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The Order of Celebrating Matrimony 
Second Typical Edition 

 

For Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America  
 

 

Advice from the  
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  

Committee on Divine Worship  
_______________________________________________________________  

 
New and Old – This new ritual book, with old and new rubrics, is more than a mere 
retranslation into English using the principles of CDWDS, 5th Instruction Liturgiam 
authenticam of 2001.  It is the second typical edition that contains new rubrics, new 
prayers, and new ritual options.   
 
Current Law – A new ritual book for marriage was approved in English by the 
USCCB in 2013.  The Apostolic See approved and confirmed it in 2015.  After final 
editing, it is now ready for use in every diocese of the conference.   
 The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second typical edition [OCM] may be 
used in the Liturgy as of Thursday, 8 September 2016, the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  Its use is obligatory as of Friday, 30 December 2016, the Feast 
of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.   
 Ritual Del Matrimonio, segunda edición típica of 2010 remains in force.  A 
bilingual edition is available from one publisher.   
 
Blessing the New Ritual Books – The blessing of the new ritual books is 
recommended, using the Order for a Blessing of Articles for Liturgical Use in the Book 
of Blessings, nos. 1341-1359.   
 

 The diocesan office suggests:  This blessing of books could take place during a 
group Pre-Cana session, a formation gathering of marriage preparation ministers, or 
even within a Sunday Mass.   
 

♦  Contents  ♦ 
 
Page      2- Updated information on Ritual editions  
Pages 3-4 Concerning Catechumens and the Order of Celebrating Matrimony  
Pages 5-8 10 Questions on Implementing the Order of Celebrating Matrimony  
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♦  Ritual Editions  ♦ 
See “New Ritual Book for Marriage” at the home page www.dio.org/worship  

 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, second edition  
 
Liturgical Press – www.LitPress.org (800) 858-5450   

• English only:   
o Product number: 4641 
o ISBN: 978-0-8146-4641-0 
o Price: $34.95 

• Bilingual Edition/Edición Bilingual:   
o Product number: 4624 
o ISBN: 978-0-8146-4624-3 
o Price: $44.95  

• Spanish only:  
o Product number: 3328 
o ISBN: 978-0-8146-3328-1 
o Price: $24.95 

 
USCCB – www.store.USCCB.org (800) 235-8722  

o Product Code: 7-538  
o ISBN: 978-1-60137-538-4  
o Price: $39.95  

 
Catholic Book Publishing – www.catholicBookPublishing.com (877) 228-2665  

• Hardcover:   
o Product Code: 238/22 
o ISBN: 978-1-94-124354-1  
o Price: $27.95  

• Bonded Leather:   
o Product Code: 238/13  
o ISBN: 978-1-94-124355-8  
o Price: $34.95  

 
Magnificat – http://bookstore.magnificat.net/ (970) 416-6670  

• Available for pre-order 
o ISBN: NA 
o Price: $39.95  

 
The ODWC does not recommend the following because of its format:  
Ave Maria Press – www.AveMariaPress.com (800) 282-1865, ext. 1  

• Box of ritual cards with binder – available October 2016:   
o ISBN: 978-1-59471-723-9 
o Price: $74.95  

 

http://www.dio.org/worship
http://www.litpress.org/
http://www.store.usccb.org/
http://www.catholicbookpublishing.com/
http://bookstore.magnificat.net/
http://www.avemariapress.com/
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♦  Concerning Catechumens and OCM  ♦ 
 
Excerpt from the USCCB Committee on Divine Worship NewsLetter of July 2016, 
page 23.  Reprinted with permission.   
 

 
 
 
 
Excerpts from Frequently Asked Questions on the Christian Initiation of Adults and 
Children of Catechetical Age for the Province of Chicago.   

__________________________________________________________________  
 
The Bishops of the Province of Chicago issued Responses to Frequently 
Asked Questions on the Christian Initiation of Adults and Children of 
Catechetical Age for the Province of Chicago on Pentecost 1991.   
 
In August 1991, Bishop Daniel Ryan listed this as particular law for the 
diocese.   
__________________________________________________________________  

 
5.  When two catechumens marry, what is required of them? 
 
 One must presume the same kind of pastoral care will be provided for 
catechumens preparing for marriage as for any individuals we would minister to prior 
to marriage.  Although no canonical papers are required by Church law and no 
dispensation needs to be granted, it is strongly encouraged that the prenuptial 
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questionnaire be completed and carefully filed with other parish marriage records.  It 
should be noted on the questionnaire that the two individuals being married were 
catechumens at the time of their marriage.  Pastoral ministers should consult with 
their chancery about any particular diocesan legislation on this matter. 
 
 [ There is none for the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois. ] 
 
 The marriage should be celebrated at a Liturgy of the Word, Chapter III of the 
Rite of Marriage [now the Order of Celebrating Matrimony, Chapter III, The Order of 
Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic and a Catechumen or a Non-Christian] is 
to be used (U.S. National Statutes, no. 10).   
 
 The marriage should be properly recorded in the parish marriage record book 
and in the book of catechumens.   
 
6.  When catechumens marry non-Catholic Christians or unbaptized persons, 
what is required of them?   
 
 The answer is the same as given in # 5.   
 
7.  When a catechumen marries a Catholic, what is required?  
 
 Along with the usual pastoral care offered to all who are preparing for 
marriage, the Catholic party who marries a catechumen must request a dispensation 
(disparity of cult).   
 
8.  If a candidate or catechumen is in an irregular marriage that needs to be 
convalidated, when should this be done?   
 
 The convalidation of any irregular marriage should be completed before the 
sacraments of initiation are celebrated.  One cannot enter into the full sacramental 
life of the Church unless one is completely free to receive the sacraments.  It is 
pastorally advisable to convalidate marriage as early in the process as possible.   
 
9.  What can be done pastorally if one party does not want to be subjected to a 
convalidation ceremony? 
 
 As long as both parties intend to be faithful to their marriage bond, it may be 
possible to obtain a radical sanation from the chancery.  The sanation declares the 
marriage as valid from the beginning and needs no further public rite (canons 1161-
1165).  Pastoral ministers should consult with the chancery or tribunal officials. 
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♦  10 Questions on Implementing OCM  ♦ 
 
Excerpt from the USCCB Committee on Divine Worship NewsLetter of August 2016, 
pages 25-28.  Reprinted with permission.   
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