· The mission of the Rural Life Ministry is to educate and minister to people, agricultural, as well as non-agricultural, on the moral and social teaching of the Catholic Church concerning our stewardship of the earth and all creation.  

· In the 28 counties of our diocese, the traditional farm family with its land, crops, and livestock need and deserve our support. When possible buy locally grown crops.  

For a copy of the Illinois Bishop Statement on Rural Life, call the Office for Social Concerns (OSC) at the Catholic Pastoral Center in IL, 217-698-8500 ext. 167 or email osc@dio.org. 
