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March for Life 
January 17 – 21, 2018 

Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Do you have to register as part of a group? 

No. The “group registration” format is designed to facilitate better communication between the pilgrimage 
coordinator and individual groups. This method also helps minimize mailing costs by sending information to group 
leaders instead of each person directly. Individuals can register and will be listed as a group of “1” on rosters. Youth 
must have an adult chaperone. If youth want to come on the trip but do not have an adult to be their chaperone, 
contact the Office for Youth & Young Adult Ministry at (217) 698-8500 x. 154 to see if there are adults from other 
groups available to chaperone more people. 
 
Where will the bus pick us up? 

Bus departure points are based on how best to serve the needs of all the groups once the initial registration 
deadline passes. The goal is to make pick-up points as convenient as possible for the most people. 
 
What does “requesting private lodging” mean on the registration form? 

The registration fee is based on 4 people sharing a room with 2 double or queen sized beds. If you would prefer to 
have more private accommodations, arrangements can be made. Addition fees will apply if private lodging is 
requested and is based on availability at the hotel. Requests must be received by November 30. 
 
How do I find my Congressional District? 

Please visit http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/. This site searches districts by ZIP +4 code. 
 
Is there scholarship money available from the diocese? 

Yes. The winner of the art contest for the March for Life t-shirt will receive free registration for the diocesan 
pilgrimage. If donations for more scholarships are received, information on how to apply for these funds will be 
announced in the Youth and Young Adult Ministry eNewsletter and on the March for Life website at 
www.dio.org/youthministry/mfl. Catholic organizations like the Knights of Columbus can be a good resource for 
helping with fund-raising or scholarship grants, too. 
 
Are tours of the White House available during the trip? 

Yes. Saturday’s schedule allows for some free time for groups to explore. However, there is no guarantee time will 
be available for a White House tour. White House tours must be arranged through your member of Congress and be 
made at least 21 days in advance. Since the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois includes five different congressional 
districts, each individual group must make their own arrangements. Submit your request as early as possible since a 
limited number of tours are available. Tours are free of charge. More information is available at 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/tours-and-events. 
 
Are there other trips from the diocese to the March for Life? 

Yes. Many other groups from this area plan trips to Washington, DC for the March for Life. The information in this 
packet is about the official Diocesan trip that is planned by the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry. 
 
How much school will students miss? 

Students will miss Thursday, January 17 and Friday, January 18. Registered groups will receive a letter to school 
administrators from the pilgrimage coordinator explaining the educational and faith value of the trip. 
 
Have more questions? 

You are welcome to contact the pilgrimage coordinator, Kyle Holtgrave, at any time. Office: (217) 698-8500, x. 154, 
cell at (217) 622-4994, or email kholtgrave@dio.org.  


