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Office of the Bishop 

Diocesan Pastoral Council Minutes 
January 9, 2016 

Catholic Pastoral Center - Springfield, IL 

Members Present: The Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, Very Rev. David Hoefler (Vicar 
General), Rev. Christopher House (Chancellor), Mike Christie (chair), Patty Fitzpatrick, Betty 
Bailey, Megan Breheny-Bennett, Sr. Mary Margaretta Dalton, F.S.G.M., Linda Rull, Dale 
Hilgenbrinck, Elaine Wagner, Deacon Jim Ghiglione, Br. Patrick Shea, O.F.M., Fr. Stephen 
Thompson, Zach Wichmann, Sr. Rene Simonelic, Kathy Philips, David Michael, George Menard 

Members Absent: Rev. Chuck Edwards, Nicole Lohman 

1. Welcome and Call to Order 

2. Opening Prayer 

3. Appointment of Acting Chainnan and Opening Remarks by the Bishop 

Bishop Paprocki appointed Mike Christie to be the acting chair of the diocesan pastoral 
council. 

As a matter of introduction, Bishop Paprocki spoke to the members about the diocese 
itself which is composed of 28 counties in central lllinois which themselves are divided into 
seven deaneries to facilitate pastoral activity and for matters of governance. The bishop stands as 
the head of the diocese in that he, like the Roman Pontiff, is a pontiff (bridge to Christ) himself 
and a vicar of Christ as a successor of the Apostles for this local church. The bishop exercises 
three powers of governance: executive, legislative, and judicial. As bishop, he is given the three
fold ministry of teaching, governing, and sanctifying and he is assisted in this ministry by the 
priests and deacons of the diocese. Members of religious life and the laity in the diocese 
collaborate with the bishop and clergy in the Church' s mission to proclaim Jesus Christ. This 
council is an important aspect of that collaboration. 

4. Introductions of Council Members 

The members of the council offered in-depth introductions of themselves so that the 
council members could each better know those whom they will be working with on the council. 

5. Role and Responsibilities of the Diocesan Pastoral Council 

The bishop spoke to the members about what the council is: a consultative body within to 
assist the bishop in his pastoral care of the souls in the diocese. This DPC is just one of the 
consultative bodies in the diocese along with the diocesan finance council, the college of 
consul tors, the personnel board and the presbyteral council. Bishop Paprocki cautioned those 
present not to dismiss the role of the council just because the council is consultative. The bishop 



has reconstituted the council so that he may receive honest consultation from members of the 
faithful. 

Due to lengthy introductory conversations the entire agenda was not able to be discussed 
at the initial meeting. Those items will be taken up at the next meeting. 

6. Closing Points 

Mike Christie asked those present to please read the constitution and bylaws of the DPC 
for the next meeting. He also asked that the members of the council to read the bishop' s most 
recent pastoral letter. 

7. Next meeting: March 12, 2016, 10:30AM, Catholic Pastoral Center 

8. Adjournment and Prayer 

Bishop Paprocki adjourned the meeting with prayer at 1 :57PM. 


