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Reverend Fathers, Deacons, consecrated religious, esteemed Knights
of Columbus, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ: it is good for us to be
here as we celebrate this Mass for this thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary time
and as we gather with the Springfield Chapter of the Knights of Columbus
prior to their banquet and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. It is most
fitting on this occasion that we come to give thanks and praise to God for
the many blessings He has bestowed on each of us.
There is a television show that many of you may have seen on CBS
entitled, “Undercover Boss,” in which heads of businesses go undercover
by becoming employees in their own businesses. As you might imagine,
this process can be a real eye-opening experience for the bosses as they
begin to see what the corporate working conditions are really like. In some
cases, the experience has led to a profound change in attitude toward the
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employees and what they go through in their jobs. It is about viewing the
situation from the other side or looking at things from a different
perspective, which can be truly eye-opening if one is truly open to the
experience and willing to learn from it.
We hear our Lord calling us to do just that in our readings today. He
is calling us to see life from other vantage points and to learn from them. If
we are to be true disciples of our Lord, we must treat others as we would
want to be treated because we are all brothers and sisters in Christ and
children of our heavenly Father.
The author of the book of Exodus reminds the Jewish people in the
first reading from our Mass today that they too were an alien people living
in the land of Egypt. Precisely because of their covenant with the Lord,
they must not forget what it is like to be the outsiders. As a matter of fact,
by virtue of their relationship with God, they are bound to love the most
vulnerable people – foreigners, widows, orphans, and the poor – with the
same the love that God shows to them.
This message is equally important for us to hear today, for if we are
to be true disciples of our Lord, we must not lose sight of the fact that we
are just pilgrims on a journey to our heavenly home. This world in which
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we presently live is not our final destination nor our permanent home, so
we must be ever cognizant as Christians of our obligation to go above and
beyond the norms of how society calls us to treat others, for the Gospel
ought to be our sole guiding norm.
Therefore, turning our attention to our Gospel reading for today, it
should be evident that there is a very strong parallel to be drawn between
the message of the author of the book of Exodus and the message of our
Lord. As a matter of fact, Jesus draws on the wisdom of the Old Testament
writers in responding to the Pharisees’ question of what is the greatest
commandment. First, Jesus quotes a passage from the book of
Deuteronomy, which states: you shall love the LORD, your God, with your
whole heart, and with your whole being, and with your whole strength. 1 But our
Lord does not stop there; rather, He goes on to say that there is a second
commandment that is also important which He draws from the book of
Leviticus: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.2 In drawing these two
passages from the Old Testament, our Lord presents us with the reality
that love of our neighbor is intricately intertwined with our love of God.
This combination of these two passages from Deuteronomy and
Leviticus is not found before the time of Jesus. He gives us a new
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commandment by linking these two commands together. The uniqueness
is in the combination and the declaration that the whole law and the
prophets depend on these two commandments. All other laws are derived
from the love of God.
In the second reading that we heard today, Saint Paul commended
the Thessalonians for turning from their idols to serve the living and true
God. As we look at our own lives we should not fool ourselves into
thinking we have no idols to which we devote our time and attention
simply because we do not literally fall down and worship a golden calf.
False idols come in many shapes and sizes. An example of one such false
idol was mentioned by one of the Confirmation candidates just yesterday
at Christ the King Parish in Springfield. Prior to each Confirmation Mass, I
send a questionnaire to all the candidates asking what receiving the
Sacrament of Confirmation means to them and how they plan to live out
their Confirmation commitment. In answer to the second question – how
do you plan to live out your Confirmation commitment? – one candidate
wrote, “I will give more of my attention to God than my phone.” We all
laugh, but this statement is profoundly true. As a realistic test of your love
for God, ask: do you give more attention to God or to your smart phone?
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord is telling us that if
we are to be His disciples, our love of God must come first and foremost.
He must be the true Lord of our lives. Moreover, we must not only love
God, but we must also love our neighbors whom God made in His own
image. This is our great commandment. So, may we dedicate ourselves to
living by this commandment ever more faithfully in our daily lives, not
with a nebulous sentimentality, but with that total commitment in which
we express our true devotion to God and service to those around us.
As we prepare to approach the Eucharist, we ask our Lord to nourish
us with the sacrament that makes it possible for us to love both God and
our neighbor, so that when our earthly pilgrimage is over, we might inherit
our eternal dwelling place in Heaven.
May God give us this grace. Amen
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Deuteronomy 6:5
Leviticus 19:18

