
  

Guidelines for bringing Confirmandi to the  
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Springfield 
 

1. A list of those receiving the sacraments should be sent to the Cathedral Parish Secretary, Lisa 
Duffey, (lduffey@cathedral.dio.org) and Bishop’s Secretary, Laura Fjelstul, (lfjelstul@dio.org. The 
form to use is attached. 
 

2. Please send Lisa Duffey at the Cathedral a copy of the baptismal certificate for each of your 
confirmandi.  The reception of the sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy Communion must be 
recorded in the Cathedral Parish’s sacramental register. The notification of Baptismal Parishes 
will be done by the Cathedral of those receiving the sacraments. 

 
3. The Cathedral comfortably seats 800 people. When inviting family and friends of the confirmandi 

to the celebration, please limit the number of attendees per confirmandi to 10 people. This 
includes the confirmand, their sponsor, and 8 additional attendees. 

 
4. To ease the process, we ask that each parish provide a check-in person at the Cathedral Atrium to 

confirm all confirmandi and sponsors are present. There will be tables set out in the Atrium for this 
purpose. 
 

5. Nametags and Index Cards will be provided at the check-in desk.   
 
6. Please make sure your student(s) fills out the attached questionnaire. Bishop Paprocki does read 

these and will most likely use them in his homily. These need to be completed and returned to 
the Bishop’s Secretary, Laura Fjelstul, at least 3 weeks prior to your scheduled Mass. 

 
7. We ask that each confirmandi, (or their sponsor) hand an index card, with the Baptismal and 

Confirmation name and Parish to the Deacon or assisting Priest when they are sealed by Bishop 
Paprocki. This will help eliminate any confusion, in the event someone should fall ill and/or not 
be able to attend the celebration.  

 
8. As is his custom, Bishop Paprocki would like to meet with the confirmandi prior to Mass. Students 

are required to be at the Cathedral Atrium one hour prior to the start of Mass. Mass begins at 
11:00 a.m. on Saturdays, and 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

 
9. While your students are meeting with Bishop Paprocki prior to Mass, the families and sponsors of 

the confirmandi are invited to a time of Eucharistic Adoration in the Cathedral Church. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will also be available during that time.  If the visiting priests are 
willing to help with hearing confessions, please ask them to check in the sacristy to see if they will 
be needed. 

10. Parish Priests are encouraged to concelebrate Mass with Bishop Paprocki. Any Deacons assigned 
to your parishes are also welcomed to vest and assist at Mass. Please let Laura in the Bishop’s 
Office know if your Pastors or Deacons plan to attend. 
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11. If you know of siblings of the confirmandi that would be willing to participate as a server, please let 
Laura in the Bishop’s Office know 3 weeks prior to your scheduled Mass. They will be selected on a 
first come, first served basis. 
 

12. If you know of a family member or other adult who would be willing to be a reader at Mass, again, 
please let Laura in the Bishop’s Office know 3 weeks prior to your scheduled Mass. This is most 
encouraged! 
 

13. Please contact Mark Gifford, the Music Director at the Cathedral at 
(mgifford@cathedral.dio.org), not less than 3 weeks prior to your scheduled Mass to discuss the 
music for the liturgy including the participation of any parish musicians or vocalists in the liturgy. 
 

14. After Mass, Bishop Paprocki will plan to return to the front of the altar for photographs with the 
newly confirmed, their families, and a class photo. In order to facilitate this, we ask the following:  
 

• Please see that the newly confirmed remain in their pews at the end of Mass rather 
than process out.  

• Please assign a staff member from each parish to help direct the newly confirmed and 
their families to form a line as they wait for pictures and to ease the process. 

• Please direct your families to limit photos to one of Bishop with the newly confirmed 
and one of Bishop with family. 
 

15. In consultation with Fr. Alford, Rector of the Cathedral, it is requested to offer $150 for the 
Organist and $100 for the Cantor (unless one is provided by the participating parish.) As has been 
customary in the past, parishes may make an offering to the Bishop himself which he uses for his 
Special Assistance Fund. 

 

Thank you for all that you do for your parishes!! 
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