Tree ornaments from the 
Diocese of Erie:  
http://www.eriercd.org/jessetree.htm  

 

Advent Calendar  

Fling Wide the Doors:  An Advent and 

Christmastime Calendar, Steve Erspamer, SM, 
artist.  Each daily doorway gives an image and a 
Bible citation.  Liturgy Training Publications 
Order Code: ADCAL, $15.00.  www.ltp.org  

 
FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 
are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 
reflections may be downloaded and printed for 
free.  A link for the Advent booklet is:  
http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html  
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Common Texts for Advent 
 

 
 

Common Texts for the Season   

 
PREFACE I OF ADVENT 

The two comings of Christ 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 
 
For he assumed at his first coming 
the lowliness of human flesh, 
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago, 
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, 
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty 
and all is at last made manifest, 
we who watch for that day 
may inherit the great promise 

in which now we dare to hope. 
 
And so, with Angels and Archangels, 
with Thrones and Dominions, 
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, 
we sing the hymn of your glory, 
as without end we acclaim:   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

From before time began, it is God’s design to 
create us and be like us (in all things but sin) that 

we may look like and be like God.  From before 
creation!  The first coming of Christ is proof.  It is 

also promised assurance that he will come again.  
In glory.  To end time.  To gather the flock at the 

right hand, those who think and do and say works 
of mercy.   
 
How can I better live today, always with my eye – 
and my heart – on THAT glory day yet coming?   
 

 

PREFACE II OF ADVENT 

The twofold expectation of Christ 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 
 
For all the oracles of the prophets foretold him, 
the Virgin Mother longed for him 
with love beyond all telling,  
John the Baptist sang of his coming 
and proclaimed his presence when he came. 
 
It is by his gift that already we rejoice 
at the mystery of his Nativity, 
so that he may find us watchful in prayer 

and exultant in his praise. 
 
And so, with Angels and Archangels, 
with Thrones and Dominions, 
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, 
we sing the hymn of your glory, 
as without end we acclaim: 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

The presence of Christ is real – the Christ who 
came and is coming – whether we see it or not, 
know it or not, admit it or not.  John the Baptist is 
the herald, is our model, is the proclaimer of this 
truth.   
 
How will I think, how will I behave, and what will 
I say today and each day this week to proclaim the 
real and endearing presence of Christ the Lord?  
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First Sunday of Advent 
Year C 
LM, no. 3C 
29 November 2015  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 
Lectionary for Mass 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 – I will raise up for David a 

just shoot.   
Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 – (1b) To you, O Lord, I 

lift up my soul.   
1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2 – May the Lord 

strengthen your hearts at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus.  

Alleluia – cf. Psalm 85.8  
 Show us Lord, your love;  
 and grant us your salvation.  
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 – Your redemption is at 

hand.    
 
USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/112915.cfm   
 
 
CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
God is faithful and merciful 
CCC 207, 210-214, 270, 1062-1063 
 

 
The Sun of Justice, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 
with righteous deeds at his coming, 
so that, gathered at his right hand, 
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly 

Kingdom. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 
For those who run, from sprint to marathon, the 
end is always, if not in sight, at least in mind.  So, 
too, for Christians.  We begin this new Church 
year running to meet Christ the Lord who is 

coming to us.  At that meeting, why do we want to 
be gathered at his right hand?   
 
Matthew 25:31-46 tells the end-time story of sheep 
on the right and goats on the left.  In the Lord’s 
conversations with each flock, the criterion for the 
division unfolds:  doing or not doing works of 
mercy.  Those at his right hand heeded the call to 
do those deeds, those mercy works.  We do the 
doing.  The Lord does the gathering.  May each of 
us be named worthy!  May each of us be in that 
number!   
 
Who needs mercy this week?   
 
What righteous deed of mercy will I do?   
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Second Sunday of Advent 
Year C 
LM, no. 6C 
6 December 2015  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning 

 
Lectionary for Mass 

Baruch 5:1-9 – Jerusalem, God will show your 
splendor. 

Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 – (3) The Lord has 

done great things for us; we are filled with 
joy. 

Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 – Show yourselves pure 

and blameless for the day of Christ. 
Alleluia – Luke 3:4, 6 
 Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 

 paths: 
 all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
Luke 3:1-6 – All flesh shall see the salvation of 

God. 
 
USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120615.cfm  
 
 
 
 

  
Jerusalem, Our Destiny, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 
Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and 
offerings, 

and, since we have no merits to plead our cause, 
come, we pray, to our rescue 
with the protection of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   
 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

While we do works of mercy on this journeying to 
heaven, it is the Lord’s mercy that reassures and 

protects.   
 

How has God been merciful to me?   
 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment, 
we humbly beseech you, O Lord, 
that, through our partaking in this mystery, 
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of 

earth 
and hold firm to the things of heaven.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   
 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

Both the Collect and the Prayer after Communion 
posit the same truth.  The things of earth are 
temporary, those of heaven are not.  Therefore, 
choosing rightly among the many good earthly 
things sets us on the path to meet up with Christ.   
 

What good things will I choose to say or do this 
week for the benefit of another?   
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8 December  
The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary  
Patronal Feastday of the United States 

of America, Solemnity 
LM, no. 689 

 

 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning 

 
Lectionary for Mass 

Genesis 3:9-15, 20 – I will put enmity between 
your offspring and hers. 

Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 – (1) Sing to the Lord a 
new song, for he has done marvelous deeds. 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 – He chose us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world. 

Alleluia – cf. Luke 1:28  
 Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; 
 blessed are you among women. 
Luke 1:26-38 – Hail, full of grace! The Lord is 

with you. 
 
USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120815.cfm  
 
 
 
 

  
Canticle of Mary, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 
Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin  

prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son,  
grant, we pray,  
that, as you preserved her from every stain  
by virtue of the Death of your Son, which you 

foresaw,  
so, through her intercession,  
we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your 

presence.   
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 
In Mary’s great song of praise, the Magnificat 
(Luke 1:46-55) she, a sinless one, admits these 
truths:  God is the one who is great, God blesses 
me and us because God so chooses, God has 
mercy on every generation, God cares for the 
lowly and hungry.  And God remembers the 

promise to be merciful – to me, to us, to all.   
 
How can I sing God’s praise today?   
 
How will I not be proud or mighty or rich today?   
 
How will I care for a lowly one, a hungry one or 
two?  
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[In the Dioceses of the United States] 

12 December  
Our Lady of Guadalupe,  
Patronal Feastday of the Americas, 
Feast 
LM, no. 690A 

 

 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning 

 
Lectionary for Mass 
From the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
OR  
Zechariah 2:14-17 – Rejoice, O daughter Zion!  

See, I am coming. 
OR  Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab – A great 

sign appeared in the sky. 
Judith 13:18bcde, 19 – (15:9d) You are the highest 

honor or our race. 
Alleluia  
 Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary, deserving 
  of all praise; 
 from you rose the sun of justice, Christ our 
  God. 
Luke 1:26-38 – Behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son. 
OR  Luke 1:39-47 – Blessed is she who believed. 
 
USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/121215.cfm  
 

  
Annunciation, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 
Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

O God, Father of mercies,  
who placed your people under the singular 

protection  
of your Son’s most holy Mother,  
grant that all who invoke the Blessed Virgin of 

Guadalupe,  
may seek with ever more lively faith  
the progress of peoples in the ways of justice 

and of peace.   
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 
The saint for all of the Americas is Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.  She appeared to Saint Juan Diego, the 
bearer of roses in winter, to also bear the news 

that all people are important to God.  No one is 
too simple, too poor, too lowly.   
 
For whom must I pray?   
 
How can I act for justice and for peace for the 
benefit of one person?  For the benefit of all 
people?   
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Third Sunday of Advent 
Year C 
LM, no. 9C 
13 December 2015  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Zephaniah 3:14-18a – The Lord will rejoice over 
you with gladness. 

Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 – (6) Cry out with joy and 
gladness:  for among you is the great and Holy 
One of Israel. 

Philippians 4:4-7 – The Lord is near. 
Alleluia – cf. Isaiah 61:1 (cited in Luke 4:18) 
 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me  
  to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
Luke 3:10-18 – What should we do? 
 
USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/121315.cfm  
 
 
 
 

  
What should we do? Steve Erspamer.   

 

 
Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer after Communion 

We implore your mercy, Lord,  
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our 

faults  
and prepare us for the coming feasts.   
Through Christ our Lord.   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 
For what does God’s mercy prepare us?  To be 
humble – because we depend on God and not on 
me or us.  To be merciful in kind – because that is 
what Scripture and Mass and Christian life teaches.  
To look to the future, to what I will do and what 
we can do together – because we are, by Baptism, 
the Mystical Body of Christ.   
 
In the Gospel today, this question is asked three 
times:  “What should we do?”   
 
Who needs my second coat or blanket or boots?   
 
Who needs a tithe of my food budget, of my time, 
of my conversation?   
 
Who needs to hear good news?  How can I, will I 
proclaim it by word and by deed?   
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O Antiphons  
17-23 December  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
Text:  Veni, veni Emmanuel; Latin 9th C.; tr. by John M. Neale, 

1818-1866, alt.  
Tune:  VENI VENI EMMANUEL, LM with refrain; Mode I; adapt 

by Thomas Helmore, 1822-1890.   
 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

Evening Prayer 

Antiphons for the Canticle of Mary  
 

December 17 
Wisdom, O holy Word of God,  
you govern all creation  
with your strong yet tender care.   
Come and show your people  
the way to salvation.   

 
December 18 
O sacred Lord of ancient Israel,  
who showed yourself to Moses  
in the burning bush,  
who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain:   
come, stretch out your mighty hand  
to set us free.   

 
December 19 
O Flower of Jesse’s stem,  
you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples;  
kings stand silent in your presence;  
the nations bow down in worship before you.   
Come, let nothing keep you  
from coming to our aid.   

 
December 20 
O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel  
controlling at your will the gate of heaven:   
come, break down the prison walls of death  
for those who dwell in darkness  
and the shadow of death;  
and lead your captive people into freedom.   

 
December 21 
O Radiant Dawn,  
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:   
come, shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and the shadow of death.   

 
December 22 
O King of all the nations,  
the only joy of every human heart;  
O Keystone of the mighty arch of man,  
come and save the creature  
you fashioned from the dust.   

 
December 23 
O Emmanuel, king and lawgiver,  
desire of the nations, Savior of all people,  
come and set us free, Lord our God.   
 

Liturgy of the Hours, © 1970, 1973, 1975, ICEL.   

 

 
 

O Antiphons,  

Steve Erspamer, 
Clip Art for  

Year A.   
© 1992.  

LECTIONARY FOR MASS, 2
nd

 edition 

No. 201 

Alleluia verses for weekdays of Advent 

from December 17 to December 24 
 

1.   
O Wisdom of our God Most High,  
guiding creation with power and love:   
come to teach us the path of knowledge!  
 
2.   
O Leader of the House of Israel,  
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:   
come to rescue us with your mighty power!   
 
3.   
O Root of Jesse’s stem,  
sign of God’s love for all his people:   
come to save us without delay!  
 
4.   
O Key of David,  
opening the gates of God’s eternal 

Kingdom:   
come and free the prisoners of darkness!   
 
5.   
O Radiant Dawn,  
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:   
come and shine on those who dwell in 

darkness and in the shadow of death!   
 
6.   
O King of all nations and keystone of the 

Church:   
come and save man, whom you formed 

from the dust!   
 
7.   
O Emmanuel, our King, and Giver of Law:   
come to save us, Lord our God!   
 

Lectionary of Mass, © 1997, 1981, 1968, ICEL.   
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Year C 
LM, no. 12C 
20 December 2015  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning 

 
Lectionary for Mass 

Micah 5:1-4a – From you shall come forth the 
ruler of Israel. 

Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 – (4) Lord, make us 

turn to you; let us see your face and we shall 

be saved. 
Hebrews 10:5-10 – Behold, I come to do your will. 
Alleluia – Luke 1:38  
 Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  
 May it be done to me according to your word. 
Luke 1:39-45 – And how does this happen to me, 

that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 

 
USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122015.cfm  
 
 
 
 

 
Visitation, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 
Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,  
your grace into our hearts,  
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your 

Son  
was made known by the message of an Angel,  
may by his Passion and Cross  
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.   
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 
This Collect prayer is also the conclusion to the 
Angelus that is traditionally prayed at 6 AM, 12 
NOON, and 6 PM each day.  
 
Fill us with your grace; that is our prayer this last 
Sunday of Advent (and every time we pray the 
Angelus).  Then filled with grace, may we see you 
on that last day resurrected in heaven.  That is our 
destiny.  That is our prayer.   
 
Who can I greet this day with God’s good grace?   
 
What will I do to help one other person on the road 
to heaven this day or week?   
 
Since God is not stingy and grace is not stingy, 
how can I be extravagant in what I do or say this 
week?  Who needs this extravagance from me?  
From us?   
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Bulletin Shorts for Advent  
 

First Sunday of Advent – 29 November 2015 Third Sunday of Advent – 13 December 2015 

 

How can we be merciful like the 
Father in this First Week of Advent?  The 
Collect (opening prayer at Mass) asks God to give 
us the resolve to run forth to meet Christ.  So, we 
begin this new Church year running once more to 
be with Christ who is coming to us.  At this 
meeting, let us be found doing works of mercy.  
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are:  counseling 
the doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admonishing 
the sinner, comforting the sorrowful, forgiving 
injuries, bearing wrongs patiently, and praying for 
the living and the dead.   

• Who needs mercy this week?   

• What righteous deed of mercy will I do?   
 

 

The Gospel today is very clear!  
Everyone is asking John the Baptist:  “What 
should we do?” [See Luke 3:10-18.]  That is the 
perfect question as we wait for Jesus Christ to 
come the second time.  Let us be found doing the 
Corporal Works of Mercy:  feeding the hungry, 
giving drink to the thirsty, sheltering the homeless, 
clothing the naked, visiting the sick, visiting the 
prisoners, burying the dead, and giving alms to the 
poor.   

• Who needs my second coat or blanket or 
boots?   

• Who needs a tithe of my food budget, of 
my time, of my conversation?   

• Who needs to hear good news?  How can I 
proclaim it by word and by deed?   

 

Second Sunday of Advent – 6 December 2015 Fourth Sunday of Advent – 20 December 2015 

 

The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
opens on Tuesday, 8 December, the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception and the Feastday for 
the dioceses of the United States of America.  We 
are given twelve months to be merciful like the 
Father, to make this a daily habit.  Mary’s life 
gives us a pattern for our own.   

• How can I magnify, sing the praise of God 
today?   

• How can I be more like her – full of grace?  
 

 

God’s mercy is full of grace.  God’s 
mercy is grace. This is God’s very life.  Let us, 
then, turn to face God all this week.  We do it 
when we  to turn to those who are near, to those in 
our home, to those at work or school, to those in 
the street – and behave like Gabriel (announce 
God’s favor), behave like Mary (ask “How?” then 
say “Yes!”).   

• How will I find ways this week to say 
“yes” to God’s good mercy?   

• Who needs the mercy I can give? 
 

 


