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Synodal Declarations to be Adopted by the  
Fourth Diocesan Synod of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 
 

The Synodal Declarations adopted by the Fourth Diocesan Synod of the Diocese 

of Springfield in Illinois are as follows: 

1. (Statute n. 1):  

a. The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is to 
build a fervent community of intentional and dedicated missionary 
disciples of the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who 
seek to become saints. Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in 
this diocese is committed to the discipleship and stewardship way of life 
as commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred Scripture 
and Tradition. 
 

b. To further this mission, the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is committed 
to implementing the Four Pillars of Discipleship and Stewardship, 
namely: 
 
i. Hospitality – to invite people proactively to join us in prayer, 

especially Sunday Mass; 
 

ii. Prayer – to provide well-prepared celebrations of the sacraments and 
other occasions for prayer as signs of hope and paths of grace to 
heaven; and 
 

iii. Formation – to study the Bible and learn more about Jesus and our 
Catholic faith; 
 

iv. Service – to serve each other, especially those in need, by practicing 
charity and justice. 
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2. (Statute n. 2): In the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois, “all pastoral initiatives 
must be set in relation to holiness”1 and will invite people to a life of discipleship 
and stewardship. 
 

3. (Statute n. 3): “The art of growing in God’s grace is the key to growth in the 
Church. Building a culture of growth in the Church starts with inviting people to 
experience the love of Jesus Christ. . . . This growth looks not only to build up the 
number of followers of Jesus Christ, but also – and more importantly – for 
Christ’s followers to grow in the depth of their relationship with Jesus Christ and 
in their commitment to observe all that he has commanded us to do.”2 
 

4. (Statute n. 4): Catholic discipleship refers to a committed approach to living a 
Christian life within the Catholic Church. Disciples are those who “make a 
conscious, firm decision, carried out in action, to be followers of Jesus Christ no 
matter the cost to themselves.”3 To be a disciple means to accept Jesus Christ as 
one’s Lord and Savior.4 
 

5. (Statute n. 63):  Formation for discipleship and stewardship as a way of life shall 
be the primary focus of the catechetical programs in our Catholic parochial 
schools, high schools and parish schools of religion, as well as our faith 
formation programs for youth, adults and those with special needs, with 
sacramental preparation seen as a step in this process, but not the end of the 
process. Being a practicing Catholic must be taught as a way of life. Thus, 
religious education is a personal obligation that does not end with the reception 
of the sacraments, but continues into adulthood. 
 

6. (Statute n. 79):  As a step toward promoting discipleship and stewardship as a 
way of life from an early age, the Sacraments of Christian Initiation shall be 
offered in the proper sequence (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) for 
children as well as for adults. Those who are baptized as infants are to receive 
the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist at about the age of reason, which 

                                                           
1 Pope Saint John Paul II, Apostolic Letter, Novo Millennio Ineunte, “On entering the New 

Millennium,” January 6, 2001, n. 30. 
 

2 Second Pastoral Letter of Bishop Thomas John Paprocki, Ars Crescendi in Dei Gratia, 
September 14, 2015, n. 1. 
 

3 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Stewardship:  A Disciple’s Response, 1992. 
 

4 Cf. John 3:16; Acts 2:38, 4:12; Romans 10:9, 13. 
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in this diocese will normally be in their third grade of elementary school, after 
they have been properly prepared and have made sacramental confession.5 

    
7. (Statute n. 66):  As a means of fulfilling the responsibility of all the Christian 

faithful (not just parents) to hand on the Catholic faith to the next generation and 
in order that cost not be a barrier for children to receive a Catholic education, our 
parishes and schools through the use of scholarships (public and/or private) 
shall help pay tuition to make Catholic education available in Catholic grade 
schools, high schools and parish schools of religion (K-12) for all children of their 
parishes whose parents agree to the terms of the Family School Agreement. 
 

8. (Statute n. 78): “The art of celebrating the liturgy properly and adoring the Lord 
in the Eucharist devoutly (ars celebrandi et adorandi) is the key to fostering the 
active participation of the People of God in divine worship.”6 The clergy of the 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois “must consider the celebration of the liturgy as 
their principal duty.”7 

 

9. (Statute n. 134): The art of dying in God’s grace is the key to everlasting 
happiness in eternal life. The Christian faithful die to sin through the saving 
waters of baptism. By dying to their selfish desires through acts of mortification 
and self-sacrifice, the Christian faithful grow in love of God and neighbor. The 
whole Christian life aims at reaching this goal of everlasting happiness in eternal 
life by turning from sin and growing in virtue through God’s grace. 
  

10. (Statute n. 143): As a diocese committed to discipleship and stewardship, the 
community of Catholic faithful recognizes that everything we have comes from 
God and that He has given us gifts not just to use them for ourselves but also to 
share them with others. As faithful and generous stewards of God’s abundant 
gifts, those committed to discipleship and stewardship as a way of life pledge to 
share their talents, give of their time and contribute proportionately from their 
financial resources for the good of the Church and those in need. 
 

11. (Statute n. 144): Trusting in God’s providence and giving according to their 
means, the Catholic faithful of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois are called to 

                                                           
5 Cf. cc. 891 and 914 and the complementary norm of the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops). 
 
6 First Pastoral Letter of Bishop Thomas John Paprocki, Ars Celebrandi et Adorandi, June 

22, 2014, n. 1. 
 

7 Pope Benedict XVI, Post-Synodal Exhortation, Sacramentum Caritatis, March 13, 2007, n. 
39. 
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live as disciples of Our Lord Jesus Christ by giving of their time and talent and 
striving to fulfill the Biblical command to tithe by donating the suggested 
amount of at least 8% of their income to their parishes and 2% to other charities 
as an expression of their gratitude to God and of their stewardship of His 
manifold gifts of creation.  

 
12. (Statute n. 145):  

a. Each parish is a member of the Diocese and of the universal Catholic 
Church. As such, each parish has an obligation to contribute to the 
operational expenses of the Diocese and the Apostolic See. Following the 
Biblical model of tithing, parishes shall tithe approximately 10% of their 
designated annual income to the diocese, which shall be used to fund the 
operations of the Diocesan Curia, payment of assessments to the Catholic 
Conference of Illinois and the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, financial contributions to the Apostolic See in accord with canon 
1271, and donations to national and international collections.  
 

b. Parish tithing will replace the Annual Catholic Services Appeal and 
regularly-scheduled second collections. Parishioners who wish to make 
additional donations to the scheduled diocesan, national and international 
collections may still do so by placing the envelope with their designated 
donation in the regular collection. Special second collections will be taken 
in support of the Annual Missionary Plan of Cooperation and may still be 
taken up from time to time to assist victims of natural disasters and other 
extraordinary causes.  
 

c. The Diocesan Bishop shall appoint a committee, whose purpose is, in 
consultation with the Diocesan Finance Council and Presbyteral Council, 
and subject to the approval of the Diocesan Bishop, to define what 
constitutes the annual parish income for the determination of a formula to 
calculate the amount that is subject to the approximate 10% tithe.8 Such 
process should take into consideration the goals of the diocese to build up 
the Body of Christ, to support Catholic formation and education, and to 
recognize the differences in parishes (e.g., those with an abundance of 
material wealth and those without, those that operate parish schools and 
those that do not). Such formula should attempt to be fair and just to all, 
while at the same time provide adequate financial resources to the 
diocese, so that the diocese can accomplish its intended mission. 
 

                                                           
8 Cf. c. 1263. 


