
 

 
 

Extraordinary 

Jubilee of Mercy 
 

Open on 

8 December 2015, 

Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception 
 

Close on 

20 November 2016, 

Solemnity of 

Christ the King 
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

See Luke 6:36: 

Be merciful, just as [also] 

your Father is merciful 

[NAB].   
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

Lectionary for Mass,  

Year C – the year  

for reading the  

Gospel of Luke 
 

Sunday Prayer  

Shaping Life and Belief  

in the  

JUBILEE OF MERCY 
 

♦  Ordinary Time in Year C  ♦ 

Sundays 2-5 – Winter  
 

The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy can be a new year for the Sundays 

and big Feastdays to enrich our lives.  The Lectionary for Mass Year C 

presents us with the Gospel of Luke and the good news of mercy.  Week 

by week and season by season, the Church will unfold – by means of 

readings, prayers, and liturgical music – the great mystery of Christ.  Use 

these seasonal booklets as preparation for preaching and catechesis, as 

inspiration for prayer and reflection, as help for thinking of and doing 

mercy works.   
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 
 

Eliot Kapitan 

Diocese of Springfield in Illinois  

Office for Worship and the Catechumenate  

1615 West Washington Street – Springfield IL 62702-4757  

(217) 698-8500 – worship@dio.org – www.dio.org/worship  
 

♦   ♦   ♦ 

 
Ordinary Time, Steve Erspamer.   
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You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the Lord,  

(Isaiah 62:1-5)  

Steve Erspamer.   
 

Document Key  
 

BB = Book of Blessings  

CCC = Catechism of the Catholic Church  

CDWDS = Congregation for Divine Worship and 

the Discipline of the Sacraments  

CSL = Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  

FDLC = Federation of Diocesan Liturgical 

Commissions 

HD = CDWDS, Homiletic Directory  

LM = Lectionary for Mass  

LMIntro = Lectionary for Mass, Introduction 

RM3 = Roman Missal, Third Edition 

UNLYC = Universal Norms for the Liturgical 

Year and the General Roman Calendar  

USCCB = United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops  
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Concerning the Liturgical Time 

 

♦  Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  
 

102.  …Within the cycle of a year, moreover, the 

Church unfolds the whole mystery of Christ … 

Recalling thus the mysteries of redemption, the 

Church opens to the faithful the riches of the 

Lord’s powers and merits, so that these are in 

some way made present in every age in order that 

the faithful may lay hold on them and be filled 

with grace.   

 

♦  Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and 

the General Roman Calendar 

 

II.  The Cycle of the Year  

17.  Over the course of the year the Church 

celebrates the whole mystery of Christ, from the 

Incarnation to Pentecost Day and the days of 

waiting for the Advent of the Lord. 

 

VI.  Ordinary Time 

43. Besides the times of the year that have their 

own distinctive character, there remain in the 

yearly cycle thirty-three or thirty-four weeks in 

which no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ 

is celebrated, but rather, the mystery of Christ 

itself is honored in its fullness, especially on 

Sundays.  This period is known as Ordinary Time.   

 

♦  Lectionary for Mass, Introduction 
 

5. Ordinary Time 
a) THE ARRANGEMENT AND CHOICE OF TEXTS  

103. Ordinary Time begins on the Monday after 

the Sunday following 6 January [Baptism of the 

Lord]; it lasts until the Tuesday before Lent 

inclusive.  It begins again on the Monday after 

Pentecost Sunday and finishes before evening 

prayer I of the First Sunday of Advent.   

 The Order of Readings provides readings 

for thirty-four Sundays and the weeks following 

them…. 
 

b)  THE SUNDAY READINGS  

105. On the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time  

 

 

the Gospel continues to center on the manifestation 

of the Lord which is celebrated on the Solemnity 

of the Epiphany.… 

 Beginning on the Third Sunday, there is a 

semicontinuous reading of the Synoptic Gospels.  

This reading is arranged in such a way that as the 

Lord’s life and preaching unfold the doctrine 

proper to each of these Gospels is presented.   

 This distribution also provides a certain 

coordination between the meaning of each Gospel 

and the progress of the liturgical year.  Thus after 

Epiphany the readings are on the beginning of the 

Lord’s preaching and they fit in well with Christ’s 

baptism and the first events in which he manifests 

himself.  The liturgical year leads quite naturally to 

a conclusion in the eschatological theme proper to 

the last Sundays, since the chapters of the 

Synoptics that precede the account of the Passion 

treat this eschatological theme rather extensively… 

 

c)  THE OLD TESTAMENT READINGS  

106. These readings have been chosen to 

correspond to the Gospel passages in order to 

avoid an excessive diversity between the readings 

of different Masses and above all to bring out the 

unity between the Old and the New Testaments…. 

 To the degree possible, the readings were 

chosen in such a way that they would be short and 

easy to grasp…. 

 

b)  THE READINGS FROM THE APOSTLES  

107. There is a semicontinuous reading of the 

Letters of Paul and James (the Letters of Peter and 

John being read during the Easter and Christmas 

seasons).   

 Because it is quite long and deals with such 

diverse issues, the First Letter to the Corinthians 

has been spread over the three years of the cycle at 

the beginning of Ordinary Time.  It also was 

thought best to divide the Letter to the Hebrews 

into two parts; the first part is read in Year B and 

the second in Year C.   

 Only readings that are short and readily 

grasped by the people have been chosen.   
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Blessings, Customs, Traditions, etc. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

18-25 January falls Monday-to-Monday in 2016.  

It is an annual reminder to prayer and work for 

the Christian unity of all the baptized.  The 

2016 Theme:  Called to proclaim the mighty 

acts of the Lord (cf. 1 Peter 2:9).  Link 

http://www.geii.org  

 

Catholic Schools Week  

In 2016, the week is 31 January-6 February.  Pray 

for students and parents, teachers and staff, and 

the many folks who support this important 

mission of the Church.  Theme:  Catholic 

Schools – Communities of Faith, Knowledge, 

and Service.  Link:  www.ncea.org  

 

2 February – Presentation of the Lord, Feast 

On this day, the Church pulls out all the stops to 

bless candles and process with them and their 

light.  Candles!  Why?  This opening song 

gives the reason:  “Behold, our Lord will come 

with power, to enlighten the eyes of his 

servants, alleluia.”  

Roman Missal holds the blessing and Mass texts.   

Lectionary for Mass provides the readings at no. 

524.   

Provide early announcements so parishioners can 

bring candles they wish to light at home for 

blessing.   

 
Steve Erspamer.   

 

3 February – St. Blaise and Blessing of Throats 

Book of Blessings, Chapter 51, nos. 1622-1629 is 

the introduction for three possible rites:   

BB, nos. 1630-1635 – Order of Blessing within 

Mass; 

BB, nos. 1636-1650 – Order of Blessing within 

a Celebration of the Word of God; and  

BB, nos. 1651-1655 – Shorter Rite.   
 

 

Gospel Canticle of Simeon [Nunc Dimittis]. 

 This text has been sung by the Church at 

Night Prayer since at least the time of Saint 

Benedict, the father of western monasticism, in the 

early sixth century.   

 Read Luke 2:22-32 and picture this tender 

image at the purification of Jesus:  the devout old 

man, Simeon, “awaiting the consolation of 

Israel”, takes Jesus into his arms and blesses God:   

 

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace;  

your word has been fulfilled:   

my own eyes have seen the salvation  

which you have prepared in the sight of every 

people:   

a light to reveal you to the nations  

and the glory of your people Israel.   

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  
 
Text:  International Consultation on English Texts [ICET].    

 

This first translation is in the current edition of the 

Liturgy of the Hours.  Here is another translation:   

 

Lord, let your servant  

now die in peace,  

for you kept your promise.   

 

With my own eyes  

I see the salvation  

you prepared for all peoples:  

 

a light of revelation for the Gentiles  

and glory to your people Israel.   

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  
 
Text:  The Canticles © 1994, International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy Corporation [ICEL].   
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Praying in the Jubilee of Mercy   

 

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly 

Father, 

and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 

Show us your face and we will be saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew 

from being enslaved by money; 

the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking 

happiness only in created things; 

made Peter weep after his betrayal, 

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the 

words that you spoke to the Samaritan 

woman: 

“If you knew the gift of God!” 
 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, 

of the God who manifests his power above all by 

forgiveness and mercy: 

let the Church be your visible face in the world, its 

Lord risen and glorified. 

You willed that your ministers would also be 

clothed in weakness 

in order that they may feel compassion for those in 

ignorance and error: 

let everyone who approaches them feel sought 

after, loved, and forgiven by God. 
 

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us 

with its anointing, 

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace 

from the Lord, 

and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may 

bring good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 

and restore sight to the blind.   
 

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, 

Mother of Mercy, 

you who live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

© Copyright Pontifical Council for the Promotion 

of New Evangelization, Vatican State.  All rights reserved 
 

 

 
 

Works of Mercy  
 

Matthew 25:31-46  

 

Corporal Works of Mercy 
 

These are charitable actions by which we help 

our neighbors in their bodily needs.  The 

corporal (bodily) works of mercy are:   

• Feed the hungry  

• Give drink to the thirsty  

• Shelter the homeless  

• Clothe the naked  

• Visit the sick  

• Visit the prisoners  

• Bury the dead  

• Give alms to the poor 

 

Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 

These are actions that help our neighbor in their 

spiritual needs.  They include:   

• Counseling the doubtful  

• Instructing the ignorant  

• Admonishing the sinner 

• Comforting the sorrowful 

• Forgiving injuries  

• Bearing wrongs patiently 

• Praying for the living and the dead  

 
United States Catholic Catechism for Adults, pages 508 and 529 
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Digital Picks for the Jubilee of Mercy   
 

Foreword  
 

 Words and images have power.  They can help us reflect.  They can help us pray.  Words and 

images that are accessible by digital means can help us pray and reflect as we move through our often 

busy daily lives.  Here are some digital picks from curial staff in the Department for Catechetical 

Services for the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.   
 

 As we enter this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, it is our hope that one or more of these 

suggestions can aid your journey as disciple, as holy one, as Christian who stands always in the grace 

and mercy of God.   
 

 

♦  ELIOT KAPITAN PICKS  ♦ 

Director, Office for Worship and the Catechumenate – (217) 698 8500 ext. 177 – ekapitan@dio.org 

Morning Whispers 

This email is a service of www.perfectpeaceandjoy.org by John Gaudreau.   

"Perfect Peace and Joy" delivers an email every morning to the people on the subscription list.  This 

website reaches out to a virtual community with the power of Scripture, the beauty of the created world, 

and reflections about the challenges we face on a daily basis.   

• The daily email contains a Bible quote, photograph, and reflection or statement.   

• Subscribe on the home page.   
 

Brother Michael O'Neill McGrath, OSFS  

Bee Still Studio:  Sacred Art and Stories from Catholic Imagination  

http://bromickeymcgrath.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/bromickeymcgrath  

• Author creates weekly devotional art images and features on his Facebook page.   

• Delightfully suitable for all ages.   
 

A Concord Pastor Comments  

On Spirituality, Worship and Prayer in the Roman Catholic Tradition 
http://concordpastor.blogspot.com/ 

• The daily feed offers an image, art, or video; poem, reflection, or homily. 

• Subscribe on the home page.   
 

The Sunday Website of Saint Louis University 

This website is a service of the Catholic Studies Program at Saint Louis University, David Meconi, SJ, 

director; John Foley, SJ, editor; Errin Clark, webmaster.   

http://www.liturgy.slu.edu/  

• Praying Toward Sunday – gives links for Bible readings, brief preparation for prayer, and 

reflections for each reading 

• Spirituality of the Reading – some spiritual reflections  

• Get to know the Readings – commentaries to look more closely at the Word from various authors  

• Music of Sunday’s Mass – suggestions for what music might fit this Sunday for those who select 

the liturgical music 
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♦  VICKI COMPTON PICKS  ♦ 

Director, Office for the Missions – (217) 698 8500 ext. 120 – vcompton@dio.org  

App Spotlight: 365 Days to Mercy 
 

Celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy with a great new free app from 

Our Sunday Visitor! 

 

In anticipation of the upcoming Year of Mercy and in time for this 

week's World Meeting of Families, Our Sunday Visitor has launched 

365 Days to Mercy. 

 

The theme for the year is 'Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful,' reflected in the elements of the app, which include: 

• Daily reflections on mercy 

• Daily Scripture reflections 

• OSV Bookshelf excerpts 

• Year of Mercy resources 

• Pope Francis' tweets throughout the year 

• Year of Mercy news stories 

• Divine Mercy Chaplet and Novena 

• And more! 

The official Year of Mercy is December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016, but daily inspiration, stories, 

and news will be in the app beginning November 20, 2015, giving you a full 365 Days to Mercy. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Promoting Works 

of Mercy –  
 

The Missio App 
 

 
 

Missio is a mobile digital technology platform of The Pontifical Mission 

Societies in the United States that offers a direct, reliable, and communal 

way to be a change-maker in some of the world’s poorest places. 

 

• Direct:  Missio gives you an unfiltered access to those in greatest need 

– and to those who are making the greatest difference in their lives.  

• Reliable:  Our existing global network guarantees that your support 

will go directly to the project and the people that you select. 

• Communal:  You can get in touch with others close by or friends 

around the world to make a difference.  Share stories and insights 

through our innovative social media platform. 

• Link to The Pontifical Mission Societies and to this app: 

http://www.onefamilyinmission.org/  
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year C 

LM, no. 66C 

17 January 2016  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Isaiah 62:1-5 – The bridegroom rejoices in his 

bride.   

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 – (3) Proclaim his 

marvelous deeds to all the nations.   

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 – One and the same Spirit 

distributing them individually to each person 

as he wishes.  

Alleluia – cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:14  

 God has called us through the Gospel 

 to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

John 2:1-11 – Jesus did this as the beginning of his 

signs at Cana in Galilee.    

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011716.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
The Church as Bride of Christ 

• CCC, no. 796 
Marriage in the Lord 

• CCC, nos. 1612, 1613-1616, 1617 

Charism’s at the service of the Church 

• CCC, nos. 799-801, 951, 2003 

 
Charisms of the One Spirit, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

Almighty ever-living God,  

who govern all things,  

both in heaven and on earth,  

mercifully hear the pleading of your people  

and bestow your peace on our times.   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

The papers and the airwaves are filled with 

bombings and killings; with fleeing homelands and 

seeking safety; with strife, murder, and unrest.   

 

These big and tragic actions are not of our hands 

(we say), are far away (thank God! we say).  And 

still we cry in mercy for peace in our time.    

 

Who do I know in need of peace this week?  

 

How can I extend mercy to one person, perhaps to 

two?  Today.  This week.   
 

 

Communion Antiphon  1 Jn 4:16 

We have come to know and to believe 

in the love that God has for us. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

We can behave with mercy and peace because we 

are loved.   
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year C 

LM, no. 69C 

24 January 2016  
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Nehemiah  8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 – They read from the 

book of the Law and they understood what was 

read.   

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15 – (cf. John 6:63c) Your 

words, Lord, are Spirit and life.   
1 Corinthians 12:12-30 – You are Christ’s body 

and individually parts of it.  

Alleluia – (cf. Luke 4:18)  

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to 

the poor, 

and to proclaim liberty to captives.  

Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 – Today this Scripture 

passage is fulfilled.    
 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/012416.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  

New Law and Gospel 

• CCC, nos. 1965-1974 

The Church as the Body of Christ 

• CCC, nos. 787-795 

 
The Body of Christ, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Lectionary for Mass  
 

Recall the connections these biblical texts have 

with other parts of the liturgical year that unfold in 

new ways for us today.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

Nehemiah – This is a day of festive eating and 

drinking because the covenant is read aloud.  The 

reading is also proclaimed at the Dedication of a 

Church and an Altar, a day parishioners pray with 

the Bishop in a new church for the first time.  Oh, 

the power of the word proclaimed and the Word 

present among us!   

 

The new law seeks “to reform the heart, the root of 

human acts…”[CCC, no. 1968].  

 

Psalm – Not only are God’s words both Spirit and 

life, we know that the spoken Word of God is 

Christ himself [Christmas during the Day; John 1].   

 

1 Corinthians – One body, Christ’s Body, 

Mystical Body, People of God [Lumen Gentium].   

 

Alleluia and Luke – Sent – glad tiding to the poor 

– liberty to captives.  Fulfilled today.  The Church 

also hears these same words and this same Word at 

the Chrism Mass.  

 

♦  More Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

Collect – May we “abound in good works” – 

because we are the Body of Christ, the People of 

God, the lovers of the covenant, that is, those in 

loyal relationship between God and the People of 

God.   
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year C 

LM, no. 72C 

31 January 2016   
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 – A prophet to the nations I 

appointed you.   

Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17 – (cf. 15ab) I will 

sing of your salvation.   
1 Corinthians 12:31–13:13 – So faith, hope, love 

remain, these three; but the greatest of these is 

love. 

Alleluia  – Luke 4:18  

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to 

the poor, 

and to proclaim liberty to captives.  

Luke 4:21-30 – Like Elijah and Elisha, Jesus was 

not sent only to the Jews.    

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/013116.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  

Our participation in Christ’s prophetic office 

• CCC, nos. 904, 905-907 

Charity 

• CCC, nos. 1822-1829 

Communion in the Church 

• CCC, nos. 772-773, 953 

Those in heaven behold God face to face 

• CCC, nos. 314, 1023, 2519 

 
Preaching Good News, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Lectionary for Mass 
 

Alleluia  

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

and to proclaim liberty to captives.  

 

This week and last week, we sing this same 

acclamation before the Gospel.   

 

See CCC, no. 904 – “to teach in order to lead 

others to faith is the task of…each believer…” 

See CCC, no. 1824 – “the fruits of charity are joy, 

peace, and mercy…” 

See CCC, no. 2519 – “purity of heart…enables us 

to see according to God, to accept others as 

neighbors…” 

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

In this Mercy Year, we are urged to look within so 

we can look out:   

• to teach,  

• to do charity and mercy,  

• to be pure of heart.   
 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Communion Antiphon  Mt 5:3-4 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the 

land. 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 
 

We sing the beginnings of the Beatitudes today.  

Could a setting of it be the Communion Song?  

And next week, too, for it is sung again.   
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year C 

LM, no. 75C 

07 February 2016   
 

Scripture Readings  Prayer and Meaning  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 – Here I am!  Send me.   

Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 – (1c) In the sight of 

the angels I will sing your praises, Lord   

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 – So we preached and so 

you believe.   

Alleluia – Matthew 4:19  

Come after me 

and I will make you fishers of men. 

Luke 5:1-11 – They left everything and followed 

Jesus.    

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/020716.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
All are called to follow Christ 

• CCC, nos. 520, 618, 923, 1618, 1642, 2053 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Leave Everything, Follow Jesus, Steve Erspamer.   

 

 

Roman Missal, Third Edition 
 

Collect 

Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing 

care,  

that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace,  

they may be defended always by your protection.   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.   

 
Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

♦  Meaning for the Christian Life  ♦ 

 

We plead that God will keep our family, our Body 

of Christ, our Church safe.  But, maybe not just us.  

Maybe the family is also the entire human family – 

the baptized and unbaptized, the believer and the 

unbeliever, the true believer and the unsure 

believer, and all who profess One God as children 

of Abraham and Sarah.   

 

This is, in fact, how we pray during the Solemn 

Intercessions on Good Friday of Holy Week – for 

everyone.  

 

How can my care of self and others be as unfailing 

as God’s care?  

 

How can my response to grace be solely reliant on 

God?  So much so, that all I can do is foster 

goodness, foster life, bring life.   

 

How can my defense of others reflect God’s 

defense of me? 
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Bulletin Shorts for Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

    FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts.   

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Ordinary Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html   
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – 17 January 2016 

“My Delight.”  Not “Forsaken”.  Not “Desolate”.  God says it long ago to Israel and says it still today to 

each of us:  You are my Delight!  This is the endearing language of personal relationship.  This is the 

lasting language of covenantal love.  In the Gospel today, Jesus, in a first public act, has compassion on 

the bridal party and their guests at Cana.  Good wine, saved to last.  No one is forsaken.   

• Who are the desolate ones?   

• Who are the forsaken ones who are near?   

• How can I act with compassion? 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – 24 January 2016 
Picture this.  The whole town is gathered at the public square.  Standing.  Listening.  The terms of the 

covenant – the loyal relationship between God and the People of God – is read aloud.  Each of us is in 

that crowd.  Each of us is part of that body.  And no part of that body is unimportant – for we are the 

Body of Christ.   

• Who in this Body has nothing prepared and needs festive food and drink?   

• Who in this Body is captive and needs to be unbound?   

• Who in this Body is poor and needs glad tidings, Good News? 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 31 January 2016 
Glad tidings.  Good News!   Last Sunday and this one, too, Jesus declares:  “Today this Scripture 

passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”  In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus’ first compassionate act is making wine 

for the Cana wedding feast (two Sundays ago).  His first public words focus on care for the poor, the 

captive, the blind, and the oppressed (last Sunday).  Gracious words!  Amazing words (this Sunday)!  

Luke, the Gospel of mercy, is our guide in this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.   

• What Good News do I need to hear?   

• What Good News can I proclaim?   

• What can I do to help make it come true?   

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 07 February 2016 
Lent is almost here.  Forty special Days for extraordinary fasting, praying, giving.  We will fast to 

sharpen our senses.  We will pray to focus our attention on God in Christ.  We will give up some things 

and give away more things, in order to give ourselves over to a Christian life of compassion and mercy.   

• This Lent, I want to…. 

• This Lent, I need to…. 

This Lent.  These days.  This time.   


