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Concerning the Liturgical Time 

 

♦  Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  
 

102.  …Within the cycle of a year, moreover, the 

Church unfolds the whole mystery of Christ … 

Recalling thus the mysteries of redemption, the 

Church opens to the faithful the riches of the 

Lord’s powers and merits, so that these are in 

some way made present in every age in order that 

the faithful may lay hold on them and be filled 

with grace.   

 

♦  Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and 

the General Roman Calendar 

 

Sunday 

4.  On the first day of each week, which is 

known as the Day of the Lord or the Lord’s Day, 

the Church, by an apostolic tradition that draws its 

origin from the very day of the Resurrection of 

Christ, celebrates the Paschal Mystery.  Hence, 

Sunday must be considered the primordial feast 

day.   

 

II.  The Cycle of the Year  

17.  Over the course of the year the Church 

celebrates the whole mystery of Christ, from the 

Incarnation to Pentecost Day and the days of 

waiting for the Advent of the Lord. 

 

I. The Paschal Triduum 

18.  Since Christ accomplished his work of 

human redemption and of the perfect glorification 

of God principally through his Paschal Mystery, in 

which by dying he has destroyed our death, and by 

rising restored our life, the sacred Paschal Triduum 

of the Passion and Resurrection of the Lord shines 

forth as the high point of the entire liturgical year.  

Therefore the preeminence that Sunday has in the 

week, the Solemnity of Easter has in the liturgical 

year.   

 

19.  The Paschal Triduum of the Passion and 

Resurrection of the Lord begins with the evening 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper, has its center in the 

Easter Vigil, and closes with Vespers (Evening 

Prayer) of the Sunday of the Resurrection. 

 

20.  On Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good 

Friday) and, if appropriate, also on Holy Saturday 

until the Easter Vigil, the sacred Paschal Fast is 

everywhere observed. 

 

21.  The Easter Vigil, in the holy night when 

the Lord rose again, is considered the “mother of 

all holy Vigils,” in which the Church, keeping 

watch, awaits the Resurrection of Christ and 

celebrates it in the Sacraments.  Therefore, the 

entire celebration of this sacred Vigil must take 

place at night, so that it both begins after nightfall 

and ends before the dawn on the Sunday.   

 

II. Easter Time 

22.  The fifty days from the Sunday of the 

Resurrection to Pentecost Sunday are celebrated in 

joy and exultation as one feast day, indeed as one 

“great Sunday.”  These are the days above all 

others in which the Alleluia is sung. 

 

23.  The Sundays of this time of year are 

considered to be Sundays of Easter and are called, 

after Easter Sunday itself, the Second, Third, 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Sundays of 

Easter.  This sacred period of fifty days concludes 

with Pentecost Sunday. 

 

24.  The first eight days of Easter Time 

constitute the Octave of Easter and are celebrated 

as Solemnities of the Lord. 

 

25.  On the fortieth day after Easter the 

Ascension of the Lord is celebrated, except where, 

not being observed as a Holyday of Obligation, it 

has been assigned to the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

(cf. no. 7).   
Note:  In the Province of Chicago, The Ascension 

of the Lord has been permanently transferred to 

the following Sunday.   

 

26.  The weekdays from the Ascension up to 

and including the Saturday before Pentecost 

prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Paraclete. 

More >>> 
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Concerning the Liturgical Time 

 

♦  Lectionary for Mass, Introduction 
 

3.  Lent  
a)  THE SUNDAYS 

97. ….On Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

the texts for the procession are selections from the 

Synoptic Gospels concerning the Lord’s solemn 

entry into Jerusalem.  For the Mass the reading is 

the account of the Lord’s Passion…   

 

4.  The Sacred Triduum  

and the Easter Season 
 

a)  THE SACRED EASTER TRIDUUM  

99.  On Holy Thursday at the evening Mass the 

remembrance of the meal preceding the Exodus 

casts its own special light because of Christ’s 

example in washing the feet of his disciples and 

Paul’s account of the institution of the Christian 

Passover in the Eucharist.   

 On Good Friday the liturgical service has 

as its center John’s narrative of the Passion of him 

who was proclaimed in Isaiah as the Servant of the 

LORD and who became the one High Priest by 

offering himself to the Father.   

 At the Vigil on the holy night of Easter 

there are seven Old Testament readings which 

recall the wonderful works of God in the history of 

salvation.  There are two New Testament readings, 

the announcement of the Resurrection according to 

one of the Synoptic Gospels and a reading from St. 

Paul on Christian baptism as the sacrament of 

Christ’s Resurrection.   

 The Gospel reading for the Mass on Easter 

day is from John on the finding of the empty tomb. 

There is also, however, the option to use the 

Gospel texts from the Easter Vigil or, when there 

is an evening Mass on Easter Sunday, to use the 

account in Luke of the Lord’s appearance to the 

disciples on the road to Emmaus.  The first reading 

is from the Acts of the Apostles, which throughout 

the Easter season replaces the Old Testament 

reading.  The reading from the Apostle Paul 

concerns the living out of the paschal mystery in 

the Church.   

 

 

b)  THE SUNDAYS  

 

100. The Gospel readings for the first three 

Sundays recount the appearances of the risen 

Christ.  The readings about the Good Shepherd are 

assigned to the Fourth Sunday.  On the Fifth, 

Sixth, and Seventh Sundays, there are excerpts 

from the Lord’s discourse and prayer at the end of 

the Last Supper.   

 The first reading is from the Acts of the 

Apostles, in a three-year cycle of parallel and 

progressive selections:  material is presented on 

the life of the early Church, its witness, and its 

growth.   

 For the reading from the Apostles, the First 

Letter of Peter is in Year A, the First Letter of John 

in Year B, the Book of Revelation in Year C.  

These are the texts that seem to fit in especially 

well with the spirit of joyous faith and sure hope 

proper to this season.   

 

 
Paschal Mystery, Steve Erspamer.   

 

FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Easter Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html  
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Common Texts for the Season – Prefaces for Easter Time  

 

PREFACE I OF EASTER 

The Paschal Mystery 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

at all times to acclaim you, O Lord,  

but in this time above all 

to laud you yet more gloriously,  

when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. 

 

For he is the true lamb 

who has taken away the sins of the world; 

by dying he has destroyed our death, 

and by rising, restored our life. 

 

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, 

every land, every people exults in your praise 

and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic 

hosts, 

sing together the unending hymn of your glory,  

as they acclaim:  

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest.   
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

PREFACE II OF EASTER 

New life in Christ 

. . . . 

Through him the children of light rise to eternal 

life 

and the halls of the heavenly Kingdom 

are thrown open to the faithful; 

for his Death is our ransom from death, 

and in his rising the life of all has risen. . . . 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE III OF EASTER 

Christ living and always interceding for us 

. . . . 

He never ceases to offer himself for us 

but defends us and ever pleads our cause before 

you: 

he is the sacrificial Victim who dies no more, 

the Lamb, once slain, who lives for ever. . . . 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

PREFACE IV OF EASTER 

The restoration of the universe through the Paschal 

Mystery 

. . . . 

For, with the old order destroyed, 

a universe cast down is renewed, 

and integrity of life is restored to us in Christ. . . . 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 

PREFACE V OF EASTER 

Christ, Priest and Victim 

. . . . 

By the oblation of his Body, 

he brought the sacrifices of old to fulfillment 

in the reality of the Cross 

and, by commending himself to you for our 

salvation, 

showed himself the Priest, the Altar, and the Lamb 

of sacrifice. . . . 
 

Roman Missal, © 2010, ICEL.   

 
Dead and Risen Christ, Steve Erspamer. 
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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Year C 

LM, no. 37C and 38ABC 

20 March 2016  
 

Scripture Readings   

 

Lectionary for Mass 

LM, no 37C  At the Procession with Palms   

Luke 19:28-40 – Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord.  

LM, no. 38 ABC  At the Mass  

Isaiah 50:4-7 – My face I did not shield from 

buffets and spitting, knowing that I shall not be 

put to shame. 

Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 – (2a) My God, 

my God, why have you abandoned me? 

Philippians 2:6-11 – Christ humbled himself. 

Because of this God greatly exalted him. 

Verse before the Gospel – Philippians 2:8-9   

 Christ became obedient to the point of death, 

 even death on a cross. 

 Because of this, God greatly exalted him 

 and bestowed on him the name which is above 

every name. 

Luke 22:14-23:56 – The Passion of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.    

OR  Luke 23:1-49 – The Passion of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032016.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem 

• CCC, nos. 557-560 

The Passion of Christ 

• CCC, nos. 602-618 

Christ’s kingship gained through his death and 

Resurrection 

• CCC, no. 2816 

The Paschal Mystery and the liturgy 

• CCC, nos. 654, 1067-1068, 1085, 1362 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Paschal Mystery, Steve Erspamer.   
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Thursday of the Lord’s Supper 

 

LM, no. 39ABC 

24 March 2016 

Friday of the Passion of the Lord 

(Good Friday) 

LM, no. 40ABC 

25 March 2016 

 

Scripture Readings  Scripture Readings 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 – The law regarding the 

Passover meal. 

Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 – (cf. 1 Cor 

10:16) Our blessing-cup is a communion with 

the Blood of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – For as often as you eat 

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

death of the Lord. 

Verse before the Gospel – John 13:34   

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:  

love one another as I have loved you.   

John 13:1-15 – Jesus loved them to the end.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032416-

lords-supper.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
The institution of the Eucharist 

• CCC, nos. 1337-1344 

Eucharist as thanksgiving 

• CCC, nos. 1359-1361 

Eucharist as sacrifice 

• CCC, nos. 610, 1362-1372, 1382, 1436 

The real presence of Christ in the Eucharist 

• CCC, nos. 1373-1381 

Holy Communion 

• CCC, nos. 1384-1401, 2837 

The Eucharist as the pledge of glory 

• CCC, nos. 1402-1405 

The institution of the priesthood at the Last Supper 

• CCC, nos. 611, 1366 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 – He himself was wounded 

for our sins.  (Fourth oracle of the Servant of 

the Lord). 

Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 – (Luke 23:46) 

Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 – Jesus learned obedience 

and became the source of salvation for all who 

obey him. 

Verse before the Gospel – Philippians 2:8-9   

Christ became obedient to the point of death,  

even death on a cross.   

Because of this, God greatly exalted him  

and bestowed on him the name which is above 

every other name.   

John 18:1—19:42 – The Passion of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032516.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  

The Passion of Christ 

• CCC, nos. 602-618, 1992 

The prayer of Jesus 

• CCC, nos. 612, 2606, 2741 

Christ the High Priest 

• CCC, nos. 467, 540, 1137 

Christ’s obedience and ours 

• CCC, no. 2825 

 
The Holy Cross, Steve Erspamer.   

  



♦ 8 ♦ Sunday Prayer Shaping Life and Belief in the Jubilee of Mercy – 
 

 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

At the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter 

Year C 

LM, no. 41ABC 

26 March 2016 

 

Scripture Readings  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

1.  Genesis 1:1-2:2 – God looked at everything he 

had made, and he found it very good.   

OR Genesis 1:1, 26-31a – God looked at 

everything he had made, and he found it 

very good.   

Psalm 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 – (30) 

Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the 

face of the earth.   

OR Psalm 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22 – (5b) The 

earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.   

 

2.  Genesis 22:1-18 – The sacrifice of Abraham, 

our father in faith.   

OR Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 – The 

sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith. 

Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 – (1) You are my 

inheritance, O Lord. 

 

3.  Exodus 14:15—15 1 – The Israelites marched 

on dry land through the midst of the sea. 

Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 – (1b) Let us 

sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in 

glory. 

 

4.  Isaiah 54:5-14 – With enduring love, the Lord 

your redeemer takes pity on you. 

Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 – (2a) I will praise 

you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 

 

5.  Isaiah 55:1-11 – Come to me that you may have 

life.  I will renew with you an everlasting 

covenant. 

Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 – (3) You will draw water 

joyfully from the springs of salvation. 

 

 
 

 

6.  Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4 – Walk toward the 

splendor of the Lord. 

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 – (John 6:68c) Lord, you 

have the words of everlasting life. 

 

7.  Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28 – I shall sprinkle 

clean water upon you and I shall give you a 

new heart. 

When baptism is celebrated 

Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 – (42:2) Like a deer that 

longs for running streams, my soul longs 

for you, my God. 

When baptism is not celebrated 

Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 – (3) You will draw 

water joyfully from the springs of 

salvation.   

OR Psalm 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 – (12a) 

Create a clean heart in me, O God. 

 

Romans 6:3-11 – Christ, raised from the dead, dies 

no more. 

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 – Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia. 

 

Luke 24:1-12 – Why do you seek the Living One 

among the dead? 

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032616.cfm  

 
Light of Christ, Steve Erspamer.   
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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

At the Mass During the Day 

Year C 

LM, no. 42ABC 

27 March 2016 

 

Scripture Readings   

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43 – We ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead.   

Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 – (24) this is the day 

the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad  

OR Alleluia. 

Colossians 3:1-4 – Seek what is above, where 

Christ is.   

OR 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 – Clear out the old 

yeast, so that you may become a fresh batch 

of dough.   

Sequence – Victimae paschali laudes / Christians, 

to the Paschal Victim  

Alleluia – cf. 1 Corinthians 5:7b-8a 

Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed; 

let us then feast with joy in the Lord. 

At an afternoon or evening Mass, another Gospel 

may be read:  Luke 24:13-35 – Stay with us 

since it is almost evening. (see n. 46)  

The Gospel from the Easter Vigil (see no. 41) 

may also be read in place of the following 

Gospel at any time of the day.  

John 20:1-9 – He had to rise from the dead.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032716.cfm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
The resurrection of Christ and our resurrection  

• CCC, nos. 638-655, 989, 1001-1002 

Easter, the Lord’s Day 

• CCC, nos. 647, 1167-1170, 1243, 1287 

The Sacraments of Initiation 

• CCC, no. 1212 

Baptism 

• CCC, nos. 1214-1222, 1226-1228, 1234-

1245, 1254 

Confirmation 

• CCC, nos. 1286-1289 

Holy Eucharist 

• CCC, nos. 1322-1323 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
They Came to the Tomb, Steve Erspamer.   
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Second Sunday of Easter  

Year C 

LM, no. 45C 

03 April 2016 

Third Sunday of Easter  

Year C 

LM, no. 48C 

10 April 2016 

 

Scripture Readings  Scripture Readings 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Acts 5:12-16 – More than ever, believers in the 

Lord, great numbers of men and women, were 

added to them.   

Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 – (1) Give thanks to 

the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.   

Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 – I was dead, but 

now I am alive forever and ever.   

Alleluia – John 20:29 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have 

seen me, says the Lord;  

blessed are they who have not seen me, but 

still believe!   

John 20:19-31 – Eight days later Jesus came and 

stood in their midst.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/040316.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
Appearances of the risen Christ  

• CCC, nos. 448, 641-646  

Sanctifying presence of the risen Christ in the 

liturgy  

• CCC, nos. 1084-1089  

The Sunday Eucharist 

• CCC, nos. 1342, 2177-2178   

Our new birth in the Resurrection of Christ  

• CCC, nos. 654-655, 1988  

“I believe in the forgiveness of sins” 

• CCC, nos. 929-983, 1441-1442 

Communion in spiritual goods 

• CCC, nos. 949-953, 1329, 1342, 2624, 

2790  

Christ the “Living One” holds the keys to death  

• CCC, nos. 612, 625, 635, 2854  

 

 
 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41 – We are witnesses of these 

words as is the Holy Spirit.   

Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 – (2a) I will praise 

you, Lord, for you have rescued me.   

OR  Alleluia.   

Revelation 5:11-14– Worthy is the Lamb that was 

slain to receive power and riches.  

Alleluia –  

Christ is risen, creator of all;  

he has shown pity on all people.  

John 21-1-19 – Jesus came and took the bread and 

gave it to them and in like manner the fish.   

OR  John 21:1-14 – Jesus came and took the bread 

and gave it to them and in like manner the fish.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041016.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
The apostles and disciples as witnesses to the 

Resurrection  

• CCC, nos. 642-644, 857, 995-996  

The risen Christ and Peter  

• CCC, nos. 553, 641, 881, 1429  

The heavenly liturgy  

• CCC, nos. 1090, 1137-1139, 1326  

 
Come, Have Breakfast, Steve Erspamer.   
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Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Year C 

LM, no. 51C 

17 April 2016 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Year C 

LM, no. 54C 

24 April 2016 

 

Scripture Readings  Scripture Readings 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Acts 13:14, 43-52 – We now turn to the Gentiles.  

Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5 – (3c) We are his people, the 

sheep of his flock.   

OR  Alleluia.   

Revelation 7:9, 14b-17 – The Lamb will shepherd 

them and lead them to springs of life-giving 

water.   

Alleluia – John 10:14 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;  

I know my sheep, and mine know me.   

John 10:27-30 – I give my sheep eternal life.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041716.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
Christ the Shepherd and Gate  

• CCC, nos. 754, 764, 2665  

Pope and bishops as shepherds  

• CCC, nos. 553, 857, 861, 881, 896, 1558, 

1561, 1568, 1574  

Priests as shepherds  

• CCC, nos. 874, 1120, 1465, 1536, 1548-

1551, 1564, 2179, 2686  

The Church is made up of Jews and Gentiles  

• CCC, nos. 60, 442, 543, 674, 724, 755, 

775, 781  

Our communion with the martyrs 

• CCC, nos. 957, 1138, 1173, 2473-2474 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Acts 14:21-27 – They called the Church together 

and reported what God had done with them.  

Psalm 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 – (cf. 1) I will praise 

your name forever, my king and my God.   

OR  Alleluia.   

Revelation 21:1-5a – God will wipe every tear 

from their eyes.   

Alleluia – John 13:34  

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:  

love one another as I have loved you.  

John 13:31-33a, 34-35 – I give you a new 

commandment:  love one another.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/042416.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
Christ’s prayer at the Last Supper   

• CCC, nos. 2746-2751   

“As I have loved you”  

• CCC, nos. 459, 1823, 2074, 2196, 2822, 

2842 

A new heaven and new earth  

• CCC, nos. 756, 865, 1042-1050, 2016, 

2817  

 
Steve Erspamer.   

  



♦ 12 ♦ Sunday Prayer Shaping Life and Belief in the Jubilee of Mercy – 
 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Year C 

LM, no. 57C 

01 May 2016 

 

Scripture Readings   

 

Lectionary for Mass 

When the Ascension of the Lord is celebrated the 

following Sunday, the second reading and 

Gospel from the Seventh Sunday of Easter (see 

nos. 59-61) may be read on the Sixth Sunday 

of Easter.   

 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 – It is the decision of the Holy 

Spirit and of us not to place on you any burden 

beyond these necessities.    

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 – (4) O God, let all the 

nations praise you!   

OR  Alleluia.   

Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 – The angel showed 

me the holy city coming down out of heaven.   

Alleluia – John 14:23   

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the 

Lord,  

and my Father will love him and we will come 

to him.   

John 14:23-29 – The Holy Spirit will teach you 

everything and remind you of all that I told 

you.     

 

OR from the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20 – Come, Lord 

Jesus!   

Alleluia – cf. John 14:18  

I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord.   

I will come back to you, and your hearts will 

rejoice.   

John 17:20-26 – That they may be brought to 

perfection as one!   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050116.cfm  

 

 

 

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
Christ’s prayer at the Last Supper  

• CCC, nos. 2746-2751  

The Holy Spirit as Advocate/Consoler  

• CCC, nos. 243, 388, 692, 729, 1433, 1848  

The New Law fulfills the Old  

• CCC, nos. 1965-1974  

The heavenly Jerusalem  

• CCC, nos. 865, 869, 1045, 1090, 1198, 

2016  

 

OR from the Seventh Sunday of Easter  

Through Christ we live in communion with Father 

• CCC, no. 521  

The Church is communion with and in Christ  

• CCC, nos. 787-790, 796, 1044-1047  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sent from Judea to Antioch, Steve Erspamer.   
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The Ascension of the Lord  

(at the Vigil Mass) 

Year C 

LM, no. 58C 

07 May 2016  

The Ascension of the Lord  

(at the Mass during the Day) 

Year C 

LM, no. 58C 

08 May 2016 

 

Scripture Readings  Scripture Readings 

 

Note:  In the Province of Chicago, The 

Ascension of the Lord has been permanently 

transferred to the following Sunday.   

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Acts 1:1-11 – As the Apostles were looking on, 

Jesus was taken up.   

Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 – (6) God mounts his throne 

to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets for the 

Lord.   

Ephesians 1:17-23 – Christ has entered into heaven 

itself.   

OR  Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 – Christ has 

entered into heaven itself.   

Alleluia – Matthew 28:19a, 20b   

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord;  

I am with you always, until the end of the 

world.  

Luke 24:46-53 – As he blessed them, he was taken 

up to heaven.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050816-

ascension.cfm  

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
The Ascension  

• CCC, nos. 659-672, 697, 792, 965, 2795 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Note:  In the Province of Chicago, The 

Ascension of the Lord has been permanently 

transferred to the following Sunday.   

 

Lectionary for Mass 

 

Though there are prayers in the Roman Missal for 

the Vigil Mass and for the Mass during the 

Day, the readings are the same for both.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Taken Up to Heaven, Steve Erspamer.   

 
  



♦ 14 ♦ Sunday Prayer Shaping Life and Belief in the Jubilee of Mercy – 
 

 

Pentecost Sunday (at the Vigil Mass) 

Year C 

LM, no. 62ABC 

14 May 2016 

 

Scripture Readings  

 

Lectionary for Mass 

These readings are used at Saturday Evening Mass 

celebrated either before or after Evening Prayer I 

of Pentecost Sunday.  

 

EXTENDED FORM   
On January 16, 1988, the Congregation for Divine 

Worship issued Paschale Solemnitatis, the Circular 

Letter Concerning the Preparation and Celebration of 

the Easter Feasts.  For the Vigil of Pentecost, number 

107 of that Letter encourages “the prolonged 

celebration of Mass in the form of a Vigil, whose 

character is not baptismal as in the Easter Vigil, but is 

one of urgent prayer, after the example of the apostles 

and disciples, who persevered together in prayer with 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, as they awaited the Holy 

Spirit.”   

The Roman Missal, Third Edition provided the 

order, rubrics, and additional psalms and prayers after 

the readings.   

In lieu of each responsorial psalm, a period of 

sacred silence may be observed.  

See the USCCB Committee on Divine Worship 

Newsletter, Vol. XLV, June 2009, page 16 for 

additional details.    

 

Genesis 11:1-9 – It was called Babel because the 

Lord confused the speech of all the world.   

Psalm 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15 – (12b) Blessed the 

people the Lord has chosen to be his own.  

[LM, no. 339, Friday of the Sixth Week in 

Ordinary Time, Year  I]  

 

Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b – The Lord came down 

upon Mount Sinai before all the people.   

Psalm:  Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 – (52b) Glory 

and praise forever!  [LM, no. 164A, The 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, Year A]  

OR  Psalm 19: 8, 9, 10, 11 – (John 6:68c) Lord, 

you have the words of everlasting life.  [LM, 
 

 

 no. 174.14, Common Texts for Sung 

Responsorial Psalms, Ordinary Time]  

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 – Dry bones of Israel, I will bring 

spirit into you, that you may come to life.   

Psalm 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 – (1) Give Thanks to 

the Lord; his love is everlasting.  [LM, no. 423, 

Friday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary 

Time, Year II]   

OR  Alleluia.  

 

Joel 3:1-5 – I will pour out my spirit upon the 

servants and handmaids.   

Psalm 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 – (cf. 30) 

Lord, send out your spirit, and renew the face 

of the earth.  

OR  Alleluia.  

 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the 

highest) is sung. 

 

Romans 8:22-27 – The Spirit intercedes with 

inexpressible groanings.   

Alleluia –  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful  

and kindle in them the fire of your love.   

John 7:37-39 – Rivers of living water will flow.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/051516-

pentecost-vigil.cfm  

 

More >>> 

  



– Holy Week, Paschal Triduum, and Easter Time in Year C   ♦ 15 ♦ 
 

 

Pentecost Sunday  

(at the Vigil Mass) 

Year C 

LM, no. 62ABC 

14 May 2016 

Pentecost Sunday  

(at the Mass during the Day) 

Year C 

LM, no. 63C 

15 May 2016 

 

Scripture Readings  Scripture Readings 

 

Lectionary for Mass 
 

SIMPLE FORM  

Genesis 11:1-9 – It was called Babel because the 

Lord confused the speech of all the world.   

OR 

Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20b – The Lord came down 

upon Mount Sinai before all the people.   

OR 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 – Dry bones of Israel, I will bring 

spirit into you, that you may come to life.   

OR 

Joel 3:1-5 – I will pour out my spirit upon the 

servants and handmaids.   

Psalm 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 – (cf. 30) 

Lord, send out your spirit, and renew the face 

of the earth.  

Romans 8:22-27 – The Spirit intercedes with 

inexpressible groanings.   

Alleluia –  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful  

and kindle in them the fire of your love.   

John 7:37-39 – Rivers of living water will flow.   

 

CDWDS, Homiletic Directory, Appendix  
Pentecost 

• CCC, nos. 696, 726, 731-732, 737-741, 

830, 1076, 1287, 2623  

Apostolic witness on Pentecost  

• CCC, nos. 599, 597, 674, 715  

The mystery of Pentecost continues in the Church  

• CCC, nos. 1152, 1226, 1302, 1556  

The Church, communion in the Spirit  

• CCC, nos. 767, 775, 796, 798, 813, 1097, 

1108-1109  

 

 

 

 

Lectionary for Mass 

Acts 2:1-11 – They were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak.   

Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 – (cf. 30) Lord, 

send out your spirit, and renew the face of the 

earth.   

1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 – In one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body.   

OR  Romans 8:8-17 – Those who are led by the 

Spirit of God are children of God. 

Sequence – Veni, Sancte Spiritus / Come, Holy 

Spirit, come!   

Alleluia –  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful  

and kindle in them the fire of your love.   

John 20:19-23 – As the Father sent me, so I send 

you. Receive the Holy Spirit.   

OR  John 14:15-16, 23b-26 – The Holy Spirit will 

teach you everything.   

 

USCCB link to Lectionary Texts:   

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/051516-

pentecost-day.cfm  

 
Come, Holy Spirit, Steve Erspamer.   

 

  



♦ 16 ♦ Sunday Prayer Shaping Life and Belief in the Jubilee of Mercy – 
 

 

Prayer for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
 

Open on 8 December 2015, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

Close on 20 November 2016, Solemnity of Christ the King 

 

 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 

and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 

Show us your face and we will be saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; 

the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; 

made Peter weep after his betrayal, 

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: 

“If you knew the gift of God!” 

 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, 

of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: 

let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. 

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness 

in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: 

let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 

 

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 

and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 

and restore sight to the blind.   

 

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, 

you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
© Copyright Pontifical Council for the Promotion of New Evangelization, Vatican State. All rights reserved. 
  



– Holy Week, Paschal Triduum, and Easter Time in Year C   ♦ 17 ♦ 
 

 

Bulletin Shorts for Holy Week and the Paschal Triduum 
 

 

 

    FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Easter Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html   
 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion – 20 March 2016  

Processions define this Holy Week.  We bless palms and we process into church after hearing the same 

chorus sung by angels over the manger:  “Peace on earth and glory in the highest.”  On Holy Thursday, 

we process to the Meal of the Lord and then later to the place of repose to ponder and give thanks.  On 

Good Friday, we process to the Cross to behold, to genuflect, to embrace.  In the holy night of Easter, 

we follow in procession the Light, our dead and risen Christ.  We process to the font and wash clean 

new disciples who will take up with us the great mercy works:  feeding, sheltering, clothing, visiting, 

burying, and giving, giving, giving.  Like our ancestors of Exodus, we process to our promised home 

behaving as if we are there.   

• To whom will I go?   

 

Also post for 20 March: 

Beginning of the Paschal Triduum – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 24 March 2016  

Wash.  Give.  Eat.  There are three key verbs for the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 

Thursday.  Some feet are washed this night as a reminder to behave like Jesus.  No task, no service, no 

gesture is beneath those who bear the name Christian.  Then follows a unique Missal rubric:  “…there 

may be a procession of the faithful in which gifts for the poor may be presented with the bread and 

wine.”  As we end Lent with gathering the Rice Bowls “for Lent for Life”, we begin Easter by still 

giving to those who are poor.  No giving is beneath those who follow Jesus.  And after washing and 

giving, we rush headlong to eat and drink the Blood and Body of Christ.   

 We process to give.  We process to eat and drink.  So that we can process to do mercy work.  No 

task, so service, no gesture is beneath those who bear the name Christian.   

• What can I do?  What will I do?   

 

Easter Sunday – 27 March 2016  

Standing with the Dead and Risen Christ.  After hearing during the holy night the Old Testament 

stories of faith, the priest prays on our behalf:  “…stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, / so that, 

renewed in body and mind / we may render you undivided service.”   

 Not just lip service, we pray.  Not just any service.  Undivided service!  We have spent the 40 

Days, the Lenten Days peering across the baptismal waters to rediscover what is means to be disciple, to 

be Christian, to be workers steeped in mercy, overflowing with mercy – because the Risen Christ and his 

Father and the good Spirit filled us and continues to fill us with mercy, with convent-love.   

• How will I be like them this Easter Week?   

More >>> 
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Bulletin Shorts for Easter Time  

Page 1 of 3 
 

 

 

    FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Easter Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html   
 

Second Sunday in Easter Time – 03 April 2016  

We cannot hide.  No out-of-the-way room, no locked door keeps the Risen Christ away from us.  He 

finds the way to us day after day.  We recognize him, both in his repeated Easter greeting (“Peace be 

with you.”) and in his badges beyond death (resurrected wounds in hands and side).  We recognize him 

in bread and wine transformed.  We recognize him in those who gather with us – those near, those 

across the room, those in between.  Jesus is seen on Sunday.  And we are seen by him, with him, in him.  

Like Doubting-to-Believing Thomas, we put our fingers and hands on him.  And like the disciples, he 

breathes on us mercy and forgiveness.   

• Who needs mercy and forgiveness this week?  

• Who needs my merciful forgiveness?  Perhaps it is someone I love.  Perhaps it is someone I 

don’t.   

 

Third Sunday in Easter Time – 10 April 2016  

Jesus cooks breakfast.  Sometimes we just go back to what we did before, to what we know, to what is 

comfortable – just like Peter and Thomas and the boys after the Resurrection of Jesus.  Read the story in 

John 21:1-19.  We may not know what to do.  But Jesus does.  He shows up again.  He reveals himself 

to us.  Again!  This Sunday.  And Sunday after Sunday!  He feeds us with himself, his Body and Blood.  

And then tells us to feed others.  This is the mercy work for this week – loving and feeding.   

• Who needs breakfast? 

• Who needs the food I can buy and give away?  

• Who will I feed in love?  

 

Fourth Sunday in Easter Time – 17 April 2016  

Smell like sheep.  This is what Pope Francis says:  Shepherds should smell like the sheep they shepherd.  

This is not a charge just to bishops and priests.  It is told to all of us, too.  All of us shepherd in little and 

big ways:  in the children we bear and raise, in the students we teach, in the workers we guide, in the 

customers we serve, in ________.  To smell like sheep, we must be unafraid, for we are part of the one 

protected flock, we are all in this together (Jew and Gentile – reread Acts 13:14, 43-52).  Sunday makes 

us one.  Jesus makes us one.   

• Make a list:  who do I shepherd?  

• How can I do this with greater love and care? 

 

More >>> 
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Bulletin Shorts for Easter Time  
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    FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Easter Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html    
 

Fifth Sunday in Easter Time – 24 April 2016  

Known as lovers.  This Sunday, when we show up in church (the building) as Church (the People of 

God), we hear this command anew:  love one another.  It is what disciples (all of us) do.  We love.  But 

we are asked to stretch a bit, perhaps a lot.  The command is to love – not only the ones who are easy to 

love, not only the ones we know and like, but everyone we meet, and even those we will not meet or 

know.  Jesus tells the Church today, “Love.”  Jesus tells the disciples today, “Be known as lovers.”   

• Who seems unlikeable, unlovable and needs to be loved?   

• What will I do?   

 

Sixth Sunday in Easter Time – 01 May 2016  

No greater burden!  You just have to love the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles (15:1-2, 22-29 

– go ahead, read the whole chapter).  It describes the dissention and debate in Antioch, the knock-down, 

drag-out fight among good people.  Who should do what?  How should you behave?  What should you 

believe?  Sound familiar?  Not un-similar to our own day is it!   

 A delegation goes to Jerusalem; Paul and Peter “have it out”, they talk, debate, ponder.  Then the 

whole Church, all of them decide what is right.  Unity in the dead and risen Lord is uppermost.  Place no 

greater burden to unity at the Lord’s table.  Here are fundamentals for debate:  

• Believe in the Trinity and the power of Christ to save.  

• Behave as lovers.  

• Do the works of mercy placing no undue burden.   

 

Ascension of the Lord – 08 May 2016  

Standing around.  We do a lot of that, don’t we?  Standing a round, looking about, wondering what to 

do next.  Two Bible stories told this Ascension Day bring this up.  The first reading (Acts 1:1-11) has 

the apostles standing around, looking up as Jesus goes to heaven.  Two white garment clad strangers 

have to tell them:  What are you doing?  Go, do your work.  In the Gospel (Luke 24:46-53), the disciples 

come off better.  Jesus is taken up to heaven and, without being told, they (1) give Jesus homage, (2) 

return in joy, and (3) continually praise God.  So:   

• How can everything I do this week acknowledge and venerate Jesus?  

• How can I joyfully do what I do?  

• How can my praise of God bring others to Christ?   

 

More >>> 
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Bulletin Shorts for Easter Time  
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    FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Easter Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html    
 

Pentecost – 15 May 2016  

Urgent Prayer.  We call Pentecost the birthday of the Church.  But instead of cake and candles and the 

standard song, we gather around bread and wine with the Illumined One and sing our great prayer of 

Thanksgiving – the Eucharist.  We then eat and drink wine and bread transformed.  And we are 

transformed, we are changed – again.   

 So Pentecost is really about urgent prayer.  Urgent prayer to be Church.  Urgent prayer to be 

changed.  Urgent prayer to be taught by and filed with the good and Holy Spirit.   

• For what will I pray this week? 

• What will I do to bring that prayer about?  

• Might it be some Spirit-lead mercy work?  

 

Diocesan Celebration  
 

A Year of Mercy Juried Art Exhibition 
Stevenson Gallery at the Quincy Art Center, Quincy IL 

Opening Reception, Friday, 12 August 2016, 7:00-9:00 PM 

Show runs 12 August through 17 September 
 

Contact Jeff Boshart, jgboshart@gmail.com, cell (217) 549-2781 
Website Mercy home: http://www.dio.org/yearofmercy/home.html 

Direct link for details: http://www.dio.org/yearofmercy/art-exhibition.html 
 


