
 

Bulletin Shorts for Ordinary Time 
 

 

 
    FDLC Mystagogy on Mass Texts.   

The Collect and the Prayer after Communion 
are rich sources for our Christian life.  These 
reflections may be downloaded and printed for 
free.  A link for the May-June Ordinary Time 
booklet 
is:  http://www.dio.org/worship/mystagogy.html   

 
Trinity Sunday – 22 May 2016 
The Trinity.  In making Creole recipes, that is, authentic New Orleans food, every cook knows “the 
trinity” – celery, onions, green pepper.  They are essential.  They are the starting point.  Properly 
prepared, they blend as one, yet retain distinctive flavors.  So, too, God.  Triune.  Blended yet distinct 
[the Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 202 states it this way:  “only one true God…three persons 
indeed, but one essence, substance or nature entirely simple”].   

• What must I do to “flavor” the world in which I live?   
• How can I be like God and not see myself standing alone, acting alone, being alone?  

 
Body and Blood of Christ – 29 May 2016 
No one should be hungry.  Start with 5000 hungry men; continue with untold numbers of women and 
children.  Add a boy with only five small loaves and two sardines.  Mix in Jesus with his blessing and 
his praying.  Organize the ministers and the crowd for the meal.  Eat.  Gather up twelve baskets of left-
overs.  Now there is a Mercy Year recipe!   

• How can I feed the hungry this week, this month?   
• What can I gather up so nothing is wasted?   
• How can I honor Christ present as Body and Blood?   

 
Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 05 June 2016 
Raising the dead.  There are two stories, three really, of someone coming back from death at the hand 
of another.  Although I might not see myself bringing an unbreathing boy or dead man back among the 
living as Jesus or Elijah did, I can keep vigil with the dying and with those who mourn them.  What 
great mercy work!  The third story is more metaphorical.  Paul, who first persecuted the young Church, 
then was knocked off his horse by the living Christ, spent three years in solitude listening and praying 
and taking guidance from God.  Paul withdrew for a needed time and, refreshed by God, came back 
stronger to do God’s work.   

• How will I carve out some time this week to listen to and be with God?   
• Who is dying and needs my visit and my prayer?   
• Who is grieving and needs my presence and my comfort?   

Psalm 30, the proper one for today, sings of God’s rescue.  Use this link to listen to one setting by Rory 
Cooney:  http://www.giamusic.com/search_details.cfm?title_id=3091, (click <listen preview>).    
 
 

More >>> 
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♦ 2 ♦ Sunday Prayer Shaping Life and Belief in the Jubilee of Mercy – 
 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – 12 June 2016 
Love and sin.  These two seem an odd pairing, a doubtful duo.  Yet love and sin are bound together in 
the Bible readings today.  Great love leads to forgiveness.  And forgiveness leads to greater love.  Look 
to King David who had a husband killed so he could take the wife.  Look to the Apostle Paul who was 
drawn away from persecuting others by the love of the Son.  Look to the unnamed weeping woman who 
bathed and anointed feet.  Because of sorrow.  Because of forgiveness.  Because of great love.   

• Who has forgiven me?  What happened next?   
• Who needs my forgiveness?   
• And how does my forgiveness mirror God’s forgiveness – of me, of others, and of all?  

Father Clarence Rivers, a priest of Cincinnati, sings of this great love.  Link to “God is Love” text:   
http://www.godsongs.net/2015/09/god-is-love-and-he-who-abides-in-love-abides-in-love-clarence-
rivers.html.  Link to tune:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXqfh5KxqYs.   
 
 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 19 June 2016 
But who do you say I am?  This is perhaps a hard question.  But it is the one that matters.  With Peter 
(and the disciples), each of us wants to say:  “You are the Messiah, the Christ of God!”  We do say it 
because we are here, because we are Christian.  We thirst for him.   

But does not this Jubilee Year of Mercy shed renewed light on this answer and this name?  Who 
is this Christ in this year?  How has this Christ shown and done mercy work?  And how do I make his 
biblical acting a pattern for my own life?   

• Because Jesus is the Christ, how will I deny myself this day?   
• Because Jesus is the Christ, what cross will I pick up?   
• Because Jesus is the Christ, how will I help others follow him? 

Here is a setting for Psalm 63, the proper one for today, by Michael Joncas, “My Soul Is 
Thirsting”:  http://www.giamusic.com/search_details.cfm?title_id=2912, (click <listen preview>).   
 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 26 June 2016 
Called for freedom.  No yoke of slavery for us.  Even though people are shackeled, suppressed, 
oppressed – and even though I may be, too – we are, I am called for freedom.  Christ, in his Paschal 
Mystery, his death and rising, has set us free.  Baptism makes us new and sets us free.  The old and the 
new law – “love your neighbor as yourself” – set us free.  Singing the song for the gathering of the gifts 
during the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper this past (and every) Holy Thursday – Ubi Caritas – sets 
us free.   

• What yoke will I step out of to be free?   
• Who can I help into freedom in this Mercy Year?   
• Who will I love … as myself?   

Use this link to listen to a setting of Ubi Caritas / God is Love by Bob Hurd (for the top item in the list, 
click <listen>):  http://www.ocp.org/compositions/16191#tab:mp3s.  Or use this link for a setting by 
Laurence Rosania:  http://www.ocp.org/compositions/7265#tab:mp3s.   
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