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Praying in Christmas Time 
♦  The Power of Incarnation:  Made in God’s Image  ♦ 

 

 

SONG  ♦  Joy to the World   
 

 
 

Text:  Psalm 98; Isaac Watts, 1674-1748.   

Tune:  ANTIOCH, CM, 86 86; arr. from George F. Handel, 1685-1759,  

in T. Hawkes’ Collection of Tunes, 1833.   

 

 

SIGN OF THE CROSS AND INTRODUCTION  
 

    Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

   Holy Spirit.   

    All:  Amen.   
 

    Leader: Christ, the holy One, is like us in all things but sin.    

  Let us revel in his presence among us.   

  For he, the holy One, makes us holy.     
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See Luke 6:36: 

Be merciful, just 

as [also] your 

Father is merciful 

[NAB].   
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♦  2  ♦ 

OPENING PRAYER  

 

    Leader:   Let us pray.   

 

Today, O God of light,  

your loving kindness dawns,  

your tender compassion shines upon us,  

for in our Savior, born of human flesh,  

you reveal your gracious gift  

of our birth to life eternal.   
 

Fill us with wonder on this holy day:   

let us treasure in our hearts  

what we have been told,  

that our lives may proclaim  

your great and gentle mercy.   
 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

in the splendor of eternal light,  

God for ever and ever.   

 

    All:  Amen.  

 

 

READING  ♦  Genesis 1:1, 26-28, 30b-31  
God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good.   

 

A reading from the Book of Genesis    

 

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,   

God said:  “Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness.  

Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,  

the birds of the air, the tame animals,  

all the wild animals,  

and all the creatures that crawl on the earth.”   

God created mankind in his image; 

in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them.   

God blessed them and God said to them:   

“Be fertile and multiply;  

fill the earth and subdue it.   
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Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,  

and all the living things that crawl on the earth.”   

And so it happened.   

God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good.   

Evening came, and morning followed – the sixth day. 

 

The word of the Lord.   

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  ♦  8 

 
R.  How great is your name, O LORD, our Lord, 

through all the earth!   

 

I will sing of your majesty above the heavens  

with the mouths of babes and infants.   

You have established a bulwark against your 

foes, 

to silence enemy and avenger.  

 

R.  How great is your name, O LORD, our Lord, 

through all the earth!   

 

When I see your heavens, the work of your 

fingers,  

the moon and stars that you set in place –  

what is man that you are mindful of him,   

and a son of man that you care for him?   

 

R.  How great is your name, O LORD, our Lord, 

through all the earth!   

 

 

 

Yet you have made him little less than a god,  

crowned him with glory and honor.   

You have given him rule over the works of your 

hands,   

put all things at his feet:   

 

R.  How great is your name, O LORD, our Lord, 

through all the earth!   

 

All sheep and oxen, 

even the beasts of the field,  

the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 

and whatever swims the paths of the seas. 

 

R.  How great is your name, O LORD, our Lord, 

through all the earth!   

 

 

 

READING  ♦  John 1:1-5, 14  
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.   

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John    

 

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.    

He was in the beginning with God.   

All things came to be through him,  

and without him nothing came to be.   
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What came to be through him was life,  

and this life was the light of the human race;  

the light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness has not overcome it.   

 

And the Word became flesh  

and made his dwelling among us,  

and we saw his glory,  

the glory as of the Father’s only Son,  

full of grace and truth.   

 

A literal 

translation of 

“made his 

dwelling among 

us” is “pitched his 

tent among us.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

 

 

SILENCE & REFLECTION & FAITH SHARING 

 

1. How does my “very good” life mirror the creative power of God?   

 

2. Before creation, God chose to be with us.  How does that affect my dwelling among 

men and women of faith?  Among men and women of weak faith?  Of no faith?  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

 

DISMISSAL  

 

    Leader:   May the Lord bless us,  

protect us from all evil  

and bring us to everlasting life.   

 

    All:  Amen.   
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