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Offi ce of the Bishop 

February, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This year marks my 10th year as Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 
and as president of Catholic Charities. Thanks to your prayers and generosity, Catholic 
Charities has been a beacon of hope and help for many. Over the past 95 years, our 
numerous services have helped thousands of people overcome difficult periods in their 
lives. The success of our mission is not from the effort of one person or a handful of 
people. The success comes from a continuous network of donors, staff, volunteers, 
board members, priests and religious coming together under the umbrella of Catholic 
Charities. The collective efforts fulfill the mission of the agency "to extend to all the 
healing and empowering presence of Jesus." 

We are instructed to bring God's love to everyone we can reach - and that is 
what Catholic Charities does on a daily basis. Each program is deeply rooted in our 
commitment to provide professional, quality services and our desire to bring mercy and 
justice to anyone in need. 

During the weekend of March 7-8, 2020, the annual collection for Catholic 
Charities will again be held in most of our deaneries. I ask you to continue your 
generosity this year. Please help Catholic Charities to sustain its mission of addressing 
the needs of today's families for another 90 years. If Catholic Charities isn't there to 
answer the call of our brothers and sisters in Christ, who will be? 

With thanks and best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

1~~r~ 
Most Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois 



Pastors/Parish Leaders: Please read or publish this letter the weekend of February 29--March 1, 2020 
and gather the proceeds the weekend of March 7--8, 2020. Please remit the proceeds as soon as possible 
to your local or nearest Catholic Charities area office. Also, you may be contacted by a Catholic Charities 
representative regarding the presentation of information in conjunction with the annual collection. Please 
extend to them your cooperation. 


