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What is the National Catholic Youth Conference? 
The National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) is an exciting and interactive experience of 

prayer, community, and empowerment for the young Church today. The event includes general 

sessions in the Lucas Oil Stadium, workshops on a wide variety of topics, an interactive thematic 

park with Catholic vendors from all over country, and lots of opportunities for prayer and the 

Sacraments. Teens from all over the United States gather for this three-day event of praise to our 

Lord, Jesus Christ!  

 

Who Can Attend? 
NCYC is for high school students and their adult chaperones. College students can participate as 

well. Information about supervision guidelines is included further below.  

 

What Will I Do at NCYC? 
NCYC includes a wide variety of opportunities for young people to 

experience Christ alive in His Church gathered! Throughout the 

conference there are workshops in the convention center on a variety of 

topics for both teens and adults. General sessions are held in the Lucas 

Oil Stadium and include live music, keynoted addresses and prayer. The 

theme for these general sessions is “Blessed, Broken, Given” - topics that 

will be explored each day of the conference. Mass is offered every day, 

including a closing Mass on Saturday evening in the Lucas Oil Stadium. 

Reconciliation is available throughout the event as well. 

 

In between the general sessions and workshops is a large “thematic park” in the convention 

center. The thematic park will have hundreds of exhibit booths from Catholic organizations as 

well as tons of hands-on activity areas for everyone to enjoy. Some of the exhibitors in the 

thematic park include Catholic universities, vocations directors from many religious orders, 

informational booths from the artists and speakers we meet throughout the event, and vendors 

of a variety of Catholic supply items from t-shirts to gift items to faith formation resources. 

 

Teens also have lots of opportunities to meet people from all 

over the country. Many groups bring items that they can trade 

with other groups as a reminder of who they meet throughout 

the event. These encounters make for some fun photo 

opportunities, too! 

 



 

Cost: 
The cost is $410.00 PER PERSON. This fee includes credentials for NCYC events, 3 nights lodging 

at a pre-assigned hotel, breakfast at the hotel, and a diocesan shirt commemorating this event. 

The fee is based on four participants sharing a hotel room and registered by the June 27th 

deadline noted below. Additional fees will be necessary if you request private lodging, or for late 

registration, cancellations and/or substitutions. Registration information received after June 27 

will include a $20 late fee. Anyone registering after September 15 will be charged a $40 late fee. 

These fees are generated by the conference planners based on strict time deadlines for data 

entry in their registration system. 

 

Hotel: 
Our delegation is scheduled for the Hampton Inn and Suites Indianapolis Airport. Rooms include two 

double or queen beds for 4 people unless private lodging arrangements are made through me by the 

deadline noted. Please also note that the event is November 21 – 23, 2019 but conference organizers 

mandate that lodging include Saturday evening at the hotel. Therefore, dates in the enclosures below 

will show Sunday, November 24 as a travel date included as part of the conference experience. Since 

the conference doesn’t conclude until late in the evening on Saturday, staying the extra night at the 

hotel is a safety consideration as well. A HOTEL ROOM ASSIGNMENT FORM and PRIVATE LODGING 

FORM REQUEST FORM is included below and are due September 15. 

 

Meals: 
The only food provided with your registration fee is breakfast at the hotel. Many food vendors 

are available at the conference site and information on these vendors will be provided in future 

correspondence. In the past, groups in our diocesan delegation collaborated to have lunches 

catered for us by a local sandwich shop that we picked up outside the convention center area 

during the conference. 

 

Transportation: 
Transportation is not provided for this event. Every group has unique schedules and 

needs for arrival and departure, so please work with your local group on how you 

want to manage transportation. For groups that use private vehicles, all drivers 

must submit an INFORMATION TO OWNERS USING PRIVATE VEHICLES FORM 

below by October 20. If you are renting vehicles, please contact me by this same 

deadline for the appropriate paperwork to have this covered by our diocesan 

liability insurance. Also, if your group chooses to charter commercial transportation, 

I will need the details from your provider for insurance purposes and to alert the 

conference planners so your group can be included in the bus plan for the event. 

 

If several groups would like to collaborate on chartering a bus, I will be happy to coordinate with 

a local bus company. Please contact me well in advance of the event so appropriate 

arrangements can be made. One option could be to charter buses to transport our group to and 

from the hotel and NCYC events each day in Indianapolis only, leaving the travel to and from 

home up to your parish or institutional group. 



 

Registration: 
All registration for a parish/institution group is coordinated through me as 

the delegation leader. Please set your group deadlines ahead of my 

delegation deadlines so everything can be filed in a timely manner. 

 

A GROUP REGISTRATION FORM is due in the Office for Youth and Young 

Adult Ministry on June 27, 2019. A $225.00 deposit per person must accompany this form. You 

can use this form to reserve space for NCYC at the early registration price without having a 

complete list of pilgrims for this event. If your projected attendance is short of your goal, deposit 

money is transferrable if new participants from within our larger diocesan delegation can be 

substituted in for pilgrims who must cancel. If you need to add more people to your group, simply 

update your attendance totals and include the additional deposit money. Late fees may apply to 

new additions. 

 

INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION FORMS and LIABILITY WAIVER AND PERMISSION FORMS 

for all participants must be received by September 15. Final payment is due at this time 

as well. Group leaders should check all paperwork for completeness and accuracy. The 

liability waiver and permission form will be available by August 15 and posted on the 

diocesan website. 

 

Late registration can be accepted based on the following deadlines and is subject to availability 

at the hotel: 

• By September 15 ~ completed registration forms AND Liability and Permission Forms due 

along with total payment of $430.00 (includes a $20 late fee) 

• After September 15 ~ completed registration forms AND Liability and Permission Forms 

due along with total payment of $450.00 (includes a $40 late fee) 

 

Scholarships: 
In the past, organizations such as the Catholic Youth Foundation and the Region VII Youth 

Ministry Coalition have offered scholarships for NCYC. Details about any scholarship 

opportunities will be posted on the diocesan website: www.dio.org/youthministry/ncyc and sent 

via email communication from the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry. 

 

Cancellations and Substitutions: 
As with any event, sometimes someone makes a commitment to participate but later finds out 

they must cancel their plans. Should someone need to cancel within your local group, please 

contact me as soon as possible. If there is a late registration received, I will be able to substitute 

the canceled registration with the late registration without any penalties through September 30. 

Deposit money can then be refunded to the group that has the cancellation. After September 30, 

substitutions can still be made but incur a $20 fee. If no substitutions are available, there is a $40 

cancellation fee deducted from the deposit. There are no refunds for cancellations made after 

October 31, though substituting late pilgrims is still possible. 
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Supervision: 
For supervision, two adult chaperones are needed for up to 10 youth 

and add one more adult for each additional one to six youth. See 

chart for details. Groups must provide their own drivers and 

chaperones for this event. Any number of youth and adults can 

participate. Ideally, each group should have at least one male and one 

female chaperone. 

 

Chaperone Guidelines: 
Adults participate fully in all NCYC activities and should enter the experience whole-heartedly! 

One of the ministries that this office sponsors is Totus Tuus, which is Latin for “Totally Yours.” 

Just as I train the teams for Totus Tuus to be “totally yours” to the parishes and young people in 

their program, adults for NCYC should be “totally yours” for the young people participating. 

 

 NCYC involves some longs days and big crowds that require patience and a spirit of charity to 

endure. The general sessions are designed to be attractive to a teen audience. Music will be loud 

and the atmosphere, at times, will seem like a rock concert. But at other times, such as Adoration, 

you will be amazed at how a crowd of 25,000 people can kneel in silence, too! Chaperones should 

be role models of what a disciple of Jesus Christ would be like in 

these circumstances. 

 

Safety is the primary concern for all adults. This principle applies to 

all aspects of the conference and its participants, not just to the 

young people in your specific group. All adults have a duty to act 

when a safety concern is evident. Hotel supervision is everyone’s responsibility. Additionally, all 

adults are required to be in full compliance diocesan child protection policies by September 30 

to be registered for this event. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE PERMITTED. A code of conduct for both 

youth and adults will be included in follow-up mailings about the conference. 

 

Children not yet of school age who must travel as part of a group with their parent may receive 

a discount on the registration fee. Conference organizers strongly discourage participation in 

NCYC by children of elementary, middle school and junior high school ages. If a child between 5 

and 13 years of age must attend, they must pay the full registration fee. 

 

Pre-Conference Preparation: 
NCYC is a faith pilgrimage and like any pilgrimage it is important to be prepared for the event. To 

help everyone prepare for this event, I will host a gathering on Sunday, October 20 at a location 

to be determined. Once groups are registered for NCYC, I will select a site for this gathering based 

on where groups are coming from to make this gathering as accessible as possible. A second 

gathering may be scheduled as a “make-up” session, too, but I would like to build a sense of 

community among the groups that are participating by having everyone at one gathering. The 

commemorative diocesan shirts will be delivered at this event as well. 

Supervision Ratio: 

  1-10 Youth : 2 Adults 

11-16 Youth : 3Adults 

17-22 Youth : 4 Adults 

23-28 Youth : 5 Adults 

Et Cetera 



 

 

Organization: 
The National Catholic Youth Conference is made possible through a variety of levels of 

participation. Below is a brief description of these levels. 

 

• Group ~ a group of high school teens and their adult chaperones from a parish, parish pastoral 

unit (cluster), Catholic high school, or other Catholic institution that serves the diocese. At 

least 2 adults accompany a group based on the supervision ratio noted in this document. One 

of the adults is designated as the Group Leader on the Group Registration Form and serves 

as a liaison between the group and the Delegation Leader. 

• Delegation ~ all the groups from the diocese form a delegation at the National Catholic Youth 

Conference. The Delegation Leader serves as a liaison between the conference planners and 

the members of the delegation and is responsible for everyone in the delegation. 

• National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry ~ the conference 

planners are part of the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 

(NFCYM). The NFCYM designs the program and sets the policies for 

participating in the National Catholic Youth Conference. The Archdiocese 

of Indianapolis serves as the host for the event. The NFCYM is divided 

into various regions identical to the episcopal regions of the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Our diocese is part of Region 7 

which includes all the dioceses in Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin. 

 

Diocesan Delegation Leader for NCYC: 
Kyle Holtgrave, Director 

Office for Youth & Young Adult Ministry Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 

(217) 698-8500 ext. 154   Email: kholtgrave@dio.org 

(217) 622-4994 (cell)    Website: www.dio.org/youthministry/ncyc  

 

Patron Saint: 
We ask for the intercession of St. John Paul II, co-patron saint of World Youth Day, as we prepare 

for our gathering in November. St. John Paul II invited young people to gather as the Church 

regularly to celebrate the gifts of youth. NCYC is an opportunity to continue this tradition here in 

our own country every two years. 

 

World Youth Day is celebrated annually in the local Church, with an 

international gathering held every two or three years. The next 

international World Youth Day will be in August of 2022 in Lisbon, Portugal. 

Details on how to participate in the 2022 international gathering will be 

available on the diocese website and advertised through regular email 

communication for this office as well as through Parish Link, the resource 

use to communicate information to all the parishes throughout the diocese. 

 



 

Important Deadlines for Submission to Delegation Leader: 

Please set your group deadlines in advance of these so you can turn in your group 

information by the deadlines noted here. 

June 27 ~ Group Registration Form and Deposit 

 $20 late fee applies for registration received June 28 - September 15 

September 15 ~ Individual Registration Form 

 ~ Private Lodging requests 

 ~ Hotel Room Assignment Form 

 ~ Youth/Joven Participant Liability Waiver & Permission Form* 

 ~ Adult/Adulto Participant Liability Waiver & Permission Form* 

 ~ Balance of Conference Fees  

 $40 late fee applies for registration received after September 15 

September 30 ~ All adults must complete Protecting God’s Children training and 

background check by this date 

 ~ Substitutions due  

 $20 fee applies for any substitutions made after September 30 

October 20 ~ Pre-Conference Gathering (location will be announced in follow-up 

mailings) 

 ~ Transportation forms due  

October 31 ~ Deadline for cancellations to receive a partial refund  

 

* These forms are not included in this packet due to internal review by the conference organizers 

and will be posted on the diocesan website by August 15. Notarization is NOT required on these 

forms. 

 

Schedule of Forms: 
• Group Registration Form 

• Individual Registration Form 

• Hotel Room Assignment Form 

• Private Lodging Request Form 

• Information to Owners Using Private Vehicles form 

 

Documents that will be available later: 
• General Release & Agreement form / Code of Conduct- Youth (English), Joven (Spanish) 

• General Release & Agreement form / Code of Conduct - Adult (English), Adulto (Spanish) 

• Adult Code of Conduct 

• Excused Absence Letter 

• Packing List 


