
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 
Catholic Pastoral Center • 1615 West Washington Street • Springfie ld , Illinois 62702-4 7 57 

\V\VW.dio.org 217-698-8500 FAX 217-698-0802 

Office of the Bishop 
January, 2021 

My dear friends in Christ, 

Over the past year, the coronavirus pandemic has magnified the importance of 
communication. Whether it was announcing the closing and then reopening of the public 
celebration of Mass, updates on Confirmations, how our schools would reopen safely and 
responsibly, and how we should respond spiritually to the fear and stress of the pandemic, 
Catholic Times was consistently in your mailbox conveying these critical messages to you and 
the faithful of our diocese. In fact, I have heard numerous people say that despite all the 
uncertainty, Catholic Times was a consistent beacon of normalcy, something people deeply 
appreciated. 

Catholic Times has been putting a greater emphasis on feature reporting, highlighting 
the people, parishes, and schools that are building up the Kingdom of God in our diocese. The 
magazine is also focusing on educating people about the faith through the "Hey, Father!" 
series and showcasing inspiring stories that provide a much-needed spiritual boost, especially 
during this uncertain time. New series in Catholic Times were also launched this past year 
including "From the Archives" and the cartoon "One Last Thing." 

My column, "Lex Cordis Caritas," is on page 4 of each issue. It is one of the best ways 
that I can speak to you about the issues that we face as Catholics in Central Illinois and the 
nation and update you on important decisions I make that impact the faithful. As your bishop, 
it is important for me to be an active participant in Catholic media. 

Catholic Times strives to report on the people and issues in our diocese and the 
extraordinary work ahead of us. Whether it is your church, your neighbor, or your school, it is 
important the magazine highlights the incredible life-giving and spiritually giving work our 
people are doing. The mission of Catholic Times is to educate readers about our faith, inspire 
readers about our faith, and equip readers with information to defend our faith. 

It is all these reasons why I believe that Catholic Times should be available to every 
household in our diocese, either online ( ct.dio.org) or by mail. Your $15 annual subscription 
will help ensure that it remains an inexpensive source of information on the vital issues I have 
noted. Please renew your subscription in your Catholic Times parish envelope during the 
weekend of January 9-10. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

f~~~-
Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki 
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois 
Publisher, Catholic Times 



PARISH LEADERS: Please announce this annual subscription renewal to your 
parishioners in your bulletins, website, or other social media platforms the weekend of 
January '2/3, 2021, and gather it on the weekend of January 9/10, 2021. Catholic Times will send 
the parish invoice for renewals by January 8, 2021; the monies gathered in the special 
collection will offset the invoice total. Please remit the amount due by March 1, 2021 in a check 
to the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois. Thank you. 


