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January 16 - 20, 2019 

 
Dear Pro-Life Friends, 
 
It seems that another year has gone by and it’s time to start thinking about the next March 
for Life pilgrimage to Washington DC. I hope you can join me in this important cause as 
we stand up for the rights of some of the most vulnerable people in our society – the 
unborn! Please consider organizing a group in your area to participate. This mailing has 
details about how to connect with the diocesan pilgrimage. Groups of any size are 
welcome to come.  
 
Charter buses will depart from various points throughout the diocese on Wednesday 
evening on January 16. Specific departure points will be decided later once I know where 
all the groups on the pilgrimage are coming from. While traveling overnight we will pray 
for the end of abortion and learn about current pro-life issues that are being debated in 
Congress, stopping only for short comfort breaks and to change drivers.  
 
If we arrive early, we will visit Arlington National Cemetery before checking in to our hotel. 
On Thursday evening you have the option of participating in the Life is Very Good Evening 
of Prayer sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington or the Vigil Mass hosted by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. 
 
Friday is the March for Life event itself. We will celebrate Mass at a local parish in the 
morning and then gather on the National Mall for a rally. After the rally the March for Life 
parade will begin. Once the parade concludes, groups are invited to call on your elected 
officials to ask them to vote for pro-life legislation that we learned about on the way to our 
Capital.  That evening, we will take a driving tour of some of the memorials in Washington, 
DC. 
 
On Saturday we will take some time to explore downtown Washington, DC or other nearby 
destination. The time in Washington will conclude with the Saturday Vigil Mass at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception for our Sunday obligation. 
 
The rest of this mailing includes forms and other information needed to register for the 
March for Life. Instructions are included below. These forms are also available on the 
diocesan website, www.dio.org/youthministry/mfl.  
 
Please use the Group Registration Form to initiate registration for the March for Life. 
This form identifies the group leader and helps me forecast the number of pilgrims 
expected for the trip. You can use this form to reserve space on the trip at the early 
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registration price of $350 even if you are not sure who specifically wants to participate. A 
non-refundable deposit of $100 per person is due with this form. The deposit is 
transferable. This form is due November 30. After November, registration will be taken if 
space is available and the fee is $375 per person. 
 
Next is the Private Lodging Request Form. All rooms at the hotel will be doubles (two 
queen or double beds) with four pilgrims assigned to each room based on age and 
gender. If anyone in a group would prefer to not share a room, or to limit who shares the 
room with him/her, please use the Private Lodging Request Form to indicate this need. 
There is an additional fee for private or semi-private room requests since the vacant bed 
space will not be used by other pilgrims. 
 
The Hotel Room Assignment Form organizes your group into hotel rooms. Please list 
who you would like to have together in a room from your group, separating male and 
female, youth and adults as appropriate. Youth can share a hotel room with parents. All 
rooms sleep four people in two queen or double beds unless other arrangements are 
requested per the Private Lodging Request mentioned above. If you do not have enough 
people in your group to fill a room of four, pilgrims from other groups will be assigned by 
me. For example, if you have two youth males for a room, I will match them up with two 
youth males of similar age from another group. 
 
The Youth Registration & Medical History / Consent Form and Adult Registration / 
Code of Conduct Form are for each individual pilgrim for the March for Life. Youth forms 
should copied “front to back” rather than stapled together. The adult form is only one 
page. Be sure to include a copy of each participant’s health insurance card (front and 
back) with each registration and that each participant’s names are on copies of insurance 
cards. Some insurance plans only list the parent’s name on the card, so having the pilgrim 
identified is helpful for matching up records. Copies of health insurance cards are best on 
one side of a standard 8 ½ inch by 11 inch page. Please do not staple anything together 
so I scan forms for the trip more easily. Please make copies of completed forms for your 
own files before sending these to me. 
 
On these registration forms, please be sure everyone in your group provides complete 
information. I often have to call about missing shirt sizes. And congressional districts can 
be found at https://ziplook.house.gov/htbin/findrep_house?ZIP= . You will also notice that 
I reference Flock Note on these registration forms. I will use Flock Note to send out 
general updates to everyone in the pilgrimage, or, if necessary, instructions in case of an 
emergency. 
 
Calling all youth artists!!! There is a contest for the artwork that will be used for the hoodies 
that everyone will get as part of the trip. The enclosed Logo Design Contest form 
includes instructions. The contest winner will receive a complimentary registration for this 
year’s pilgrimage ☺. 
 
Next is the list of Important Dates and a Group Leader Checklist. If you are collecting 
items from your group to send to me as a single mailing, please set your deadlines in 
advance of mine so you have enough time to get information to me by the deadline. These 
deadlines are necessary because there are a number of contracts that must be finalized 
for this event. Once deadlines pass, please call me for availability. 
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A draft of the itinerary is also included. Please note that our schedule is subject to 
revision as new information becomes available throughout the planning process. Regular 
updates will be sent via email to all group leaders. Also please remember that the weather 
can have a significant effect on our plans. And our bus drivers have very specific 
requirements on how long they can be behind the wheel. We must honor these 
requirements. I will do everything I can to keep the trip on schedule, but safety must be a 
priority. As a pilgrimage, we need to remember that flexibility is important. Finally, since 
the buses depart in the evening on Wednesday and don’t return until Sunday, students 
will miss Thursday and Friday of school that week. 
 
Once I receive your Group Registration Form, Private Lodging Form (if needed) and your 
deposit, I will send you a confirmation packet that includes a packing list, letter for school 
administrators, an invoice reflecting the balance due for the group, and other information 
such as how to make changes in your group profile.  
 
I hope you consider organizing a group for the March for Life. If you would like a 
presentation in your parish or institution about the trip, I will be happy to make a visit!  
Please contact me early to make arrangements. Presentations can be during the school 
day, on a weekend or in the evening. 
 
In closing, I ask in a special way for the intercession of St. Maximilian Kolbe, one of the 
patron saints of the Pro-Life movement. May his prayers help us as we continue forward 
with advocating for a culture of life in our country and around the world! St. Maximilian, 
PRAY FOR US! 
 
May God Bless you and keep you always! If you have any questions about the trip, my 
business card in enclosed and my contact information is below. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Kyle Holtgrave 
 

Director, Office for Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
(217) 698-8500 x. 154 ~ kholtgrave@dio.org 
 
Enclosures 
 
PS: All forms and information in this mailing can be found on the diocesan website. Go to 
http://www.dio.org/youthministry/mfl  


