
 

Bulletin Shorts for Holy Week and the Paschal Triduum 
 

 

 

    FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts 

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 

are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 

reflections may be downloaded and printed for 

free.  A link for the Easter Time booklet is:  

http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html   
 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion – 20 March 2016  

Processions define this Holy Week.  We bless palms and we process into church after hearing the same 

chorus sung by angels over the manger:  “Peace on earth and glory in the highest.”  On Holy Thursday, 

we process to the Meal of the Lord and then later to the place of repose to ponder and give thanks.  On 

Good Friday, we process to the Cross to behold, to genuflect, to embrace.  In the holy night of Easter, 

we follow in procession the Light, our dead and risen Christ.  We process to the font and wash clean 

new disciples who will take up with us the great mercy works:  feeding, sheltering, clothing, visiting, 

burying, and giving, giving, giving.  Like our ancestors of Exodus, we process to our promised home 

behaving as if we are there.   

• To whom will I go?   

 

Also post for 20 March: 

Beginning of the Paschal Triduum – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 24 March 2016  

Wash.  Give.  Eat.  There are three key verbs for the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 

Thursday.  Some feet are washed this night as a reminder to behave like Jesus.  No task, no service, no 

gesture is beneath those who bear the name Christian.  Then follows a unique Missal rubric:  “…there 

may be a procession of the faithful in which gifts for the poor may be presented with the bread and 

wine.”  As we end Lent with gathering the Rice Bowls “for Lent for Life”, we begin Easter by still 

giving to those who are poor.  No giving is beneath those who follow Jesus.  And after washing and 

giving, we rush headlong to eat and drink the Blood and Body of Christ.   

 We process to give.  We process to eat and drink.  So that we can process to do mercy work.  No 

task, so service, no gesture is beneath those who bear the name Christian.   

• What can I do?  What will I do?   
 

Easter Sunday – 27 March 2016  

Standing with the Dead and Risen Christ.  After hearing during the holy night the Old Testament 

stories of faith, the priest prays on our behalf:  “…stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, / so that, 

renewed in body and mind / we may render you undivided service.”   

 Not just lip service, we pray.  Not just any service.  Undivided service!  We have spent the 40 

Days, the Lenten Days peering across the baptismal waters to rediscover what is means to be disciple, to 

be Christian, to be workers steeped in mercy, overflowing with mercy – because the Risen Christ and his 

Father and the good Spirit filled us and continues to fill us with mercy, with convent-love.   

• How will I be like them this Easter Week?   

More >>> 
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Second Sunday in Easter Time – 03 April 2016  

We cannot hide.  No out-of-the-way room, no locked door keeps the Risen Christ away from us.  He 

finds the way to us day after day.  We recognize him, both in his repeated Easter greeting (“Peace be 

with you.”) and in his badges beyond death (resurrected wounds in hands and side).  We recognize him 

in bread and wine transformed.  We recognize him in those who gather with us – those near, those 

across the room, those in between.  Jesus is seen on Sunday.  And we are seen by him, with him, in him.  

Like Doubting-to-Believing Thomas, we put our fingers and hands on him.  And like the disciples, he 

breathes on us mercy and forgiveness.   

• Who needs mercy and forgiveness this week?  

• Who needs my merciful forgiveness?  Perhaps it is someone I love.  Perhaps it is someone I 

don’t.   

 

Third Sunday in Easter Time – 10 April 2016  

Jesus cooks breakfast.  Sometimes we just go back to what we did before, to what we know, to what is 

comfortable – just like Peter and Thomas and the boys after the Resurrection of Jesus.  Read the story in 

John 21:1-19.  We may not know what to do.  But Jesus does.  He shows up again.  He reveals himself 

to us.  Again!  This Sunday.  And Sunday after Sunday!  He feeds us with himself, his Body and Blood.  

And then tells us to feed others.  This is the mercy work for this week – loving and feeding.   

• Who needs breakfast? 

• Who needs the food I can buy and give away?  

• Who will I feed in love?  

 

Fourth Sunday in Easter Time – 17 April 2016  

Smell like sheep.  This is what Pope Francis says:  Shepherds should smell like the sheep they shepherd.  

This is not a charge just to bishops and priests.  It is told to all of us, too.  All of us shepherd in little and 

big ways:  in the children we bear and raise, in the students we teach, in the workers we guide, in the 

customers we serve, in ________.  To smell like sheep, we must be unafraid, for we are part of the one 

protected flock, we are all in this together (Jew and Gentile – reread Acts 13:14, 43-52).  Sunday makes 

us one.  Jesus makes us one.   

• Make a list:  who do I shepherd?  

• How can I do this with greater love and care? 

 

More >>> 
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Fifth Sunday in Easter Time – 24 April 2016  

Known as lovers.  This Sunday, when we show up in church (the building) as Church (the People of 

God), we hear this command anew:  love one another.  It is what disciples (all of us) do.  We love.  But 

we are asked to stretch a bit, perhaps a lot.  The command is to love – not only the ones who are easy to 

love, not only the ones we know and like, but everyone we meet, and even those we will not meet or 

know.  Jesus tells the Church today, “Love.”  Jesus tells the disciples today, “Be known as lovers.”   

• Who seems unlikeable, unlovable and needs to be loved?   

• What will I do?   

 

Sixth Sunday in Easter Time – 01 May 2016  

No greater burden!  You just have to love the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles (15:1-2, 22-29 

– go ahead, read the whole chapter).  It describes the dissention and debate in Antioch, the knock-down, 

drag-out fight among good people.  Who should do what?  How should you behave?  What should you 

believe?  Sound familiar?  Not un-similar to our own day is it!   

 A delegation goes to Jerusalem; Paul and Peter “have it out”, they talk, debate, ponder.  Then the 

whole Church, all of them decide what is right.  Unity in the dead and risen Lord is uppermost.  Place no 

greater burden to unity at the Lord’s table.  Here are fundamentals for debate:  

• Believe in the Trinity and the power of Christ to save.  

• Behave as lovers.  

• Do the works of mercy placing no undue burden.   

 

Ascension of the Lord – 08 May 2016  

Standing around.  We do a lot of that, don’t we?  Standing a round, looking about, wondering what to 

do next.  Two Bible stories told this Ascension Day bring this up.  The first reading (Acts 1:1-11) has 

the apostles standing around, looking up as Jesus goes to heaven.  Two white garment clad strangers 

have to tell them:  What are you doing?  Go, do your work.  In the Gospel (Luke 24:46-53), the disciples 

come off better.  Jesus is taken up to heaven and, without being told, they (1) give Jesus homage, (2) 

return in joy, and (3) continually praise God.  So:   

• How can everything I do this week acknowledge and venerate Jesus?  

• How can I joyfully do what I do?  

• How can my praise of God bring others to Christ?   

 

More >>> 
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Pentecost – 15 May 2016  

Urgent Prayer.  We call Pentecost the birthday of the Church.  But instead of cake and candles and the 

standard song, we gather around bread and wine with the Illumined One and sing our great prayer of 

Thanksgiving – the Eucharist.  We then eat and drink wine and bread transformed.  And we are 

transformed, we are changed – again.   

 So Pentecost is really about urgent prayer.  Urgent prayer to be Church.  Urgent prayer to be 

changed.  Urgent prayer to be taught by and filed with the good and Holy Spirit.   

• For what will I pray this week? 

• What will I do to bring that prayer about?  

• Might it be some Spirit-lead mercy work?  

 

Diocesan Celebration  
 

A Year of Mercy Juried Art Exhibition 
Stevenson Gallery at the Quincy Art Center, Quincy IL 

Opening Reception, Friday, 12 August 2016, 7:00-9:00 PM 

Show runs 12 August through 17 September 
 

Contact Jeff Boshart, jgboshart@gmail.com, cell (217) 549-2781 
Website Mercy home: http://www.dio.org/yearofmercy/home.html 

Direct link for details: http://www.dio.org/yearofmercy/art-exhibition.html 
 


