
 

 
 

Extraordinary 

Jubilee of Mercy 
 

Open on 

8 December 2015, 

Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception 
 

Close on 

20 November 2016, 

Solemnity of 

Christ the King 
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

See Luke 6:36: 

Be merciful, just as [also] 

your Father is merciful 

[NAB].   
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

Lectionary for Mass,  

Year C – the year  

for reading the  

Gospel of Luke 
 

Sunday Prayer  

Shaping Life and Belief  

in the  

JUBILEE OF MERCY 
 

♦  Christmas Time in Year C  ♦ 
 

The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy can be a new year for the Sundays 

and big Feastdays to enrich our lives.  The Lectionary for Mass Year C 

presents us with the Gospel of Luke and the good news of mercy.  Week 

by week and season by season, the Church will unfold – by means of 

readings, prayers, and liturgical music – the great mystery of Christ.  Use 

these seasonal booklets as preparation for preaching and catechesis, as 

inspiration for prayer and reflection, as help for thinking of and doing 

mercy works.   
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

Eliot Kapitan 

Diocese of Springfield in Illinois  

Office for Worship and the Catechumenate  

1615 West Washington Street – Springfield IL 62702-4757  

(217) 698-8500 – worship@dio.org – www.dio.org/worship  
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

 
The Holy Family, Steve Erspamer.   
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Document Key  
 

BB = Book of Blessings  

CCC = Catechism of the Catholic Church  

CDWDS = Congregation for Divine Worship and 

the Discipline of the Sacraments  

CSL = Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  

FDLC = Federation of Diocesan Liturgical 

Commissions 

HD = CDWDS, Homiletic Directory  

LM = Lectionary for Mass  

LMIntro = Lectionary for Mass, Introduction 

RM3 = Roman Missal, Third Edition 

UNLYC = Universal Norms for the Liturgical 

Year and the General Roman Calendar  

USCCB = United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops  
 

  



– Christmas Time in Year C   ♦ 3 ♦ 
 

 

Concerning the Liturgical Time Blessings, Customs, Traditions, etc. 

 

♦  Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  
 

102.  …Within the cycle of a year, moreover, the 

Church unfolds the whole mystery of Christ … 

Recalling thus the mysteries of redemption, the 

Church opens to the faithful the riches of the 

Lord’s powers and merits, so that these are in 

some way made present in every age in order that 

the faithful may lay hold on them and be filled 

with grace.   
 

♦  Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and 

the General Roman Calendar 
 

II.  The Cycle of the Year  

17.  Over the course of the year the Church 

celebrates the whole mystery of Christ, from the 

Incarnation to Pentecost Day and the days of 

waiting for the Advent of the Lord. 
 

Christmas Time 

32.  After the annual celebration of the Paschal 

Mystery, the Church has no more ancient custom 

than celebrating the memorial of the Nativity of 

the Lord and of his first manifestations, and this 

takes place in Christmas Time. 
 

♦  Lectionary for Mass, Introduction 
 

2.  The Christmas Season  
a)  THE SOLEMNITIES, FEASTS, AND SUNDAYS 

95.   For the Vigil and the three Masses of 

Christmas both the prophetic readings and the 

others have been chosen from the Roman tradition.   

 The Gospel on the…Feast of the Holy Family 

is about Jesus’ childhood, and the other readings 

are about the virtues of family life.  

 On the Solemnity of…Mary, the Mother of 

God, the readings are about the Virgin Mother of 

God and the giving of the Holy Name of Jesus.… 

 On the Epiphany of the Lord, the Old 

Testament reading and the Gospel continue the 

Roman tradition; the text for the reading from the 

Letters of the Apostles is about the calling of the 

nations to salvation.   

 On the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the 

texts chosen are about this mystery.   

 

Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene – church   
Book of Blessings, Chapter 48, nos. 1541-1546 is 

the Introduction for three possible rites:   

BB, nos. 1547-1561 – Order of Blessing within 

a Celebration of the Word of God; 

BB, nos. 1562-1564 – Order of Blessing within 

Mass; and  

BB, nos. 1565-1569 – Shorter Rite.   

  
Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene – home 
The Shorter Rite above may be used in the home.   

A similar rite is in Catholic Household Blessings 

& Prayers, revised edition (Washington: 

USCCB, 2007), pages 82-84.  

 

Christmas Tree – in the church building  
Book of Blessing, Chapter 49, nos. 1570-1591 – 

Order for the Blessing of a Christmas Tree.  

This takes place outside Mass.  A Shorter Rite 

follows at nos. 1592-1595.   

 

Christmas Tree – in the home  
In addition to the shorter rite above, a rite is  in 

Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers, 

revised edition (Washington: USCCB, 2007), 

pages 78-81. 

 

See page 11 below for a traditional Blessing of 

Doorways and Thresholds on Epiphany.   

 

FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Christmas Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html  
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Common Texts for Christmas Time 
 

Solemn Blessing 

2.  The Nativity of the Lord 
Solemn Blessing 

4.  The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

May the God of infinite goodness, 

who by the Incarnation of his Son has driven 

darkness from the world 

and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most 

holy night (day), 

drive far from you the darkness of vice 
and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue. 

R. Amen. 
 

May God, who willed that the great joy 

of his Son’s saving Birth 

be announced to shepherds by the Angel, 

fill your minds with the gladness he gives 

and make you heralds of his Gospel. 

R. Amen. 
 

And may God, who by the Incarnation 

brought together the earthly and heavenly realm, 

fill you with the gift of his peace and favor 

and make you sharers with the Church in heaven. 

R. Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, � and the Holy Spirit, 

come down on you and remain with you for ever. 

R. Amen. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

The birth of the Lord Jesus changes everything.  

We cannot keep this Good News to ourselves.  

Out of darkness we come, illumined by goodness 

and virtue and grace.  Into the light we go, saying 

Good News:   

• we have a God like us,  

• earth and heaven are joined, 

• goodness is possible, 

• let me love you, let me love you. 

 

 

 

 

May God, who has called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light, 

pour out in kindness his blessing upon you 

and make your hearts firm 

in faith, hope and charity. 

R. Amen. 
 

And since in all confidence you follow Christ, 

who today appeared in the world 

as a light shining in darkness, 

may God make you, too, 

a light for your brothers and sisters. 

R. Amen. 
 

And so when your pilgrimage is ended, 

may you come to him 

whom the Magi sought as they followed the star 

and whom they found with great joy, the Light 

from Light, 

who is Christ the Lord. 

R. Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, � and the Holy Spirit, 

come down on you and remain with you for ever. 

R. Amen. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

Bless.  Blessing.  Blest.   

This Epiphany day announces that everyone is in 

God’s will, everyone inherits the goodness of God, 

everyone is a relative or sister or brother.   

 

How will I be a blessing this week?   

 

Like the Magi, what wonderful gifts (of self) will I 

give?   

 

  



– Christmas Time in Year C   ♦ 5 ♦ 
 

 

25 December 2015  

The Nativity of the Lord [Christmas]  

At the Vigil Mass 

LM, no. 13ABC  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

Isaiah 62:1-5 – The Lord delights in you. 

Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 – (2a) Forever I will 

sing the goodness of the Lord.  

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 – Paul bears witness to 

Christ, the Son of David.  

Alleluia  

 Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be 

 destroyed: 

 the Savior of the world will reign over us. 

Matthew 1:1-25 – The genealogy of Jesus Christ, 

the Son of David.   

OR  Matthew 1:18-25 – Mary will give birth to a 

son, and you are to name him Jesus. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122515-

vigil.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
“Why did the Word become flesh?” 

• CCC 456-460, 466 

The Incarnation 

• CCC 461-463, 470-478 

The Christmas mystery 

• CCC 437, 525-526 

 
Do not be afraid, Joseph, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 

As we look forward, O Lord, 

to the coming festivities, 

may we serve you all the more eagerly 

for knowing that in them 

you make manifest the beginnings of our 

redemption. 

Through Christ our Lord.  
 

Preface I of the Nativity of the Lord. 

Christ the Light 

….For in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

a new light of your glory has shone upon the eyes 

of our mind, 

so that, as we recognize in him God made visible, 

we may be caught up through him in love of 

things invisible…. 
 

Preface II of the Nativity of the Lord. 

The restoration of all things in the Incarnation 

….For on the feast of this awe-filled mystery, 

though invisible in his own divine nature, 

he appeared visibly in ours; 

and begotten before all ages, 

he has begun to exist in time; 

so that, raising up in himself all that was cast 

down, 

he might restore unity to all creation 

and call straying humanity back to the heavenly 

Kingdom…. 

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

Creation is a perfect place for us.  Heaven is even 

better.  That is our journey’s end.   
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25 December 2015 

The Nativity of the Lord [Christmas]  

At the Mass during the Night 

LM, no. 14ABC  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

Isaiah 9:1-6 – A son is given us. 

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 – (Luke 2:11) Today 

is born our Savior, Christ the Lord. 

Titus 2:11-14 – The grace of God has appeared 

to all. 

Alleluia – Luke 2:10-11 

 I proclaim to you good news of great joy: 

 today a Savior is born for us, 

 Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:1-14 – Today a Savior has been born for 

you. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122515-

midnight.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  

• See page 5 above.   

 

 
Glory to God in the Highest, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 

May the oblation on this day’s feast 

be pleasing to you, O Lord, we pray, 

that through this most holy exchange  

we may be found in the likeness of Christ, 

in whom our nature is united to you. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,  

that we, who are gladdened by participation  

in the feast of our Redeemer’s Nativity,  

may through an honorable way of life become 

worthy of union with him.   

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.   

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

New life comes to us during the night.  It is grace.  

It is God.  It is Christ.  May our rest each night 

rejuvenate our body and soul.  May we awake to 

look like Christ and find our lives illumined by 

him again today.   

 

How will I trust God’s grace today?  

 

What honorable deed will I do?   

 

 

 

 
 

  



– Christmas Time in Year C   ♦ 7 ♦ 
 

 

25 December 2015 

The Nativity of the Lord [Christmas]  

At the Mass at Dawn 

LM, no. 15ABC  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

Isaiah 62:11-12 – Behold, your Savior comes!  

Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12 – A light will shine on us this 

day:  the Lord is born for us. 

Titus 3:4-7 – Because of his mercy, he saved us. 

Alleluia – Luke 2:14 

 Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace to those 

 on whom his favor rests. 

Luke 2:15-20 – The shepherds found Mary and 

Joseph and the infant. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122515-

dawn.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  

• See page 5 above.   

 

 
Shepherds Went in Haste, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Is 9:1, 5; Lk 1:33 

Today a light will shine upon us, for the Lord is 

born for us; 

and he will be called Wondrous God, 

Prince of peace, Father of future ages: 

and his reign will be without end. 

 

Collect 

Grant, we pray, almighty God,  

that, as we are bathed in the new radiance of 

your incarnate Word,  

the light of faith, which illumines our minds,  

may also shine through in our deeds.   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.   

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

Today.  It is God’s time, un-clock time.  We are 

bathed today in the spectacular beauty of the 

Spoken Word of God, the Living Word of God.  

This dead and risen Christ Jesus the Lord is with 

us today.  He illumines our thoughts and deeds.  

Let them be ones of mercy, ones of grace.   
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25 December 2015 

The Nativity of the Lord [Christmas]  

At the Mass during the Day 

LM, no. 16AB C  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 – All the ends of the earth will 

behold the salvation of our God. 

Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 – (3c) All the ends of the 

earth have seen the saving power of God. 

Hebrews 1:1-6 – God has spoken to us through the 

Son. 

Alleluia  

 A holy day has dawned upon us. 

 Come, you nations, and adore the Lord. 

 For today a great light has come upon the earth. 

John 1:1-18 – The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us.  

OR  John 1:1-5, 9-14 – The Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122515-

day.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  

• See page 5 above.   
 

 
The Word Became Flesh, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Make acceptable, O Lord, our oblation on this 

solemn day, 

when you manifested the reconciliation 

that makes us wholly pleasing in your sight 

and inaugurated for us the fullness of divine 

worship. 

Through Christ our Lord.   

 

Preface III of the Nativity of the Lord. 

The exchange in the Incarnation of the Word 

…For through him the holy exchange that restores 

our life 

has shone forth today in splendor: 

when our frailty is assumed by your Word 

not only does human mortality receive unending 

honor 

but by this wondrous union we, too, are made 

eternal…. 

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

The Gospel of John declares that the spoken Word 

of God – Jesus the Christ – “made his dwelling 

among us.”  A literal translation is “he pitched his 

tent” right among us, right next to us.  So close.   

 

God is with us today and always.   

 

We are wholly pleasing to him.  Everyone is.   
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The Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity of 

the Lord [Christmas],  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph, Feast 

Year C 

LM, no. 17ABC  

27 December 2015 

 

 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

In Year C, these readings may be used: 

1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 – Samuel, as long as he 

lives, shall be dedicated to the Lord. 

Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 – (cf. 5a) Blessed are they 

who dwell in your house, O Lord. 

1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 – We are called children of 

God. And so we are. 

Alleluia – cf. Acts 16:14b  

Open our hearts, O Lord, 

to listen to the words of your Son. 

Luke 2:41-52 – His parents found Jesus sitting in 

the midst of the teachers. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/122715.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
The Holy Family & Finding in the Temple 

• CCC 531-534 

We are God’s children now 

• CCC 1, 104, 239, 1692, 1709, 2009, 2736 

We shall see him face to face and be like him 

• CCC 163, 1023, 1161, 2519, 2772  

 
In the Midst of the Teachers, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

O God, who were pleased to give us  

the shining example of the Holy Family,  

graciously grant that we may imitate them  

in practicing the virtues of family life and in the 

bonds of charity,  

and so, in the joy of your house,  

delight one day in eternal rewards.   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.  

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of conciliation, 

humbly asking that, 

through the intercession of the Virgin Mother of 

God and Saint Joseph, 

you may establish our families firmly in your 

grace and your peace. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

In the best of worlds, we love babies, we love our 

children because they come from us, they are ours 

for a time.  But we are always children of God.  

And we are always loved.   
 

How will I love today?   
 

How will I grow in wisdom and age and grace?  
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1 January 
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord 

[Christmas] 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 

of God 

LM, no. 18ABC 

 

 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

Numbers 6:22-27 – They shall invoke my name 

upon the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 – (2a) May God bless us in 

his mercy. 

Galatians 4:4-7 – God sent his Son, born of a 

woman. 

Alleluia – Hebrews 1:1-2 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through 

the prophets; 

in these last days, he has spoken to us through 

the Son. 

Luke 2:16-21 – They found Mary and Joseph and 

the infant.  When the eight days were 

completed, he was named Jesus 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010116.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
Our adoption as sons and daughters  

• CCC 1, 52, 270, 294, 422, 654, 1709, 2009 

New Law frees from restrictions of the Old Law 

• CCC 580, 1972 

In Holy spirit we can call God “Abba” 

• CCC 683, 689, 1695, 2766, 2777-2778 

The name of Jesus 

• CCC 430-435, 2666-2668, 2812 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 

O God, who in your kindness begin all good 

things 
and bring them to fulfillment, 

grant to us, who find joy in the Solemnity of the 

holy Mother of God, 

that, just as we glory in the beginnings of your 

grace, 

so one day we may rejoice in its completion. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

Every time someone shows me mercy, I should be 

stunned!  Why me?  Why now?  How is this 

possible?  It is God who started this chain reaction:  

God is love – God loves – God creates – God loves 

what he creates and whom he creates – because all 

that is made is good, good, and very good.   

 

We start out bathed in goodness, so that with 

God’s constant and merciful kindness, we may 

behave in like manner that one day we may rest in 

the heavenly presence of Loving Kindness for 

ever.  

 

Here are resolutions for the new year:   

• Because God blesses me in his mercy, who 

will I bless in turn?   

• Because loving kindness is at the root, is the 

foundation of every good thing, I will embrace 

with kindness _____? by doing/saying _____?  

  

 

 

 

 

 
The Shepherds  

Found the Infant,  

Steve Erspamer.   
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The Blessing of Doorways and Thresholds on Epiphany  
 

Blessing the Chalk – at the parish on Epiphany Blessing:   

Leader:  Lord, God of heaven and earth,  

you revealed your only-begotten Son  

to every nation by the guidance of a star.   

Bless our home, all who live in it,  

and all who enter through this doorway.   

Fill us with the light of Christ  

that our concern for others  

may reflect your love, your mercy, and your 

grace.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.   
 

Chalking the Lintel of the Doorway:   

• As the lintel is marked in this way 

20 + C + M + B + 16  

• All say:  

 Christ bless our home!   
 

Leader:  May Christ Jesus dwell with us  

in our home and in our hearts.   

May he keep us from all harm  

and fill us with grace and mercy,  

now and for ever.   

Amen.   
 

 

• After a brief announcement at the 

beginning of the Concluding Rites, the 

chalk may be blessed in the following way.   
 

Blessed be God for ever.  

All: Blessed be God for ever.   
 

Let us pray.   
 

Loving God,  

bless this chalk which you have created,  

that it may be helpful to your people;  

and grant that through invocation of your Holy 

Name  

all who use it in faith to write upon the doors of 

their homes  

the names of your saints, Caspar, Melchior, and 

Balthazar,  

may receive health of body and protection of soul  

for all who dwell in or visit their home.   

Through Christ our Lord.   

Amen.  
 

Marking the Doorway and Blessing the Home Notes  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   
 

Leader:  May God fill our hearts and our home 

 with peace, joy, and love.   

 Blessed be God for ever.   

All: Blessed be God for ever.   
 

Leader:  The Word became flesh,  

who is God-with-us,  

and pitched his tent among us.   

May Christ enlighten our hearts and our home 

with his love.   

May all who enter his house  

find Christ who is peace and mercy and love.   
 

Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12  
 
 

 

The letters – C + M + B – represent the Magi Caspar, 

Melchior, and Balthasar.  They are also the initials for the 

Latin “Christus mansionem benedicat” – Christ bless this 

house (or home).  The four crosses between the year and the 

initials represent the four Gospels in which Christ speaks to 

us each day and gives guidance for our lives.   

 

Every time we pass through this chalked threshold, 

let us pray:  “Bless our home and all who live it 

it.” or “Blessed be God for ever.”   

 
Threshold of Grace, Steve Erspamer.   

 

Adapted from the annual handout of Father Dean Probst, 

St. Jude Parish, Rochester IL. 
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Announcing the Calendar for the Year of Mercy   
 

The Epiphany of the Lord – 3 January 2016 

 
Gifts for the Lord, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord is Manifestation Day.  

It is the giving, the showing of Christ among us, 

to not just us, but to everyone.  By tradition, it is 

Catholic Calendar Day.  Long before we had 

appointment and wall calendars, long before we 

had electronic ones, the Church would announce 

key liturgical feasts on this day.   

 

The Announcement of Easter and the Moveable 

Feasts is in the Roman Missal, the second last item 

in Appendix I.  Here are the key dates for 2016:   

__________________________  

Know, dear brothers and sisters, that, as we have 

rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, so 

by leave of God’s mercy we announce to you also 

the joy of his Resurrection, who is our Savior.   

On the 10
th

 day of February will fall Ash 

Wednesday, and the beginning of the fast of 

the most sacred Lenten season.   

On the 27
th

 day of March you will celebrate with 

joy Easter Day, the Paschal feast of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.   

On the 8
th

 day of May will be the Ascension of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.   

On the 15
th

 day of May will be the feast of 

Pentecost.   

On the 29
th

 day of May, the feast of the Most Holy 

Body and Blood of Christ.   

On the 27
th

 day of November, the First Sunday of 

Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is 

honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

__________________________  

Go to http://www.dio.org/worship/the-mass-and-

its-parts.html and open Liturgical Proclamations to 

find a brief on all three proclamations as well as 

information on a Liturgy Training Publications 

[LTP] edition.   

 

National Association of Pastoral Musicians [NPM] 

also provides the text and a recording of it at 

http://www.npm.org/Chants/others.html.  
 

Gift Giving to the Missions – special collections 

 

Each year, the Office for the Missions announces 

the annual special collections for the benefit of 

mission lands and mission needs.   
 

24 January 2016 , Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

♦ Special collection:  Church in Latin America [4
th
 

Sunday of January]  

10 February 2016, Wednesday, Ash Wednesday  

♦ Special collection:  Aid to the Church in Central 

and Eastern Europe [Ash Wednesday]  

♦ Special collection:  Operation Rice Bowl begins 

[begins Ash Wednesday and concludes 

Wednesday of Holy Week]  

6 March 2016, Sunday, Fourth Sunday of Lent  

♦ Special collection:  Catholic Relief Services 

[Fourth Sunday of Lent]   

21-23 March 2016, Weekdays of Holy Week  

♦ Special collection:  Operation Rice Bowl 

concludes [began Ash Wednesday and concludes 

Wednesday of Holy Week]  

25 March 2016, Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)  

♦ Special collection:  Holy Land  

24 April 2016, Fifth Sunday of Easter 

♦ Special diocesan collection:  Catholic Home 

Missions [Last Sunday of April] 

26 June 2016, Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

♦ Special collection:  Peter’s Pence [Sunday nearest 

Saints Peter and Paul]  

23 Oct. 2016, Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

♦ Special collection:  World Mission Sunday [next 

to last Sunday of October]  
 

♦  And note this Mission Liturgy  ♦ 
05 October 2016, Wednesday, Mission Mass  

♦ 11:00 AM, Cathedral Church of the Immaculate 

Conception, Springfield    
 

  



– Christmas Time in Year C   ♦ 13 ♦ 
 

 

[In the Dioceses of the United States] 

Sunday between January 2 and 

January 8 

The Epiphany of the Lord, Solemnity 

At the Vigil Mass  

LM, no. 20ABC 

3 January 2016 

 

 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

The readings for the Vigil Mass are the same as for 

the Mass during the Day.  See page 14.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010316.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
The Epiphany 

• CCC 528, 724 

Christ the light of the nations 

• CCC 280, 529, 748, 1165, 2466, 2715 

The Church, sacrament of human unity 

• CCC 60, 442, 674, 755, 767, 774-776, 781, 

831 

 

 

 
We Saw His Star at its Rising, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Renewed by sacred nourishment,  

we implore your mercy, O Lord,  

that the star of your justice  

may shine always bright in our minds  

and that our true treasure may ever consist in 

our confession of you.   

Through Christ our Lord.   

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

A well-chosen gift usually manifests the giver in 

some way.  Magi brought gifts to the very Gift of 

God.  The dead and risen Christ, who took on 

flesh like ours, who is like us (in all things but sin), 

is God’s gift to us.  God’s Gift is Mercy, is 

Justice, is merciful justice.   

 

Who needs a gift (of self) from me this week?   

 

How will I be a gift of mercy, of justice?   

 

And what gift must I accept from another?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



♦ 14 ♦ Sunday Prayer Shaping Life and Belief in the Jubilee of Mercy – 
 

 

[In the Dioceses of the United States] 

Sunday between January 2 and 

January 8 

The Epiphany of the Lord, Solemnity 

At the Mass during the Day  

LM, no. 20ABC 

3 January 2016 

 

 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6 – The glory of the Lord shines upon 

you. 

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 – (cf. 11) Lord, 

every nation on earth will adore you. 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 – Now it has been revealed 

that the Gentiles are coheirs of the promise. 

Alleluia – Matthew 2:2 

 We saw his star at its rising  

 and have come to do him homage. 

Matthew 2:1-12 – We saw his star at its rising and 

have come to do him homage. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/010316.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  

• See page 13 above.   

 

 
They Did Him Homage, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

O God, who on this day  

revealed your Only Begotten Son to the nations  

by the guidance of a star,  

grant in your mercy  

that we, who know you already by faith,  

may be brought to behold the beauty of your 

sublime glory.   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.   

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

No one is left out.  The love of God, in the power 

of Jesus, is shown to the nations – to everyone – 

past, present, and to come!  Everyone!  By God’s 

good choosing.   

 

Here is the harder task for Epiphany week:   

 

In some thing I usually do, who will I not leave 

out?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



– Christmas Time in Year C   ♦ 15 ♦ 
 

 

Sunday after the Epiphany of the Lord  

The Baptism of the Lord, Feast 

LM, no. 21 C  

10 January 2016  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

In Year C, these readings may be used:  

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 – The glory of the Lord shall 

be revealed and all people shall see it. 

Psalm 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 – (1) O 

bless the Lord, my soul. 

Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 – Jesus Christ saved us 

through the bath of rebirth and renewal by 

the Holy Spirit. 

Alleluia – cf. Luke 3:16 

 John said:  One mightier than I is coming; 

 He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

  with fire. 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 – When Jesus had been 

baptized and was praying, heaven was opened. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011016.cfm  

 

 

 

 

 
The Heavens Opened, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son  

has appeared in our very flesh,  

grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly 

transformed  
through him whom we recognize as outwardly like 

ourselves.   

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.   

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Accept, O Lord, the offerings 

we have brought to honor the revealing of your 

beloved Son, 

so that the oblation of your faithful 

may be transformed into the sacrifice of him 

who willed in his compassion 

to wash away the sins of the world. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

Our own Baptism changed us for ever.  Made us 

new.  Washed us clean.  Just like the Only 

Begotten Son, we, too, are favored, loved, and 

embraced.   

 

What can I wash clean this week?   

 

Who can I favor with some kindness, some 

favored word, some loving embrace? 

 

 

 
  



♦ 16 ♦ Sunday Prayer Shaping Life and Belief in the Jubilee of Mercy – 
 

 

Bulletin Shorts for Christmas Time  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – for Christmas  Epiphany of the Lord – 3 January 2016  

 

Gifts given.  Gifts received.  The 

parish will celebrate Christmas Masses at ______.  

Come and revel in the gift of Christ the Lord:  

spoken Word and bread and wine made new as 

Body and Blood.   

 

 

Epiphany is Manifestation Day.  It is 

the day for sharing.  It is another day for gifts.  It is 

the Twelfth Day of Christmas.  The gift, clearly, is 

Christ Jesus the Lord.  The gift, clearly, is given 

not just to me, not just to “us”, but also to “them”.   

• How can I be like God today and manifest 

some goodness and grace to both us and 

them?  

 

Holy Family – 27 December 2015 Baptism of the Lord – 10 January 2016  

 

Holy Families.  Perhaps it is, or can 

be, our own family members to whom we are most 

unkind.  Perhaps it is because we are so close, we 

see them daily, we know them better than others 

(and they us!).  Yet they are holy as I am holy 

because God is holy.   

• What kindness must I show today?   

• What mercy will I manifest?   

• What love will I lavish?   

 

 

Baptism starts things off.  After his 

Baptism in the Jordon, Jesus became very public.  

So, too, for each us.  We are saved, surely, in 

Baptism.  But we are also sent.  The clarity we 

have today is that we are sent to be missionary 

disciples – sent to proclaim mercy, sent to be 

justice.  Sent.  Maybe sent to my family or 

neighborhood, maybe sent to where I work, maybe 

sent to my school, maybe sent to….   

• How will I behave this week as one who is 

both saved and sent? 

 
Epiphany Blessing of Doorways & Thresholds 

 

“The Blessing of Doorways and Thresholds on 

Epiphany”, a 2-page prayer to use at home, is at 

this link:  http://www.dio.org/worship/mercy-

jubilee.html#sundays-and-seasons.   

 

If the parish does not bless chalk to take home this 

day, use any chalk to mark the doorway.   
 

 


