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Prayer for the Fourth Synod of the 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois  
 
O God, who never forsake your people and ever journey with them  
through the struggles and joys of daily life,  
stir up the flame of faith in the hearts of your sons and daughters  
in our Diocese of Springfield in Illinois.  
Help us to experience anew your great love for us  
and fill us with a greater desire to love and serve you and our neighbor.  
Throughout this time of our fourth diocesan synod,  
help us, by the light of the Holy Spirit,  
to discern the needs of our local Church  
and better follow Christ your Son as intentional disciples.  
Open our hearts and minds to know your will,  
to speak the truth with love, and to hear each other,  
that together we might plan, with the help of your grace,  
for the strengthening and growth of our diocese.  
May Mary, the Immaculate Conception,  
first and greatest of all disciples, lead us closer to your Son.  
May she accompany us as we follow the call  
to live as his disciples and as generous stewards of your many gifts.  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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2017 Diocesan Synod General Timeline  
 
The general timeline will start with an Opening Ceremony on January 22. 

Throughout 2017 committees will draft the synodal directory, the questions for 
discussion and proposed synodal declarations, decrees and statutes. There will be 
listening sessions in the deaneries and parishes, as well as opportunities for people to 
offer feedback online through our diocesan websi te. The Solemn Closing of the Synod 
will take place on November 26, 2017. 

  
Specifically, the schedule for the various events associated with our Fourth 

Diocesan Synod is as follows: 
Å Sunday, January 22, 2:00 PM ð Prayer Service for the Opening of the Preliminary 

Phase of the Diocesan Synod (at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Springfield)  

Å Sunday, April 2, 2:00 PM ð Diocesan Synod Deanery Prayer and Listening Sessions 
in each Deanery with the Bishop connected by video conference to hear the needs, 
desires and opinions of the faithful regarding the proposed synodal topics   

Å Tuesday April 11, 6:30 PM ð Chrism Mass with Official Opening of the Diocesan 
Synod (at Cathedral)  

Å Saturday, May 20, 10:00-2:00 ð First Session of the Official Members of the 
Diocesan Synod (at Cathedral Atrium)  

Å Saturday, August 12 ð Gathering of Permanent Deacons for prayer and discussion 
regarding the Diocesan Synod (at Cathedral) 

Å Saturday, August 19 ð Synodal Consultation with Consecrated Religious (at 
Chiara Center, Springfield) 

Å Saturday, September 9 ð Second Session of the Official Members of the Diocesan 
Synod (at Little Flower Parish Center, Springfield)  

Å Monday, September 18 to Thursday, September 21 ð Convocation of Priests for 
prayer and discussion regarding the Diocesan Synod (at Pere Marquette Lodge, 
Grafton, Illinois)  

Å Sunday, September 24, 2:00 PM ð Diocesan Synod Deanery Prayer and Listening 
Sessions in each Deanery with the Bishop connected by video conference to receive 
feedback on proposed synodal declarations and decrees 

Å Wednesday, October 11, 2017 ð Consultation with the Diocesan Curia  
Å Saturday, November 18, 10:00-2:00 ð Final Session of the Official Members of the 

Diocesan Synod to vote on synodal declarations, decrees and statutes (at St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish, Chatham) 

Å Sunday, November 26, 2:00 PM ð Mass Closing the Diocesan Synod on the 
Solemnity of Christ the King (at Cathedral)  
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Directory for the Fourth Diocesan Synod   
The Year of Grace 2017 

Diocese of Springfield in Illino is 
 

The Nature and Purpose of a Diocesan Synod 

 The Code of Canon Law provides nine specific canons (cc. 460-468) on the subject 
of the diocesan synod. In 1997, the Congregation for Bishops and the Congregation for 
the Evangelization of Peoples issued an Instruction on Diocesan Synods. While the canons 
offer a general schema for a diocesan synod, the 1997 instruction offers more concrete 
assistance in how a synod is held, what is to be addressed, and who is a part of it. 

 The following are excerpts from th e Instruction concerning the nature and purpose 
of the diocesan synod:  

 òThe purpose of the diocesan Synod is to assist the Bishop in the exercise of the 
office proper to him, namely, that of governing the Christian community. This purpose 
determines the particular roles to be ascribed to those priests who partake in the work of 
the Synod ôas wise collaborators with the Order of Bishops, their helpers and chosen 
instruments, and who are called to serve the People of God.õ The Synod also offers the 
Bishop the opportunity of calling to cooperate with him and with his priests some 
members of the laity as well as some chosen religious. This is a particular form of that 
responsibility and concerns all of the faithful in building up the Body of Christ. In the 
process of the Synod, the Bishop also exercises the office of governing the Church 
entrusted to his care. He determines its convocation, proposes the questions to be 
discussed in the Synod, and presides at the synodal sessions. Moreover, it is the Bishop 
who, as sole legislator, signs the synodal declarations and decrees and orders their 
publication ( Instruction I.1).ó 

 òThose who participate in the Synod ôassist the diocesan Bishopõ by formulating 
their opinion  or ôvotumõ with regard to the questions, which h ave been proposed by him. 
This votum is defined as "consultativeó so as to indicate that the Bishop remains free to 
accept or not the recommendations made to him by the members of the Synod. However, 
this does not imply that such a ôvotumõ is of little importance or merely an ôexternalõ 
consultation involving someone with no responsibility for the final outcome of the Synod.  
Having heard the members of the Synod, his will be the duty of discernment of the 
various opinions expressed, he will scrutinize ever ything and retain that which is goo d 
(Instruction I.2).ó 

 òCommunion and mission, both indispensable aspects of the Church's pastoral 
activities, constitute ôthe good of the diocesan communityõ mentioned in Canon 460 as 
the final object of the Synod. The work of the Synod is to promote acceptance of the 
Church's salvific doctrine and to encourage the faithful in their following of Christ. Since 
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the Church is òsent into the world to proclaim and bear witness to that communion by 
which it is constituted, as well as to actualize it and to spread itõ (Instruction I.3).ó 
Convocation of Dioc esan Synod 

 Canon 461 in the Code of Canon Law states that it is the sole prerogative of the 
diocesan bishop to convoke a diocesan synod. The following is the text of the decree 
announcing the Fourth Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois:  

 
DECREE 

 
 Having judged the present circumstances of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 
opportune for the convocation of a diocesan synod, and having heard and considered the 
advice of the Presbyteral Council, I, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, by the 
grace of God and the favor of the Apostolic See, Bishop of Springfield in Illinois, in accord 
with canon 461 §1, hereby convoke the Fourth Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in 
Illinois to proceed according to the following timeline:  
 
Å A Prayer Service for the Opening of the Preliminary Phase of the Diocesan Synod will 
be celebrated at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 22, 2017 in the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception to initiate a period of prayer and preparation for the Diocesan Synod;  
 
Å A Skype Diocesan Synod Deanery Prayer and Listening Session will be celebrated 
simultaneously at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 2, 2017 in the deaneries of the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois to hear the needs, desires, and opinions of the faithful regarding 
proposed topics for the synodal discussions; 
 
Å The official opening of the Diocesan Synod will take place in conjunction with the 
Chrism Mass at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 in the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception; 
 
Å The First Session with the official members of the Diocesan Synod will begin at 10:00 
a.m. on Saturday, May 20, 2017 in the Atrium of the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception; 
 
Å A Prayer and Listening Session with the permanent Deacons will be held on Saturday, 
August 12, 2017 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception;  
 
Å A Prayer and Listening Session with Consecrated Religious will be held at a time and 
place to be determined. 
 
Å The Convocation of Priests will meet from September 18-21, 2017 for prayer and 
discussion regarding the Diocesan Synod at Pere Marquette Lodge in Grafton; 
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Å A Skype Diocesan Synod Deanery Prayer and Listening Session will be celebrated 
simultaneously at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 24, 2017 in the deaneries of the Diocese 
of Springfield in Illinois for f eedback on the proposed synodal declarations and decrees; 
 
Å The Second and Final Session of the Diocesan Synod will begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 in the Atrium of the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception to vote on the synodal declarations and decrees; and, 
 
Å The Diocesan Synod will conclude with the celebration of the Holy Mass at 2:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, November 26, 2017, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe, in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.  
 
Further details concerning each of these events will be announced in the coming weeks 
and months. 
 
 This Fourth Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois will seek to help the 
faithful of this local Church accept the teachings of Christ Jesus and his Church, to 
encourage us in their walk with the Lord, to strengthen our unity in Christ, and to help 
us embrace a discipleship and stewardship way of life.  
 
Given at Springfield, Illinois, this 29 day of December, in the year of Our Lord  
2016. 
 

Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki 
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois  

 

Synod Membership  

 The Code of Canon Law (c. 463) sets forth those persons who are member of the 
Synod ex officio and de iure and who ôare to be summoned to the diocesan Synod as 
membersõ and who ôare obliged to participate in it.õ Pertaining to the Diocese of 
Springfield they are: the vicar general, the judicial vicar, the vicars forane (deans), and the 
members of the presbyteral council. 

The law provides also that other members are to be elected in such a way that the 
membership, like the membership of the diocesan pastoral council, òtruly reflects the 
entire portion of the people of God which constitutes the diocese, taking account of the 
different regions of the diocese, of social conditions and professions, and of the part 
played in the apostolate by the members, whether individually or in association with 
others (c. 512 Ä2).ó They are: lay members of Christõs faithful, one from each parish who 
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will be selected by each parish pastoral council; some major superiors of religious 
institutes and of societies of apostolic life, which have a house in the diocese to be 
selected by the diocesan bishop; some deacons of the diocese; the members of the 
diocesan pastoral council, two delegates age 17-22 nominated by the dean of each 
deanery, two members from institutes of consecrated life nominated by superiors who 
have a religious house in the diocese, five principals nominated by the superintendent 
of Catholic schools, and five directors of religious education nominated by the director 
for the Office of Catechesis. 

 The diocesan Bishop may also invite others to be members of the diocesan synod, 
whether clerics or members of institutes of consecrated life or lay members of the faithful.  

 Lay members must be possessed of òfirm faith, high moral standards and 
prudence (c. 512 Ä3)ó and enjoy canonically regular status (Instruction II. 3. 1.). The 
diocesan bishop shall communicate in writing to members their designation as members.  

 One may lose oneõs membership by reason of loss of title or office, which qualified 
one to become a member, or by removal by the bishop for a lawful reason.  

 As provided in c. 833, before commencing the synodal discussions, the members 
of the synod shall make the profession of faith.  

 

Of ficers of the Synod  

President  

 The diocesan bishop presides over the diocesan Synod. He may, however, delegate 
the vicar general to fulfill this office at individual sessions of the synod (c. 462 §2).  

Moderator  

 The diocesan bishop shall appoint a moderator to oversee the preparatory stages 
of the synod and to coordinate the offices and commissions of the Synod and to moderate 
the sessions of the synod (Instruction III.B.2.3). Rev. Msgr. David Hoefler, vicar general of 
the diocese, is the synod moderator. 

Secretary  

 The diocesan Bishop is to appoint a secretary to oversee the Secretariat of the 
Synod (Instruction III.B.1). Rev. Christopher House, chancellor of the diocese, is the synod 
secretary. 
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The Preparatory Commission  

 The Bishop is obliged to constitute a preparatory commission. òThe members of 
this preparatory commission are chosen by the Bishop from amongst the clergy and other 
faithful who are distinguished by their pastoral prudence and by their professional 
competence and who, in so far as possible, reflect the various charisms and ministries of 
the People of God. Some members should be expert in the disciplines of Canon Law and 
Sacred Liturgy (Instruction III.B.1).ó  

 Its tasks are principally to assist the Bishop in matters pertaining to the 
organization and preparation of the Synod; in drawing up and publishing the synodal 
directory; in the designation of the synodal members and in his determining the 
questions to be proposed for synodal deliberation. The diocesan bishop presides over the 
meetings of the preparatory commission.  

 The members of the preparatory commission are: The Most Reverend Thomas 
John Paprocki, Rev. Msgr. David Hoefler (Vicar General), Rev. Christopher House 
(Chancellor), Mike Christie, Rev. Daren Zehnle, Rev. Dean Probst, Rev. Kevin Laughery, 
John Maxwell, Mar elene Mulford, Shaun Riedell, Rev. Brian Alford, Brandi Borries, Rev. 
Charles Edwards, Chris Malmevik, and Zach Wichmann.  
 
 
Determining the Questions  

 The preparatory commission will provide preliminary questions in various areas 
to help facilitate initia l conversations. At the conclusion of the consultative process, 
having considered all of the feedback received, the bishop shall proceed to determine 
those questions on which the synodal debate will concentrate.  

 
 
Rules of Procedure for the Synod  

The Presentation of Propositions/Questions  
 
§ 1. The synodal propositions/questions will be presented for explanation and discussion 
by the diocesan bishop unless he determines a manner otherwise. 
 
 
The Manner of Seeking Opinions 
 
§ 1. It is necessary that the subjects for discussion, determined by the diocesan bishop in 
convoking the synod, be considered before voting by the delegates. 
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§ 2. In treating these subjects, each may express their opinion, according to a manner 
judged most opportune.  
 
§ 3. This opinion is expressed in the assembly of the synod delegates. 

§ 4. The consensus of the synod delegates, at the conclusion of synodal discussions, is 
expressed in Proposals or Amendments submitted to vote and then offered to the diocesan 
bishop at the conclusions of the Synod sessions. The bishop then has the responsibility to 
draw up decrees and statutes based on these recommendations. He does this mindful of 
the needs, wishes, and desires of the People of God but also mindful of the general law 
of the Church. 

 
The Voting Procedure 
 
After the Members have expressed their opinions, if the diocesan bishop determines so, 
voting will take place. Amendments will not be considered until all synodal propositions 
have been discussed. 
 
 
The Formula and Manner of Voting 
 
§ 1. In the Synod, voting is expressed using the formula: yes, no, or abstain. 
 
§ 2. The votes are expressed by a show of hands unless the diocesan bishop determines 
otherwise. 
 
§ 3. A delegate must be present to cast their vote and may not vote absentee or by proxy.  
 
 
The Majority 
 
§ 1. To arrive at the majority of votes, an absolute majority of over half of the delegates 
present is required. 
 
 
The Obligation to Notify Absence 
 
§ 1. Whoever is legitimately impeded and is not able to attend a synodal session must 
make this reason known to the diocesan bishop. 
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Questions for the Preliminary Phase of the Synod  

 
1.  SPRINGFIELD DEANERY :  Describe your relationship with Jesus Christ.  

o What does it look like?   
o How did it come about?   
o How can you start/deepen your relationship?  

 
2. LITCHFIELD DEANERY :  When Jesus asks, how do you answer these questions? 

o òWho do you say that I am?ó Mt. 16:13-20  
o òDo you love me?õ Jn. 21:16-17  
o òDo you love me more than these? Jn. 21:15 What are the ôtheseó in my life that 

compete with my love of Jesus Christ?   
o òWhat do you want me to do for you? (Bartimaeus)ó Mk. 10:46-52  

 
3. ALTON DEANERY :  So - òIs he the one or are you looking for someone else?ó     
(like the question that came from John the Bapt ist) Mt. 11: 1-6 
 
4. JACKSONVILLE DEANERY : òIgnorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.ó  
(St. Jerome and as referenced in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, par. 133 ) What 
does this quote say to you? 
 
5. EFFINGHAM DEANERY :  How do/can the sacraments help you in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ?  
 
6. DECATUR DEANERY :  Is your heart grateful? ò10 were healed were they not? 
Where are the other nine?ó Lk. 17:11-19 

o How can/do you show gratitude to Jesus for your relationship and all He has 
done? Psalm 116  

 
7. QUINCY DEANERY :  What does stewardship mean to you?  

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/16
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/21
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/21
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/10
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/11
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html#54
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/17
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/116
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Sample Cover Letter to Synod Members  

 

April 11, 2017 
 
 

Mr./Ms. <<Full Name>>  
<<Address>>  
<<City, IL Zip code>>  
 
 
Dear Mr./Ms. <<Last Name>>:  
 
 Enclosed is my Decree appointing you serve as a voting member of the Fourth 
Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois,  having been nominated by your pastor to 
represent your parish.  
 

The various elements of the Diocesan Synod will take place over the next several 
months, culminating in the official closing of the Synod on the Solemnity of Christ the 
King on Sunday, November 26th. In particular, y ou are asked to be present for all formal 
sessions of the synod to be celebrated on May 20th and November 18th, 2017, at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Springfield, as well as any other sessions that 
may still be determined, unless legitimately impeded, in which case you are asked to 
inform me of the nature of the im pediment preventing you from being present.  

 
The Diocesan Synod will set the direction and tone for the pastoral ministry of the 

parishes and other components of the Diocese itself for the next several years, if not 
decades, to come. In order to build a v ibrant community of intentional and dedicated 
missionary disciples of the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of Godõs creation who seek 
to become saints, I plan to ask the Fourth Diocesan Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in 
Illinois to discuss how the community of Catholic faithful in this Diocese can be 
committed to the discipleship and stewardship way of life as commanded by Christ Our 
Savior and as revealed by Sacred Scripture and Tradition. 
 
 Your participation in this crucial endeavor is important an d appreciated.  
 

     Sincerely yours in Christ,  
 
 
 
     Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki 
     Bishop of Springfield in Illinois  
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Sample Decree Convoking  Synod  and Appointing  M embers 
 

 WHEREAS, the law of the Church in the Code of Canon Law, canons 460 & 461 §1, 
allows a diocesan bishop to convoke a diocesan synod when circumstances warrant it for the 
good of the local church after having heard the presbyteral council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, having heard the presbyteral council and judging it to be good for this 
local church, I have decided to convoke the Fourth Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in 
Illinois, to be opened at the diocesan Chrism Mass on April 11th, 2017, at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in Springfield; and  
 
 WHEREAS, according to canon 463 §1, 5º, in the Code of Canon Law, lay members of 
the Christian faithful, even members of institutes of consecrated life, chosen by the pastoral 
council in a number and manner determined by the diocesan bishop are to be called to the 
synod to participate in it; and  
 
 WHEREAS, I have determined upon the recommendation of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council that each parish is to have one voting delegate from among the lay faithful, 
nominated by their pastor or the one who takes the place of a pastor, to be present at the 
synod; 
 
 THEREFORE, I, the Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, by the grace of God and 
favor of the Apostolic See, Bishop of Springfield in Illinois, do hereby summon and appoint 
Mr./Mrs./Miss ___________________, having been nominated by his/her pastor to represent 
his/her parish, to the Fourth Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois. He/She is to be 
present for all formal sessions of the synod to be celebrated on May 20th and November 18th, 
2017, at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Springfield, as well as any other 
sessions that may still be determined, unless legitimately impeded, in which case the 
diocesan bishop is to be informed of said impediment, per canon 464 in the Code of Canon 
Law.  
 
 
 
     Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki 
     Bishop of Springfield in Illinois  
 
 
 
     Reverend Christopher A. House 
     Chancellor and Secretary of the Fourth Synod 
 
Given at the Chancery, 
the 11th day of April, 2017 
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Diocese of Springfield in Illinois  
2017 Synod  Official  M embers 

 
 

PREPARATORY COMMISSION  
 
Reverend Monsignor David J. Hoefler, Vicar General and Moderator  of the Synod 
Very Reverend Christopher A. House, Chancellor and Secretary of the Synod 
Reverend Kevin M. Laughery, Vicar Judicial and Notary of the Synod  
Reverend Daren J. Zehnle, Master of Ceremonies 
Reverend R. Dean Probst, Procurator for the Clergy  
Reverend Brian C. Alford, Director for Vocational Services  
Reverend Charles Edwards, Director of Stewardship and Discipleship  
Mr. Michael Christie, Chairman, Diocesan Pastoral Council  
Mr. Zach Wichmann, Member of Diocesan Pastoral Council 
Mrs. Brandi Borries, Superintendent of Catholic Schools 
Mrs. Christine Malmevik, Director for Catechesis  
Mr. John Maxwell, Director for Financial Services  
Mrs. Marlene Mulford, Director for Com munication and Information Services  
Mr. Shaun Riedell, Director for Development  
Mr. Patrick Hutt, Executive Assistant to the Bishop  
 
 

PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL  
 
Reverend Steven Arisman  
Reverend Mariadas Chatla 
Reverend Christopher J. Comerford 
Reverend D. Patrick Gibbons 
Reverend Barry J. Harmon 
Reverend Monsignor David J. Hoefler, V.G. 
Very Reverend Christopher A. House  
Reverend Braden Maher 
Reverend George Nellikunnel S.A.C. 
Reverend John H. Nolan 
Reverend Monsignor James D. OõShea 
Reverend James Palakudy S.A.C. 
Reverend Michaġ Rosa 
Reverend Scott A. Snider 
Reverend Jeffrey E. Stone 
Reverend Stephen A. Thompson 
Reverend Richard W. Weltin  
Reverend Daniel L. Willenborg  
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DEANS (VICARS FORANE) 

 
Reverend Monsignor Leo J. Enlow V.F. 
Very Reverend Albert F. Allen V.F. 
Very Reverend Jeffrey H. Goeckner V.F. 
Very Reverend Jeffery A. Grant V.F. 
Very Reverend Thomas C. Meyer V.F. 
Very Reverend Joseph M. Molloy V.F. 
 
 

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL  
 
Ms. Margaret Antenan  
Mrs. Betty Bailey 
Mrs. Megan Breheny-Bennett 
Mr. Mike C hristie  
Sister Mary Margaretta Dalton, F.S.G.M. 
Reverend Charles A. Edwards 
Mrs. Patty Fitzpatrick  
Deacon James J. Ghiglione 
Mr. Dale Hilgenbrinck  
Reverend Monsignor David J. Hoefler, V.G. 
Very Reverend Christopher A. House  
Ms. Nicole Lohman  
Mr. George Menard 
Mr. David Michael  
Mrs. Kathy Phillips  
Ms. Linda Rull  
Sister Rene Simonelic, O.S.F. 
Reverend Stephen A. Thompson 
Mrs. Elaine Wagner 
Mr. Zach Wichmann  
 
 

MEMBERS OF INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE AND THEIR RELIGIOUS SUPERIORS 
 
Sister Kathleen Angel, C.D.P. 
Sister Susan Barry, O.S.U. 
Sister David Marie Beikirch, O.P. 
Reverend Donald Blaeser, O.F.M. 
Sister Ann Marie Capal, F.S.G.M. 
Reverend Joseph Carlos, O.F.M. 
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Reverend Thomas Coughlin, O.P.Miss. 
Sister Marybeth Culnan, O.S.F. 
Sister Theresa Davey, O.S.U. 
Reverend Arnaud Devillers, F.S.S.P. 
Reverend John Doctor, O.F.M. 
Reverend Vincent Elsen, O.F.M. 
Sister Rebecca Ann Gemma, O.P. 
Sister Rose Madonna Gibbons, O.S.F. 
Brother Jack Hardesty, O.F.M. 
Reverend Charles Hart, O.F.M. 
Sister Mary Lenore Highland, O.S.F. 
Sister Maria Goretti Hotop, O.S.U. 
Reverend James Isaacson, S.J.C. 
Sister Brenda Jacoby, O.S.U. 
Sister Susan Kienzler, O.S.U. 
Sister Maria Angelica Lopez-Rodriguez, M.A.G.  
Reverend Kevin Mann, S.J.C. 
Brother Anthony Joseph McCoy, F.F.S.C. 
Sister Barbara McMullen, C.D.P. 
Sister Loyola Miller, O.P. 
Sister Mary Karolyn Nunes, F.S.G.M. 
Sister Gertrude OõConnor, O.S.F. 
Sister Katherine OõConnor, O.P. 
Sister Maureen OõConnor, O.S.F. 
Reverend John Ostdiek, O.F.M. 
Sister Anna Marie Pierre, O.P. 
Sister Jacklyn Pritchard, C.D.P. 
Sister Ofelia Quiroz-Martinez, M.A.G.  
Sister Vilayphon Santibout, O.S.F. 
Sister Miriam Scheel, O.P. 
Sister Rosemary Skelley, O.S.U. 
Reverend Scott Thelander, S.J.C. 
Brother John Francis Tyrell, F.F.S.C. 
Reverend Michael Luke Ubben, O.F.M. 
Mother Mary Maximilia Um, F.S.G.M.  
Brother Gerald Voycheck, F.F.S.C. 
Reverend Joseph Zimmerman, O.F.M. 
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PARISH DELEGATES 
 
Mr. Robert Allen, St. Thomas the Apostle, Decatur 
Mr. Tom Arnolts, St. Augustine, Ashland  
Ms. Kate Baker, Holy Cross, Auburn  
Deacon Dennis Baker, St. Joseph, Benld 
Mrs. Lee Barrett, St. Aloysius, North Arm  
Mr. Tim Bealor, St. Edward, Mendon  
Mr. Jamie Becker, St. Patrick, Grafton 
Mrs. Caroline Becker, St. Agnes, Springfield 
Ms. Janice Bellm, St. Cecilia, Glen Carbon 
Ms. Pam Blackorby, Sacred Heart, Franklin 
Mrs. Robin Black-Rubenstein, St. Boniface, Edwardsville 
Mr. Steven Bowman, Our Lady of the Holy Spirit, Mount Zion  
Mr. Nicholas Brady, St. Peter, Petersburg 
Ms. Chelli Branyan, Assumption of BVM, Assumption  
Ms. Ann Carr, Holy F amily, Decatur  
Mr. Tom Cholevik, St. Elizabeth, Granite City  
Ms. Annette Cole, St. Patrick, Girard 
Ms. Lynn Connelly, St. Joseph the Worker, Chatham 
Mrs. Gloria Couvion, St. Mary, Edwardsville  
Ms. Carol Culp, Ss. James and Patrick, Decatur 
Mr. Greg Curtin,  Holy Trinity, Stonington  
Ms. Patricia Damler, Forty Martyrs, Tuscola  
Mrs. Jane Dapkus, St. Nicholas, Pocahontas 
Mr. Carl Darr, Our Saviour, Jacksonville  
Mr. Jesse David, Annunciation, Shumway  
Mr. Sean Davis, St. Katharine Drexel, Springfield 
Mr. Dan Dickm an, St. James, Saint Jacob 
Mr. Jeremy Dyer, St. Peter, Quincy 
Ms. Carol Eickhoff, St. Agnes, Hillsboro  
Mr. Greg Einhorn, Sacred Heart, Lillyville  
Mrs. Pat Ellis, Ss. Peter and Paul, Collinsville 
Ms. Laura Evans, St. Thomas, Camp Point 
Ms. Mary Ann Fawcett,  Our Lady of Lourdes, Decatur  
Ms. Lylah Flach, St. Rose of Lima, Montrose 
Mr. Norman Frisch Jr., Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bethalto 
Mrs. Taryn Gaskill, St. Jerome, Troy 
Mr. Randy Goben, All Saints, White Hall  
Mr. Gary Goldstein, St. Clare, Altamont  
Mrs. Add ie Gramelspacher, St. John the Evangelist, Carrollton 
Mr. Michael Grant, Blessed Sacrament, Quincy 
Mr. Marvin Grapperhaus, St. Elizabeth, Marine  
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Mr. Michael Hady, Resurrection, Illiopolis  
Mr. Paul Hafel, Cathedral, Springfield  
Mr. John Halder, St. John the Evangelist, Medora 
Ms. Janet Harbin, St. Fidelis, Arenzville 
Ms. Deanna L. Harlan, St. Paul, Highland 
Ms. Carole Harrison, St. Mary, Taylorville  
Mrs. Betsy Hemann, St. Michael, Staunton 
Mr. Andrew Hentz, Mother of Perpetual Help, Maryville  
Mr. Dong Hoang,  Christ the King, Springfield  
Mr. Phillip Huber, St. Louis, Nokomis  
Ms. Karla Huddlestun, St. Charles Borromeo, Casey 
Ms. Felecia Huebener, St. Alphonsus, Brighton 
Mrs. Dietgard Hunsley, Mother of Dolors, Vandalia  
Mr. Gilbert Irvin, St. Mary, Marshall  
Ms. Sharon Johnson, Visitation BVM, Alexander 
Ms. Janet Jones, St. Mary, Fieldon 
Mr. Kristopher Kloba, St. John Vianney, Sherman 
Ms. Denise Knoche, Ss. Simon and Jude, Gillespie 
Ms. Colleen Knueven, Holy Angels, Wood River  
Mr. Anthony Koberlein, St. Mary, Sain t Elmo 
Mr. Joseph Kohlrus, St. Jude, Rochester 
Mr. Paul Kuhns, St. Anne, Edgewood 
Mr. James Kukarola, Holy Family, Granite City  
Mr. Richard Lauwerens, Ss. Mary and Joseph, Carlinville 
Mr. David Leonard, St. Mary, Farmersville  
Deacon Thomas Lucia, St. John Paul II, Mount Olive  
Mr. David McCabe, St. Isidore, Bethany 
Ms. Kay McDade, St. John the Baptist, Arcola 
Mr. Kevin McNicholas, Holy Ghost, Jerseyville  
Mr. John Mehlick, St. Aloysius, Springfield  
Ms. Beth Melton, St. Sebastian, Waverly 
Mr. Larry Merriman, S t. Joseph, Ramsey 
Mr. John Miler, St. Thomas, Newton 
Mr. Matthew Mittelstaedt, St. Charles Borromeo, Charleston  
Mr. Nicholas Moehn, St. Mary, Alton  
Ms. Marilyn More, St. Michael the Archangel, Sigel  
Mr. Andy Niemerg, St. Isidore the Farmer, Dieterich  
Ms. Kathy OõBryen, Little Flower, Springfield 
Mrs. Lora Ochs, St. Mary of the Assumption, Ste. Marie 
Deacon Patrick OõToole, St. Maurice, Morrisonville 
Ms. Angie Overbeck, St. Mary Help of Christians, Green Creek 
Mr. Andrea Parri, St. Columcille, Sullivan  
Mr. Brian Pekovitch, St. Francis de Sales, Moweaqua 



19 

Mr. Matthew Peregrin, Sacred Heart, Virden  
Ms. Kim Peters, St. Anthony of Padua, Quincy 
Mr. James Ping, Our Lady of Lourdes, Oblong 
Ms. Barbara Powley, St. Raymond, Raymond 
Mr. Tom Purcell, Sacred Heart, Effingham  
Mr. Joshua Quick, St. Elizabeth, Robinson 
Ms. Martha Rawe, St. Michael, Greenfield 
Ms. Nancy Ray, St. Joseph, Springfield 
Mr. Gerald A. Rehkemper, St. Paul, Highland  
Mrs. Paula Rehkemper, St. Paul, Highland 
Mr. Robert Reinecke, Ss. Peter and Paul, Alton  
Ms. Kathie Sass, St. James, Riverton 
Mr. Leland Schmitz, St. Patrick, Pana 
Ms. Sharon Schraeder, Blessed Sacrament, Springfield 
Mr. Lawrence Schwarz, St. Gertrude, Grantfork 
Deacon Kim Scott, St. Mark, Winchester 
Mr. Gary Sedlock, St. Rita, Kincaid 
Ms. Annette Sims, Sacred Heart, Oconee 
Mr. Mike Stauder, Sacred Heart, Villa Grove  
Ms. Mary Stewart, St. Peter, Petersburg 
Mrs. Shaun Sullivan, St. Mary, Paris 
Mr. Paul Sweet, St. Mary, New Berlin 
Mr. Kenneth Tasset, Holy Family, Athens  
Ms. Jan Teegarden, St. Luke, Virginia  
Ms. Jodi Thornton, Holy Family, Litchfield  
Mr. Mike Tipton, St. Francis of Assisi, Teutopolis  
Mrs. Denise Trickey, Immaculate Conception, Pierron 
Mr. John Trummer, St. Mary of the Assumption, Neoga  
Ms. Donna Tynan, Immaculate Conception, Shelbyville 
Deacon Gene Uptmor, Immaculate Conception, Mattoon 
Mr. Brad Vacca, St. Francis of Assisi, Hardin 
Ms. Emily Van Cleave, Holy Family, Mount Sterling  
Ms. Wilma Veizer, St. Mary and St. Mark, Madison  
Mr. Anthony Visnesky, St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Springfield  
Ms. Joyce Vogel, Blessed Trinity, Brussels 
Mr. Kenneth Vogt, St. Anthony of Padua, Effingham  
Deacon Jay Wackerly, St. Ambrose, Godfrey 
Ms. Angela Waldo, Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bethalto 
Ms. Glenda Waller, St. Michael, Hume 
Mr. Clark Wear, St. Alexius, Beardstown 
Mr. Mark Welch, St. Mary, Pittsfield  
Mr. Phillip Welsh, St. Brigid, Liberty  
Ms. Vicki Wenthe, Sacred Heart/St. Anthony School, Effingham  
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Ms. Krista White, St. Joseph, Quincy 
Mr. Michael Wilhite, St. Lawrence, Greenville  
Mr. Jerry Wi llenborg, Christ the King, Greenup  
Mr. Terry Wisnasky, Sacred Heart, Livingston  
Mr. Gregory A. Wittland, Blessed Sacrament, Quincy  
Mr. Tom Woelfel, St. Francis Xavier, Jerseyville 
Mrs. Janet Zeidler, St. Francis Solanus, Quincy 
Mr. Terrence Zeisset, St. Paul, Highland  
Mr. Robert Zeller, Our Saviour, Jacksonville 
 
 

YOUTH DEANERY REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Miss Sarah Barker, Effingham 
Miss Isabel Brahler, Jacksonville 
Miss Sydney Frey, Decatur 
Miss Maggie Garriott, Springfield  
Miss Marissa Johnson, Springfield 
Mr. Ean Keppner, Quincy  
Mr. Hunter Klette, Alton  
Miss Marie Langdon, Jacksonville 
Miss Madeleine Mizera, Litchfield  
Miss Megan Moran, Effingham  
Mr. Spencer Neal, Alton 
Mr. Adam Peters, Decatur 
Miss Ginny Steinkamp, Quincy  
Miss Megan Thornton, Litchfield  
 
 

PRINCIPA LS AND DIRECTORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 
Ms. Debbie Alexander, Holy Family School, Decatur  
Ms. Becky Bauerle, DRE, Maryville 
Ms. Catherine Becker, DRE, Springfield 
Ms. Maria Carmody, DRE, Hardin  
Mr. Greg Fearday, St. Anthony High School, Effingham  
Ms. Jennifer Frericks, DRE, Carlinville 
Mrs. Ann Gage, DRE, Quincy 
Ms. Lisa Reeves, DRE, Petersburg 
Ms. Lori Shepard, St. Francis Solanus School, Quincy 
Ms. Kathy Sherman, St. Paul Catholic School, Highland 
Ms. Elaine Wagner, St. Louis Catholic School, Nokomis 
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Decree to Open the Fourth Diocesan Synod  
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Decree Promulgating  the Declarations  and Statutes of  the 
Fourth  Diocesan Synod  of the Diocese of  Springfield  in  I llinois  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 





































































































http://www.awakentoprayer.org/holy_oils.htm




















http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/cappella-sistina/storia-cappella-sistina.html
http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/cappella-sistina/storia-cappella-sistina.html


http://www.vaticanstate.va/content/vaticanstate/en/monumenti/musei-vaticani/cappella-sistina.paginate.6.html
http://www.vaticanstate.va/content/vaticanstate/en/monumenti/musei-vaticani/cappella-sistina.paginate.6.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1994/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19940408_restauri-sistina.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/1994/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19940408_restauri-sistina.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/renaissance-reformation/high-ren-florence-rome/michelangelo/a/michelangelo-last-judgment
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/renaissance-reformation/high-ren-florence-rome/michelangelo/a/michelangelo-last-judgment





































