
 

       September 2005 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 As you may know, all adults of our diocese who volunteer to participate in 
programs involving minors, or who work in our parishes and schools are required to 
attend the safe environment training, Protecting God’s Children for Adults.  The training 
provided by the Church, helps us meet our responsibility, as adults, to keep children safe 
from child sexual abuse.  Our responsibility to protect children makes us aware that not 
only do adults need to be informed, it is also essential to every child’s safety that we 
provide to our children the knowledge and tools they need to stay safe. 
 

 Continuing the efforts of the U. S. Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People to create an environment safe from child sexual abuse, a personal 
safety program has been implemented for the education of the students in the Catholic 
elementary and high schools in the diocese, and the students enrolled in our parish school 
of religion programs.  We are committed to see that every child receives age-appropriate 
information that could keep that child safe from abuse.  The personal safety program is 
not about sex education but does give children rules and guidelines that can help them 
stay safe much like any other safety rule, such as looking both ways before you cross the 
street, fire safety or water safety.  This program uses various training methods to 
communicate this knowledge and allows time for students to discuss the subject matter.  
All of the training methods are age appropriate so that young minds can grasp and 
understand the content.  The personal safety training is now a mandated part of the yearly 
curriculum for students enrolled in Catholic schools and PSR programs in our diocese. 
 

 Parents are the primary educators of their children.  We know that the training 
involves sensitive information, so parents are asked to give their approval for their child 
to attend the personal safety training.  Parents’ wishes in this regard will be honored.  But 
I would urge you to consider seriously allowing your child to attend.  To parents, I extend 
an open invitation to consider attending the training with your children so that you can 
continue the discussion at home and facilitate ongoing reinforcement of what the child 
has learned through the training.  Also available upon request is a helpful guide for 
parents, the “Parent Guide to Understanding and Preventing Child Sexual Abuse.  
Keeping Children Safe from Abuse: Tips for Parents and Caregivers.”  The booklet is 
published by the diocese with permission from the Committee for Children, Seattle, 
Washington. 
 

 With gratitude for your cooperation in this important work, I am 
 
       Sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
       Most Reverend George J. Lucas 
       Bishop of Springfield in Illinois 


