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Worksheet  

 

These three words describe “sacred” action. 

How are they alike? 

How are they different? 

 

Liturgy Prayer 
 

Worship 
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Liturgy  
 

 
WHAT IS LITURGY?   

7.  … Christ is always present in his Church, especially in its liturgical 

celebrations …. Rightly, then, the liturgy is considered as an exercise of the 

priestly office of Jesus Christ.  In the liturgy, by means of signs perceptible to 

the senses, human sanctification is signified and brought about in ways proper 

to each of these signs; in the liturgy the whole public worship is performed by 

the Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, that is, by the Head and his members.   

 From this it follows that every liturgical celebration, because it is an 

action of Christ the Priest and of his Body which is the Church, is a sacred 

action surpassing all others; no other action of the Church can equal its 

effectiveness by the same title and to the same degree.   

26.  Liturgical services are not private functions, but are celebrations 

belonging to the Church, which is the “sacrament of unity,” namely, the holy 

people united and ordered under their bishops.   

34.  The rites should be marked by a noble simplicity; they should be short, 

clear, and unencumbered by useless repetitions; they should be within the 

people's powers of comprehension and as a rule not require much explanation.  

 
VATICAN COUNCIL II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 

Sacrosanctum Concilium, 4 December 1963  

 

 
WHAT IS LITURGY?  

 

1069.  The word “liturgy” originally meant a “public work” or a “service in the 

name of/on behalf of the people.”  In Christian tradition it means the 

participation of the People of God in “the work of God.”  Through the liturgy 

Christ, our redeemer and high priest, continues the work of our redemption in, 

with, and through his Church.   

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF LITURGY?   

 

… to direct the Church to its present task  

of being that clear and unambiguous sign  

of what God is up to in the world 

 

... and to urge the Church forward  

to the shape that it must have  

at the end of time.   

 
James Empereur, SJ.  “Liturgy as Proclamation.”   

John P. Mossi, SJ.  Modern Liturgy Handbook.  New York: Paulist Press, 1976.   

 
 

 
WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DEVOTIONAL PRAYER AND 
LITURGY? 

13.  Popular devotions of the Christian people are to be highly endorsed, 

provided they accord with the laws and norms of the Church, above all when 

they are ordered by the Apostolic See.  

 Devotions proper to particular Churches also have a special dignity if 

they are undertaken by mandate of the bishops according to customs or books 

lawfully approved.  

 But these devotions should be so fashioned that they harmonize with the 

liturgical seasons, accord with the sacred liturgy, are in some way derived from 

it, and lead the people to it, since, in fact, the liturgy, by its very nature far 

surpasses any of them.  

 

VATICAN COUNCIL II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 

Sacrosanctum Concilium, 4 December 1963  
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Worship – Prayer – Liturgy 
 

Worship  

Pfatteicher (Old English weorthscipe [worth-ship], honor, dignity, reverence). 
The adoration, love, and devotion rendered to one who is worthy of 
such honor.  “Worship” is used without the indefinite article:  one 
does not speak of “a worship.”  Worship is a general noun, not 
interchangeable with “service.” 
 

McBrien (Old English, worth-ship, “honor”), 
the praise, thanksgiving, and acknowledgement given to God by 
believing individuals and communities through actions and words. 
 

Catechism Nos. 2096-2097; 2084-2109 on the first commandment. 
  

Prayer  

McBrien Prayer is the act by which one enters into conscious, loving 
communion with God….In addition to petition, prayer is also 
intercession, thanksgiving, repentance, adoration, and 
praise….the initiative comes from God. 
 

Catechism Nos. 2558-2565, 2590. 
  

Liturgy  

Pfatteicher (Greek leitourgia, public service). 
1.  The body of services of worship of a Church. 
2.  A particular order of service. 
3.  The eucharist. 
 

McBrien (Gk., leitourgia, “work of the public”), 
the public and official prayers and rites of the church.  The term 
signifies that worship is an activity of the whole Church, laity and 
clergy alike.  
Liturgical worship is a corporate gesture of praise, neither 
originating in nor directed toward any one individual person or 
group.  Instead, it finds its source and goal in the common 
glorification of God whose saving works are accorded universal 
significance. 
 

Catechism Nos. 1069-1070, 1073. 

 
Philip H. Pfatteicher.  A Dictionary of Liturgical Terms.  Philadelphia:  Trinity Press 

International, 1991 

Richard P. McBrien, general editor.  The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism.  New York:  
HarperCollins Publishers Inc., 1989. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church.  1994. 


