
The Blessing of Doorways and Thresholds on Epiphany  
 

 
 

The Adoration of the Magi, John Flaxman, 1755-1826; drawing, graphite with gray wash and watercolor on medium, slightly textured,  

cream wove paper; held in the Yale Center for British Art, New Haven CT.  Artwork and photograph in the public domain. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:John_Flaxman_-_The_Adoration_of_the_Magi,_a_Design_for_Bas_Relief_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg  

 

Song ♦ We Three Kings 

 

or ♦ Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

Songs of thankfulness and praise,  

Jesus, Lord, to you we raise,  

Manifested by the star  

To the sages from afar;  

Branch of royal David’s stem  

In your birth at Bethlehem;  

Anthems be to you addrest,  

God in flesh made manifest.  

 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream,  

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;  

And at Cana, wedding guest,  

In your Godhead manifest;  

Manifest in pow’r divine,  

Changing water into wine;  

Anthems be to you addrest,  

God in flesh made manifest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Manifest in making whole  

Palsied limbs and fainting soul;  

Manifest in valiant fight,  

Quelling all the devil’s might;  

Manifest in gracious will,  

Ever bringing good from ill; 

Anthems be to you addrest,  

God in flesh made manifest.  

 

Grant us grace to see you, Lord,  

Mirrored in your holy word;  

May we imitate you now,  

And on us your grace endow;  

That we like to you may be  

At your great epiphany;  

And may praise you ever blessed,  

God in flesh made manifest. 

 
Text:  Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885. 

Tune:  SALZBURG, 77 77 D; Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702, alt;  

harm. by J.S. Bach, 1685-1750. 

  



 

�  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   
 

Leader:  May God fill our hearts and our home 

 with peace, joy, and love.   

 Blessed be God for ever.   

All: Blessed be God for ever.   
 

Leader:  The Word became flesh,  

who is God-with-us,  

and pitched his tent among us.   

May Christ enlighten our hearts and our home 

with his love.   

May all who enter his house  

find Christ who is peace and mercy and love.   
 

 

Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 – The glory of the Lord 

shines upon you.  [First Reading for Epiphany]  

 

 

Responsorial Psalm: 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

O God, with your judgment endow the king, 

and with your justice, the king’s son; 

He shall govern your people with justice 

and your afflicted ones with judgment. 

 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  
 

Justice shall flower in his days, 

and profound peace, till the moon be no more. 

May he rule from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts; 

the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. 

All kings shall pay him homage, 

all nations shall serve him. 

 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 

and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 

He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 

the lives of the poor he shall save. 

 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
 

 

Brief Silence  or  Faith Sharing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Blessing 

 

Leader:  Lord, God of heaven and earth,  

you revealed your only-begotten Son  

to every nation by the guidance of a star.   

Bless our home, all who live in it,  

and all who enter through this doorway.   

Fill us with the light of Christ  

that our concern for others  

may reflect your love, your mercy, and your 

grace.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.   

 

Chalking the Lintel of the Doorway  

• As the lintel is marked in this way 

20 + C + M + B + 16  

• All say:  

 Christ bless our home!   

 

Leader:  May Christ Jesus dwell with us  

in our home and in our hearts.   

May he keep us from all harm  

and fill us with grace and mercy,  

now and for ever.   

Amen.   

_______________________________________  
 

Every time we pass through this chalked doorway 

or threshold, let us pray:   

“Bless our home and all who live it it.”  

or “Blessed be God for ever.”   

or “Lord, have mercy.”  

_______________________________________  
 

      The letters – C + M + B – represent the Magi Caspar, 

Melchior, and Balthasar.  They are also the initials for the 

Latin “Christus mansionem benedicat” – Christ bless this 

house (or home).  The four crosses between the year and the 

initials represent the four Gospels in which Christ speaks to 

us each day and gives guidance for our lives.   

_______________________________________  
 

Adapted from the handout of Rev. R. Dean Probst, St. 

Jude Parish, Rochester IL. 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Introduction, 

Psalm responses, and Titles of the Readings from the 

Lectionary for Mass, second typical edition © 1997, 1981, 

1968, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation (ICEL).  All rights reserved.   

 

Psalm 72 © 1998, 1997, 1970 by the Confraternity of Christian 

Doctrine, Washington DC.  All rights reserved.   

 


