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[1] Five years ago, we celebrated the 150th anniversary of the founding of our diocese. All 
during the yearlong "Jubilee 2003" celebration we came together in different settings to give 
praise and thanks to God for a century and a half of Catholic life right here where we live in 
Illinois. As part of our diocesan sesquicentennial, I issued an invitation to all of our people to 
come to the state fairgrounds for a day long gathering in June that would include a celebration of 
the Eucharist. Fifteen thousand of you responded to that invitation. I will never forget the sight of 
so many of you assembled for Mass. Those who were able to be there speak about the experience 
now as if it had just been yesterday, not five years ago. It was a true experience of our faith in 
Jesus Christ and of His presence with us in our Catholic community. That experience was 
possible because of God's abundant grace and because of the individual decisions of so many to 
put aside other activities that day to be part of an experience of faith beyond that which is 
possible for any individual or parish.  

[2] This year, as we mark 155 years of our Catholic community in the Diocese of Springfield 
in Illinois, I am issuing another invitation. This invitation, at the beginning of Lent, is being 
made to followers of Jesus Christ all over the world not only to us here. I write this letter so that 
it can be heard with particular clarity in our local Church. It is not a call to come to any one 
geographic location. Rather, it is the invitation to come to Jesus Christ and to be reconciled to 
God and to one another, in Him.  

[3] In Jesus, the love that God has always had for us is made clear. Through Jesus, the desire 
we have to live forever with God, a desire that is part of our nature, can be realized. In the person 
of Jesus, heaven and earth are brought together as one. The invisible God is made visible. The 
Incarnate Son lays down His life for the separated, for sinners. By His death and rising He 
establishes the New Covenant, the bond between God and us that cannot finally be broken by 
sin, because it forgives sin. In every age, the Church of Jesus Christ invites us to participate in 
the sacraments, by which we are incorporated into the Lord's saving mystery of reconciliation, 
His Pascal Mystery. We plan to celebrate this saving mystery with great joy and solemnity in the 
coming days of the Sacred Triduum and Easter.  

[4] Sad to say, this Lent begins with most of us not experiencing as completely as we might 
the reconciliation with God, with one another and within ourselves that is God's gift to us in 
Jesus Christ. The prayers and Scriptures of this holy season call on us to acknowledge our sins. 
We are reminded of the truth of our present condition. God has not taken back His gift, 
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embodied in Jesus. We have withheld our participation in God's saving plan. In small and large 
ways, we have chosen self-indulgence over allowing God to indulge us with His grace and 
mercy. As a result of our willfulness, we are not at peace, the peace which is the Lord's Easter 
gift, the fruit of His reconciling death and resurrection.  

[5] We shy away from admitting our sinfulness, even to ourselves. It is hard to claim 
responsibility for walking away from the gift of peace in Christ. We experience a profound 
disappointment in ourselves, a disappointment Saint Paul knew when he confessed that the evil 
that he did not want to do, he had, in fact, done (Romans 7:19). While you and I may resist 
exposing our sinfulness even in private, the Lord is not put off by it. In fact, it is here that Jesus 
the Redeemer encounters us, not to condemn us, but to forgive us, not abandoning us to our 
weakness, but giving us strength. He offers us forgiveness and reconciliation, but He does not 
force us to accept His gift.  

[6] All of us are familiar with Jesus' parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). It helps to 
look at it again to understand how we might experience reconciliation in Christ this Lent. As we 
know, at a certain point the younger son finds himself far from home, after spending his share of 
the family goods to indulge himself and others. He sees no future for himself where he is. No one 
is coming to force him to go home. The critical moment comes when he admits that he is where 
he is because of his own choices. He may or may not have had a good experience at home 
growing up, he may have been hurt by others, but now he takes responsibility for himself and 
speaks in the first person, "I have sinned." He then takes the first steps toward home and realizes 
that his father has loved him all along, fully aware of what he had done. The father's love was 
always there, but it could not be experienced until the son admitted the truth about himself and 
his sinful choices. While the son fully expected to be punished for his choices, his father instead 
restored him to full life in the family household.  

[7] The Church encourages us during Lent to engage more intentionally in practices of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. These age-old practices help us see the truth about ourselves, 
where we are conformed to Christ, and where we have chosen to go our own way. The Church 
has never seen the season of Lent and its spiritual practices as ends in themselves. Instead 
generations of believers have found here an opportunity to accept the grace of God and to receive 
forgiveness and healing in the mystery of Jesus' passion, death and resurrection.  

[8] This Lent, I am inviting every Catholic in this diocese to use the opportunities we have 
for prayer, fasting and almsgiving as preparation for a worthy celebration of the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation before Easter. Begin today to make an honest examination of your 
thoughts, words and actions. As you fast or extend yourself to others, reflect on your motivations 
and habits. We will all find that we have chosen to move away from the life offered to us in the 
household of faith in Baptism. Perhaps in small ways, perhaps in serious ways, we have 
squandered our inheritance. We have harmed ourselves and others, and now we experience an 
isolation or alienation that is not God's plan for us.  

[9] I pray that during the coming weeks, we might each be able to say, like the prodigal son, 
"I have sinned." It took courage for him to face the reality of his sin and to begin the journey 
home all alone. You and I are never alone. Jesus, the Son of our heavenly Father, has immersed 
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Himself in our world that is broken by sin. When we are ready to turn and to take the first step 
back to the life of our Father's household, He paves the way; He is "the Way." By admitting that 
our sinful choices have led us from the source of life and peace, we are really admitting our need 
for a Savior. Whether we have realized it or not, God is already giving us what we most need. 
Jesus our Savior is with us.  

[10] Jesus reveals His presence in a beautiful and personal way in the Sacrament of Penance 
and Reconciliation. He is present in the person of the priest, who is configured sacramentally to 
Christ. He is present in the mediation of the forgiveness and healing that flow from His sacrifice 
on the cross and from the power of His resurrection. He wants to live in you more fully where 
now you are empty as a result of sin.  

[11] In every parish, there are regular opportunities for you to meet the Lord, to make a 
sincere sacramental confession and to receive the gift of reconciliation with God, with the living 
Body of Christ and within yourself. During Lent, the Sacrament of Penance will be offered more 
frequently, often during prayerful penance services with individual confession and absolution. I 
urge you, in Christ, to be reconciled to God by participating this Lent in the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation.  

[12] There are many excuses that we can cling to for avoiding this invitation. Believe me, I 
have used them all myself. I imagine the prodigal son used the same ones. Finally, he was filled 
with hope that he could receive forgiveness, healing and another chance at full life, if he took the 
step that only he could take, in the direction of his true home. If you and I take the Lenten 
invitation to prayer, fasting and almsgiving seriously, I believe that we will see that our excuses 
for staying where we are will seem less compelling. The hope that we can find forgiveness and 
peace in the Church will grow more powerful.  

[13] We can encourage each other to accept this invitation. If you are a little nervous about 
coming to confession, invite someone to go with you. Tell your spouse or child or neighbor that 
you are thinking of going to celebrate the sacrament and that you would find it easier to do so if 
that person would go with you, to pray for you, to help you get through the door. I can assure 
you that the revelation that you might be a sinner will not come as a shock to those who know 
you. I can also assure you that your humility and courage in speaking to them about your hope of 
forgiveness and reconciliation will bring a blessing to both of you.  

[14] Parish organizations should have at the heart of their mission leading one another to 
Jesus. What better way is there to be faithful to that mission this Lent than to suggest that your 
youth group, men's club or altar society come as a body to the parish penance service? No one 
should be required to go, of course, and no one is to be pressured to make an individual 
confession. At the same time, this is a powerful way to support one another and to give witness 
to other parishioners of the importance of this sacramental encounter with Jesus.  

[15] Finally, if you are hesitant to accept this invitation, I encourage you to take some time 
this Lent for quiet prayer in church before the Blessed Sacrament. Most of our churches are open 
all day; many have scheduled times of Eucharistic adoration each week. In many communities 
there are sites where perpetual adoration is available. Come for a quiet visit with the Lord. No 
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questions will be asked, no explanations will be required. Speak to the Lord from your heart of 
your desire for healing and peace. Take time to listen to Him. I have found that as I spend time 
with the Eucharistic Lord, I become more aware of God's love for me. I have not done anything 
to cause that love. I can do nothing to stop God loving me. I believe the Lord lets me see my sins 
more clearly, but they seem much less worth holding on to in light of the power of God's love for 
me in Jesus Christ. This helps me get ready to make a worthy confession with my focus more on 
Jesus and less on myself. Try it. I think you will find it helpful, too.  

Expanding the Invitation 

[16] As I issue this invitation to be reconciled to God in Jesus Christ, I realize that there are 
some who will not normally hear or know of any message from me. I am also sad to realize that 
some may not welcome an invitation from me because I am a bishop of the Church. I am aware, 
as you are, that there are members of your families, of our parishes and of our communities who 
have been hurt or offended by the actions of someone in the Church, perhaps someone with 
particular authority or responsibility. Others feel alienated from the life of the household of faith 
because of the circumstances of their lives. That sense of alienation brings its own hurt.  

[17] However, my sadness at the brokenness experienced in our Church is overwhelmed by 
the hope I have in God's plan for reconciliation and peace for all of us. God alone can sustain and 
bring to completion the work of reconciliation. In Jesus Christ, we are all privileged to 
participate in this work. In Christ, our human efforts are multiplied and made fruitful as we reach 
out to our brothers and sisters. The suffering of those who have been offended or who feel 
unwelcome among the community of believers is Christ's own suffering. The hope of 
reconciliation that we proclaim is the fruit of Christ's victory.  

[18] I want to ask forgiveness for the offenses caused by any representative of the Church, and 
I want to call all members of our diocese to a renewed effort at reconciliation in our families, our 
parishes and our communities. While it is not possible for me to suggest practical solutions for 
every situation in which persons experience offenses or alienation from the Church, I believe that 
there are two avenues of reconciliation that open before all of us. I have spoken of these 
opportunities to many of you during parish pastoral visits, and I will continue to do so. They are 
Catechesis and Stewardship.  

[19] In a sound catechesis, we put the face of Jesus on the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
Jesus our Savior and our brother wants to be known by all people in His integrity. He wants all to 
hear His invitation to become His followers and friends, to follow a way of life that leads us to 
realize our full dignity. The invitation of Jesus awaits a response from each of us. Our practice of 
good stewardship is the way we respond in faith. We bring all we have and are to Christ, 
believing that we will know the fullness of life in Him. As we travel these two paths, our local 
church will come to realize more completely, right where we live, the reconciliation in Jesus for 
which we hope.  

[20] Among the many sad offenses that we have experienced in our diocese has been the 
sexual abuse of children and adolescents by clergy, religious and lay leaders. Anyone called to 
ministry in the Church is commissioned to act in the name of Jesus, to respect the dignity of each 
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person by preaching the Gospel of Life and offering human care. Some in positions of 
responsibility have betrayed their authority and abused their power over others. The abuse of 
minors is a crime in our state and is a grave offense against the young person and against God. 
The number of abusers has been small, and the abuse may have occurred years ago. But the hurt 
is deep and it is ongoing.  

[21] Questions have been raised about the retention in the past of such persons in ministry 
even after their offenses became known. It is now the commitment of the bishops of the United 
States - and it is my personal commitment - that no person remain in ministry who has once 
abused a minor. We have done all we can to assure that this is true in this diocese. Furthermore, 
our clergy, lay employees and volunteers all undergo criminal background checks and participate 
in training to help us all create an environment where our children and young people are safe. 
Every young person who comes to our parishes, schools and church programs must be welcomed 
with full respect and protection, so they know they are being welcomed by Jesus Himself.  

[22] I have met with and listened to a number of persons who have shared their experience of 
abuse as children. What I have heard has broken my heart. I ask the forgiveness of any person 
who has experienced such betrayal of trust by someone in a position of leadership and 
responsibility in the Church. I encourage you to seek support from the Church and from others. If 
you have not already done so, please contact our diocesan victim assistance coordinator to talk 
about how we might help. We wish to make amends so that real healing in Jesus Christ may take 
place. As a community, we wish to be reconciled with any who have suffered abuse. We hope to 
restore trust and peace of soul, with the help of grace, for our members who have suffered this 
terrible offense.  

[23] Adults, too, have at times been taken advantage of by clergy, religious or lay leaders. 
Such offenses are also a breach of trust and responsibility on the part of the one in a leadership 
role. While adults have a responsibility to protect themselves from manipulation and abuse, they 
may come to the Church at a moment of serious need or vulnerability. Such persons could 
become the prey of a troubled leader who does not welcome them as Jesus would, with respect 
and dignity. I ask forgiveness of those who have experienced manipulation or abuse in the 
Church as adults. I encourage you to seek the true spiritual and psychological support that can 
lead to healing. I also call on all members of the Church, particularly those in positions of 
responsibility, to foster the human dignity, self-acceptance and proper autonomy of each person 
who seeks to come to Christ. Each of us in positions of leadership has a further responsibility to 
hold ourselves accountable for our proper exercise of pastoral care to confessors, spiritual 
directors and other professionals or groups as appropriate to our various roles.  

[24] I recognize that trust has been damaged within the Church and in society by the 
accusations that those who abused their responsibility were shielded from accountability by 
Church authorities. These accusations have caused scandal and have affected our ability to be 
heard as teachers of the Gospel of Life and of the call to care for the weak and the vulnerable. It 
is not possible for me to account for all of the actions of my predecessors. I do want to hold 
myself accountable. I have been making use of expert counsel and the advice of two independent 
boards to review allegations of inappropriate conduct of someone working in ministry. In cases 
in which a crime may have been committed, civil authorities are notified. Allegations of the 
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abuse of a minor are considered separately from other kinds of allegations. In every case, the 
issues of appropriate placement in ministry and remediation of harm are considered with respect 
for all, according to Canon Law. I call upon all Catholics and upon all persons of good will to 
recognize the good efforts being made to deal with the infrequent inappropriate actions of any 
priest, deacon, consecrated religious or lay ecclesial minister. It is up to all of us to work to 
overcome an atmosphere of suspicion, replacing it with a well-founded confidence that we can 
work together to face and correct any abuse of responsibility.  

[25] I know that some women may question whether the Church values and welcomes the use 
of all of their gifts. The Church holds that women should enjoy the rights that flow from the 
God-given dignity of the human person. Our faith teaches that all persons, without distinction of 
gender, have the same share in the life of the Trinity given in Baptism and Confirmation, and 
nourished in the Eucharist. The call to holiness is universal. Women and men are invited to 
embrace Gospel living wholeheartedly. For generations women have exercised positions of 
leadership in apostolates that have given us a vibrant experience of Catholic life in our local 
church. Many women now have positions of leadership and service in parishes and in diocesan 
apostolates, including governance. I am determined that this continue for the good of the Church.  

[26] At the same time, some women express that they are offended by exclusion from the 
possibility of ordained ministry. Our Church has never seen admittance to ordination as a human 
right. It is rather a call from God that must be confirmed by the Church. When Jesus established 
the Church, He chose men to be configured to Him in the Sacrament of Holy Orders. He 
exercised perfect freedom in that choice that continues to shape the life of the Church. This is 
God's design for the Church, which we will all comprehend fully someday. We also honor Jesus' 
decision to choose women as disciples, calling them to witness, even to the point of martyrdom, 
to the truth of the Gospel. You know that it is both my responsibility and my privilege to uphold 
the Church's constant understanding of herself regarding ordained ministry. It is also my 
responsibility and my privilege to repeat the invitation of Jesus to women of the 21st century to 
take your full place in the community of faith. The Church needs you and your witness to Christ 
now as much as she ever has. In a particular way, I ask your help in the work of reconciliation to 
which the Lord is now calling us. I invite your input regarding how this work may be carried out 
effectively across our diocese in the days ahead.  

[27] Among adults who need reconciliation within the Church are many who have 
experienced divorce and have entered a marriage that is not valid in Church law. Jesus has taught 
very clearly that divorce is not permitted by God's law. To assist those who experience broken 
marriages, the Catholic Church looks carefully at a marriage that has broken to determine 
whether there is a reason that can establish that the relationship failed to be a true Christian 
marriage. This process is popularly called seeking an annulment. It is not a divorce. It does not 
mean that a marriage is annulled after the fact, but that it can be seen to have been null from the 
beginning because something essential for a true Christian marriage was missing. The missing 
feature, despite the good intention manifest in sharing life and having children, made it 
impossible for the couple truly to enter marriage. If that is found to be the case, the Church may 
declare them now free to enter a true Christian marriage.  
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[28] I encourage anyone who is estranged from the Church because of a divorce and 
remarriage to seek assistance from our diocesan tribunal. (Contact information is found at the 
conclusion of this letter.) You will be received with respect. It is through the ministry conducted 
in a caring and careful way by this tribunal that we seek the reconciliation that may be possible 
for persons who have experienced the pain of divorce. For the present, I want you to know that 
you and your children are valued members of the Church. Your presence and your participation - 
even while your sacramental participation may be limited - add to the vitality of our parish 
communities, and we are diminished without you.  

[29] Tens of millions of abortions have been performed in this country since the practice 
became legal several decades ago. The sadness and loss that result from abortion have been 
touching families in our parishes and communities over several generations by now. Women 
who felt very isolated at the time of a difficult pregnancy continue to be isolated now by the 
often secret guilt resulting from the choice they made. The fathers of the unborn children and 
other family members are touched by this loss, too.  

[30] Because the Catholic Church teaches so clearly about the value of every human life, a 
woman who has chosen abortion in the past may feel like the Lord's mercy is not available to her 
or that there is no place for her in the Church. Nothing could be further from the truth. God's 
grace and mercy are never withdrawn. The Church desires to extend the compassion of Jesus to 
any who suffer from the effects of abortion through Project Rachel and other healing ministries. 
Guilt and isolation are never part of God's plan for any of us.  

[31] Homosexual persons may feel that there is no place for them in the Catholic Church. 
Church teaching about homosexual orientation and practices may seem harsh, particularly as 
voices in modern culture wrongly portray those teachings as designed to deprive persons of their 
rights. I want any homosexual person to know that the Catholic Church supports your human 
dignity, wants to accept you as a full member and offers you the same share in the life of God's 
grace enjoyed by all the baptized.  

[32] It is my responsibility to affirm the teaching of Jesus that calls each of us to live chastely, 
according to our state in life. The call to chaste living is challenging for many in our culture. It 
can be a particular challenge for persons with a homosexual orientation who cannot look forward 
to a chaste sexual partnership within the context of married life. This challenge is not 
experienced only within the Catholic community. We see other Christian communities suffering 
fracture because of the struggle to be true to Gospel teaching, to preserve the traditional teaching 
of God's design for marriage and to respect the true human rights of all. In the face of these 
challenges, I offer my prayerful acceptance and support to homosexual persons who wish to live 
as full members of the Church. I offer my encouragement as well to count on the grace of God to 
sustain your desire to come to full stature in Christ.  

[33] Racism also afflicts both the Church and society. Decades ago, the civil law in various 
parts of our diocese prevented exercise of equal opportunity in many areas of life to non-whites. 
The City of Springfield is marking the centennial of the 1908 race riots that brought much 
devastation to our capital city. Eight prayerful assemblies will be held throughout the city in the 
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coming months, concluding on August 2 at our Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, so that 
neighbors can pray for reconciliation.  

[34] Racism is a sin, an offense against the dignity of human persons and against God in 
whose image we are created. Even Catholic organizations were known to have accepted racist 
practices in the past. Over the last half century, in particular, we have worked in our diocese to 
open our parishes to the experience and needs of African American and Hispanic members. I 
offer my apology to any person who because of race or ethnic heritage has suffered 
discrimination among us. I want to do all I can, along with our parishioners, to help you feel 
welcome and to address any practice that prevents your full participation in the life of the 
Church. I also pledge the ongoing support of our diocesan Church to act against racism in our 
society at large.  

[35] Among communities in need of reconciliation are parishes where services have been 
reduced or where the parish has been closed or merged with another parish. In many cases, these 
parish churches have welcomed generations of families to worship God and celebrate the 
sacraments at significant moments. Parish schools have fulfilled the mission of preparing young 
people to be disciples of Jesus as well as contributing members of society. Yet the dramatic 
shifts in population in both rural areas and cities in our part of Illinois during several decades 
have often resulted in too few persons remaining in some areas to sustain a school and in some 
cases a full parish life. During this same period, the number of active diocesan priests has 
decreased by two-thirds. The result has been the practice of combining multiple parishes with 
one pastor or of changing parishes with diverse boundaries and multiple churches into a single 
parish. These changes have not always been as smooth as we would like. We are used to what we 
have known, and we struggle to move into the future with structures that we can reasonably 
sustain.  

[36] I extend to all who continue to experience the pain of parish changes an invitation to 
remain open to the action of the Holy Spirit who lives with us in the Church. While some 
reasonable accommodation of parish structures will always be necessary, our mission is to spread 
the Gospel, to introduce more and more people to Jesus Christ, in the actual circumstances in 
which we live. The pain of loss will only give way to Christian reconciliation when we can 
recognize that in God's plan there is always something more that we are being given. The 
changes we are experiencing open for us a new chapter in living and sharing our Catholic faith. I 
appreciate the patience extended to me by all who have lost a beloved parish or school. I pledge 
that those who collaborate with me in diocesan pastoral planning will make every effort to work 
with you to sustain and enrich the practice of the faith in all of our communities.  

[37] The primary group whom I have counted upon to further the work of reconciliation is the 
presbyterate of the diocese. My brother priests have borne the burden of the reconciling ministry 
of Jesus Christ with faithfulness through decades of change in our society and the Church and 
with generous endurance over the last decade of scandals and accusations. Some of our faithful 
priests have been falsely accused of wrongdoing and they bear the hurt of that injustice. They 
have worked with me over the last three years with the help of national consultants to develop 
reconciliation and unity among us, so that our ministry may more effectively be accomplished 
according to the mind and heart of Christ the Good Shepherd. I sincerely thank each of them for 
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their efforts at reconciliation in our priestly fraternity and ask each priest to consider how he 
might bring this spirit of reconciliation to his ministry among the People of God. I assure the 
priests that I will continue to call them to take responsibility for their personal lives as leaders 
and shepherds in the Church and especially for their ongoing formation as priests as outlined in 
Pope John Paul II's letter, Pastores Dabo Vobis (I Will Give You Shepherds), and implemented 
in the Basic Plan for the Ongoing Formation of Priests, published by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. I also count on them to collaborate with each other in the 
practice of their priestly ministry so that it may be clear that there is but one Shepherd and Priest 
for God's holy people, Christ Jesus. Finally, I pledge that I will faithfully support them in their 
pastoral care of the People of God entrusted to them, and that I will carefully consider each one's 
gifts and how best to make use of them for the building up of the Church.  

Catechesis and Stewardship 

[38] As I mentioned earlier in this letter, two means to reconciliation that we can rightly give 
attention to here in our diocese are Catechesis and Stewardship. As we focus on these important 
areas of Catholic life, I believe that the grace will be given to deepen our communion with each 
other and with God in the Church. I have asked that every parish participate in the program 
"Why Catholic?" that will begin later this year. Meeting in small groups in homes, at work over 
lunch, in schools, in parish centers, Catholics will have the opportunity to learn the teachings of 
the Church that make us uniquely Catholic. They will be able to encourage each other to put 
these beliefs into practice. The small group format will make it possible to extend a personal 
invitation to those who may not have been so active in the parish recently or who may not have 
felt welcome in a larger setting. By having a deeper understanding of the teachings of Jesus, 
passed on faithfully in the Church throughout the ages, Catholics can live our response to Jesus 
more wholeheartedly in every human endeavor.  

[39] The personal response to Jesus in the Church is the beginning of good stewardship of 
God's gifts to us. Christian reconciliation is not possible without the stewardship of self in which 
the Holy Spirit trains us. In the Church we learn to give back to God, first ourselves, then 
everything else we rely upon, trusting that all will be brought to completion in Christ. As faithful 
stewards, we also learn to value the person and the gifts of each one whom Jesus has called and 
reconciled. We invite our fellow Catholics to invest themselves with us in the life of the Church. 
Next fall, our Diocesan Adult Education Conference will explore the concept of Catholic 
stewardship. We will have an opportunity to learn from persons and parishes who have adopted 
this faith-filled approach to Catholic life. The conference will help to bring stewardship into 
clearer focus for all of our parishes and schools.  

Conclusion  

[40] Reconciliation is not easy. The story of the Prodigal Son testifies to its complexity and to 
the unfinished nature of the task. Christians understand that Jesus was describing God's love in 
the actions of the father in the story. We also know that He was describing the road to 
reconciliation which begins with the grace of God bringing us to conscientious responsibility for 
the offenses we have committed and a firm desire to ask forgiveness and make amends. Yet the 
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story does not end there. Another son, who has remained at home and in his own words "slaved" 
for his father, refuses to be reconciled with his brother who has so grievously sinned. The story 
ends with the father's appeal to this older son to welcome back his brother and share with him the 
richness of their father's love which has always belonged to both.  

[41] Reconciliation is only possible because of the love of God, revealed in Jesus Christ and 
given to each of us for the sake of all of us. We are never without the grace to find healing for 
our wounds and to extend forgiveness to those who have hurt us. Reconciliation depends on 
accepting the truth. Reconciliation cannot happen unless each one takes responsibility for his or 
her behaviors which have given offense and harmed both others and oneself. But reconciliation 
cannot happen unless each one is willing to accept his sister or brother who has offended. And 
acceptance is more than forgiveness. It is restoring each other to the community of life we share 
in Christ as brother and sister. The Catholic Church is a communion of reconciled sinners. In it, 
the work of reconciliation is always experienced as unfinished. There are always persons who 
come making an act of contrition and seeking forgiveness. There are always offenses to be 
forgiven and amends to be made and accepted. We do not give up hope on this account. Rather, 
we recognize in the ongoing and never finished work of reconciliation in the Church a call from 
Jesus to go out to the world around us and to gather in all who are without hope of forgiveness 
and peace. What is accomplished finally in Jesus' Paschal Mystery must be offered to all. It is the 
will of God that all might be reconciled to Him and to each other. This is the peace God is 
building on the design revealed in Christ Jesus, the Architect of our Reconciliation. To all who 
read this call to reconciliation with good will, may God fulfill in our lives together this good 
work.  

 
Most Reverend George J. Lucas 
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois  

Resources 

Scripture for Reconciliation [corrected]  

• Leviticus 19:15-18  
• Psalms 36, 37, and 103  
• Matthew 18:1-20  
• Luke 15:11-32  
• Romans 5:1-11  
• 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
• Colossians 1:19-20  
• 1 Peter 1:14-22  
• 1 John 4:7-21  
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Contact Information 
Bishop George Lucas 
Catholic Pastoral Center 
P.O. Box 3187 
Springfield, IL 62708-3187 
217-698-8500  

Victim Assistance Coordinator 
Patricia J. Kornfeld 
217-321-1155  

Project Rachel 
Sister Jane Boos, S.S.N.D. 
217-698-4456 or toll free 877-722-4355  

"Why Catholic?" 
Office for Catechesis 
Chris Malmevik 
217-698-8500  

Diocesan Tribunal 
Reverend Kevin Laughery 
217-698-8500  
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